Occupational Health & Safety (OHS) Section 
American Public Health Association (APHA)

James P. Keogh Memorial Scholarship Fund, 2026

STUDENT APPLICATION

The APHA Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Section will be awarding scholarships that include registration for the 2026 APHA Annual Meeting (November 1-4 in San Antonio, TX), a one-year APHA membership, and stipend for conference expenses. The total is not to exceed $1,000 per scholarship.  We hope to strengthen the participation of students, worker organizations and union representatives in our section at APHA. We recognize that we need the involvement of workers and new health & safety professionals to make our workplaces and communities healthy and safe. 

AWARD: 
The Section will directly pay the annual meeting fee, and a one-year student membership to APHA with primary membership in the Occupational Health & Safety Section. Each awardee attending in person may then submit travel receipts (hotel, airfare, meals, etc.) to cover transportation, lodging, and meals. The total award is not to exceed $1,000. Awardees will be responsible for providing the remainder of funds necessary to cover these expenses. We encourage awardees to apply for funds from their university, employer, or other sources. 

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
Student applicants should be enrolled in a program that can lead to work which involves occupational health & safety research, practice, and/or advocacy. These could include medicine, nursing, public health, toxicology, law, industrial hygiene, safety, ergonomics, and epidemiology, as well as political science, management, communications, and journalism. It is incumbent on you to explain how you see yourself engaging in efforts to protect the health and safety of workers through your academic or professional work.

Eligible applicants MUST be students at the time of the Annual Meeting and must be able to attend it. 

Please submit your application electronically by July 31, 2026, to:
Keogh.scholarship.ohs.apha@gmail.com


APPLICATION FORM

Occupational Health & Safety Section 
American Public Health Association 

James P. Keogh Memorial Scholarship Fund Application for: 
STUDENTS

Please print neatly or type: 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________________________________________________
Telephone after May 1st (if different: (____) _________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________________

 
Name of University/College: _____________________________________________________________ 
University/College City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________
Department: ___________________________________________________________________
Degree Program: _______________________________________________________________
Field of interest/Focus of studies (e.g., nurse, physician, industrial hygienist, safety professional________________________
Anticipated Graduation Date: _____________________________________________________
Optional: Gender: ______ 
Ethnic Background: ___________________________________________

Please provide a letter of recommendation from a faculty member who knows of your involvement and/or interest in occupational health and safety.

Contact information for academic reference.
Name
Department
Affiliation 
Email

Please answer the following questions:

1) Please briefly explain your current studies and/or interest in support of worker health & safety. Note any topics or projects that you have found particularly exciting. (150-200 words) 
  
  

  
2) How do you see yourself applying your field of study to improve health & safety conditions for workers? (100-150 words)
  




3) Please describe what your ideal work would be after graduation. (50-100 words)
    





4) Please describe what sparked your interest in worker health and safety. 



5) James Keough reshaped occupational health and safety by bringing clinical compassion to the workers; how would you take this guidance and learning into your ideal job. (50-100 words)





*Before you submit your application please check for completeness, accuracy and that it is free of grammatical errors. *
