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Thank you. 

• American Public Health Association 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

• California Department of Public Health 

• The Kresge Foundation 

 

• Savannah North, MPH and Laura Buckley, MPH 

• Many contributors and reviewers 

 

• The local health departments that have taken up the challenge 

to protect health in the era of climate change 
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June 15: 410.97 ppm  

https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/full.html 

 

https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/full.html


http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf


Why Local Health Departments? 

Climate change is a health emergency. 
 

• Core PH values: “humans have a right to the resources necessary for 

health… people and their physical environment are interdependent.”   

• LHDs are on the front lines, work in impacted communities 

• LHDs are the only local government entity with a duty to 
protect health 

• LHDs provide a trusted and credible voice  

• LHDs have a proven track record of succeeding against 
powerful forces to protect health  
 

LHDs are an essential part of the response to climate change. 
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Climate Change and Health Equity: The Climate Gap 

6 

"Social injustice is killing 

people on a grand scale.” 
   WHO Commission on the Social Determinants of Health, 2008 

“…climate change is a ‘threat 

multiplier’… [that] will intensify the 

challenges of global instability, 

hunger, poverty and conflict.” 
 

 U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel 

 



Climate Change, Health, and Equity 

• Health Equity and Climate Change 

 Climate change and health equity  

 Intergenerational Inequity 

 Global Climate Inequities 

 Climate Vulnerability and Resilience 

  

• Race, Ethnicity, and Climate Change 

 African Americans 

 Native Americans and Alaska Natives 

 Latinos/Hispanics/Latinx 

 Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 

  

• Community Climate Resilience  
 

• What LHDs Can Do  
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HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

•  Potentially catastrophic for human survival 
 

• Undermine the last half-century of gains in 
development and global health 

 

• A medical emergency 
 

From Nick Watts 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(15)60854-6/fulltext 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext


Health Impacts of Climate Change 
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• Climate Change 101 

• Heat 

• Wildfires 

• Drought 

• Wildfires 

• Air Quality 

• Allergens 

• Sea level rise 

• Storms and Flooding 

• Nutrition and Food Security 

 

 



 

 
POLICY RESPONSES FOR HEALTH 
 

“Responding to 
climate change could 
be the greatest global 
health opportunity of 
the 21st century” 

From Nick Watts, Lancet Commission 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(15)60854-6/fulltext 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60854-6/fulltext


Health Benefits of Addressing Climate Change  

 Transportation 

 Energy & Fossil Fuels 

 Agriculture and Food Systems 

 Urban Greening & Green Infrastructure 

 Potential Harms of Climate Action 
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Climate Change and Public Health 

Programs 

 Maternal, Child, Adolescent and 
Families 

 Clinical Services 

 Infectious and Communicable 
Disease 

 Environmental Health Services 

 Chronic Disease and Injury 
Prevention and Control 

 Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness 
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Climate Change & PH Functions 

 Assessment and Surveillance 

 Organizational Capacity 

 Greening Local Health Departments 

 Community Engagement and  

Intersectoral Collaboration 
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Climate and Health Communications 
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Original: We often look forward to changes of season, but if you have diabetes, you need to be extra 
careful when temperatures climb dramatically. Extreme heat can affect your blood sugar control. 
 
Modified: We often look forward to changes of season, but if you have diabetes, you need to be extra 
careful when temperatures climb dramatically. Climate change is making extreme heat days far more 
common. Extreme heat can affect your blood sugar control. 
 
Original: Effective immediately,  County Public Health Services is issuing a water contact advisory for The 
Cove at Lake California. Health advisory signs will be posted this week that advise recreational users to 
use caution and avoid contact with water in these designated areas…Increased water temperatures, 
slow moving water and excessive nutrients or organic matter cause cyanobacteria and some algae to 
rapidly multiply and form HABs. 
  
Modified: Effective immediately,  County Public Health Services is issuing a water contact advisory for 
The Cove at Lake California. Health advisory signs will be posted this week that advise recreational users 
to use caution and avoid contact with water in these designated areas… Increased water temperatures 
due to climate change, slow moving water and excessive nutrients or organic matter cause 
cyanobacteria and some algae to rapidly multiply and form HABs. 
 
 



COMING  SOON! 
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