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Sample letters to the editor
LTe #1
I am writing to support the [INSERT PROJECT OR PROPOSAL]. This project will not only improve the roads, but will also have a positive impact on the health of our community. By [FIXING THE SIDEWALKS, EXPANDING BUS SERVICE, PUTTING IN BIKE LANES, ETC], area residents will have more and better options for getting around, plus it will help to ease traffic.

With gas prices continuing to rise, it is a responsible move by [INSERT DECISIONMAKER] to provide the community with options for getting out of our cars if we can. [RESIDENTS] enjoy our cars, but we don’t always enjoy how much they cost, and it’s nice to have choices about how we get to work, to the store, or the kids to school. Not to mention the positive impact on our waistlines, air quality, and traffic.

I applaud [DECISIONMAKER] for proposing this improvement project and hope the community will voice its support as well. We all stand to benefit from expanded options for getting around.
LTE #2

As [DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION] weighs future transportation projects, I hope it will take care to incorporate community health as part of its planning priorities. Public dollars are limited, to be sure, so we need to be serious about they are spent. However, this limitation also provides us with an opportunity to be creative and think in new ways about how we design our roads.

Cars are the top consideration in transportation planning, but we also know they’re a demanding and costly mode of transportation, hard on the road as well as the environment. Incorporating the needs of public transit, pedestrians and cyclists into planning can go a long way toward easing the pressure on streets and highways. 

The benefits are many. Giving people options for getting around is not only a smart investment in transportation, but also in community health. Trails for runners, bike lanes for commuters and sidewalks for a stroll to the store all provide opportunities to incorporate exercise into everyday life, combating obesity while cutting air pollution. And a healthy community has a healthier bottom line, which means it makes good business sense to consider issues like obesity, diabetes, safety and air quality when we make transportation decisions.

LTE #3

As summer starts and [RESIDENTS] head outdoors en masse, I encourage planners to consider ways to expand options for everyone to get around. 
For those of us seeking outdoors activities with our families, it can be frustrating that we can’t avoid getting in the car. For example, we can walk or bike around [LOCAL PARK], but have to drive to get there! Better sidewalks or bike trails could help us avoid the hassle of traffic and parking when our goal is to be outside playing.

The role of transportation planning can be much more than getting from Point A to Point B. By providing more and better ways to get around, we improve the community’s public health and all-around quality of life. It taps into growing calls for strategies that reduce the obesity rate and increase opportunities to incorporate physical activity into our daily lives, whether that’s trails for runners, bike lanes for commuters or sidewalks for a stroll to the store.
I urge [DECISIONMAKERS] to consider plans that incorporate transportation options that help everyone get around better – drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.
LTE #4

With traffic congestion in the area getting steadily worse, it’s increasingly clear that the time has come for us to explore strategies beyond simply adding more lanes or building new roads. I urge [DECISIONMAKERS] to incorporate into transportation planning alternative ways of getting people where they need to go – public transportation, biking, walking, etc.

Less traffic means fewer headaches for drivers, fewer road and car repairs and, in the long term, more money for other important transportation projects. It means less day-to-day upkeep and more improvement projects.
Cars and the needs of drivers are the foundation of transportation policy – but we all know they’re a demanding and costly mode of transportation, hard on the road as well as the environment. Incorporating the needs of public transit, pedestrians and cyclists into planning would ease the pressure on streets and highways.
It’s our hope that transportation policymakers will move toward a planning strategy that works not only for drivers, but also for bus riders, cyclists and pedestrians.

1

