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July 25, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Secretary

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio:

On behalf of the American Public Health Association, I write to reiterate our support for an immediate
and permanent ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza and the immediate release of all hostages.
This deadly conflict has already taken the lives of more than 50,000 people, and both Palestinian and
Israeli citizens remain under a daily threat of more violence. Millions of Palestinians, including
children and other vulnerable people, face malnutrition, starvation, risks from infectious diseases that
easily spread under the current conditions, and a lack of access to critical health services. We urge you
and President Trump to ensure that the United States works to end the Hamas-Israel conflict and ensure
all parties work in good faith to negotiate a lasting peace in the region as soon as possible.

Recent reports from the region continue to highlight the devastating health impacts of the war. Millions
of civilians in Gaza continue to struggle to receive medical attention, food, water and other desperately
needed humanitarian assistance. According to the United Nations, more than one in three people are
going multiple days without food, leading to more deaths from malnutrition and starvation. In addition,
innocent civilians have been killed while simply trying to access food and other humanitarian aid for
their families. Health facilities in Gaza are also in crisis. The World Health Organization has reported
that 94% of hospitals in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed during the conflict. As the United
States and our allies work to facilitate an end to this deadly and tragic conflict, we urge the
administration to call for the end of all restrictions on humanitarian aid into the region and to ensure
that all health facilities and workers are protected to allow all individuals in the region to have safe
access to essential humanitarian aid and life-saving health services that are so desperately needed.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns. We are hopeful you will convey our concerns and
recommendations to those negotiating on behalf of Israel and Hamas, and we urge the United States to
push aggressively to achieve a lasting ceasefire. Protecting the health and safety of all people in the
region, restoring essential health services, and ensuring the timely delivery of humanitarian aid,
including food and clean water, should be the top priority for all parties in these critical negotiations.

Sincerely,

ZYC%@,

Georges C. Benjamin, MD
Executive Director
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