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Introduction and Background 

 

ÅProject Goals and Objectives 

ÅClimate vulnerability assessment 

ÅWorking with community partners 

ÅLessons learned/best practices in engaging community 
on climate resilience/preparedness 
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October 2015: 
City of Minneapolis 
received grant from Public 
Health Institute Center for 
Climate Change and 
Health 

Phase I: 

Climate Change 
Vulnerability 
Assessment  

(Spring 2016) 

Phase II:  

Community 
Engagement 

 

(2016-2017) 

Phase III: 

Evaluation  and  
next steps 

( 2017-2018) 

What is the project? 



Project Goals  
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1.Assess 
2.Educate 
3.Listen and learn 
4.Recommend 

 



 

Å Mapped populations that 
are inherently more 
vulnerable 

Å Mapped cumulative 
social vulnerability 

ÅMapped urban heat 
island effect 

Å Identified opportunity 
areas: high impervious 
surface and low 
vegetation 

ÅMapped factors that 
contribute to flooding 

ÅMapped low-elevation 
areas prone to flooding 
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Social 
vulnerability 

1 2 3 

What did Phase I accomplish? 

Landscape 
vulnerability to  

flooding 

Landscape 
vulnerability to  

heat 



No central AC Under 5 

Disability 

Elderly 

Limited English 

No vehicle 

Poverty 
People of 
Color Renters 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

Overall social 
vulnerability scores 

The overall social vulnerability map combines all 
nine factors together. 
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Data source: Smoliak et al. 2015 

Minneapolis can be considered 
the urban heat island core of 
our region. 
June/July/August 2012 (average): ± пɕ C 
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Locations with low vegetation and high impervious surface 
are key places to focus urban heat island adaptation efforts. 

Highest 
landscape 
vulnerability 
to heat 

Lowest 
landscape 

vulnerability to 
heat 

Highest 
landscape 
vulnerability 
to heat 

Lowest 
landscape 

vulnerability to 
heat 



Community Partner Training 

ÅCommunity partner introductions ς self & community 

ÅClimate change overview 

ÅHealth effects of climate change 

ÅLunch presentation ς community partner from Saint Paul 

ÅEmergency response to 2011 North Minneapolis tornado 

ÅPlanning community climate dialogues 

 



ÅModel: contract with 
community partners in 
each of the four 
communities 

 

Community Partners 



Phillips Workshop ς November 2016 

ÅINSERT PICTURE FROM 
WORKSHOP 
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