April 30, 2019

The Honorable Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr.
U.S. House of Representatives

2240 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Grace Meng

U.S. House of Representatives

2209 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono
U.S. Senate

713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congressman Johnson, Congresswoman Meng, and Senator Hirono,

We write to thank you for your leadership in introducing the resolution in the U.S. House of
Representatives and the U.S. Senate to designate April 30 as National Adult Hepatitis B Vaccination
Awareness Day (H. Res. 331/S. Res. 177). Our organizations support this resolution and efforts to
increase adult hepatitis B vaccination rates, particularly within the setting of the opioid epidemic.

We would also like to thank Representatives Brian Fitzpatrick, Barbara Lee, John Lewis, Eleanor Holmes
Norton, Raul Grijalva, Bonnie Watson Coleman, and Judy Chu, as well as Senator Angus King for co-
sponsoring this important resolution.

It is estimated that up to 2.2 million individuals are living with chronic hepatitis B in the United States.
While hepatitis B is a vaccine preventable disease, and universal childhood hepatitis B vaccination has
been recommended in the United States since the 1990s, only 25 percent of adults over the age of 19
are vaccinated against hepatitis B.

Nationwide, newly diagnosed cases of hepatitis B rose 20 percent in 2015, with significant regional rises,
largely driven by the opioid epidemic, in conjunction with extremely low adult hepatitis B vaccination
rates. Acute hepatitis B increased 729 percent in Maine from 2015-2017, 114 percent in Tennessee,
Kentucky and West Virginia from 2009-2013, 78 percent in southeastern Massachusetts in 2017, and 62
percent in North Carolina from 2012-2016.

With no cure, but a safe and effective vaccine available to prevent hepatitis B, it is essential to develop
strategies to increase adult hepatitis B vaccination, maintain childhood hepatitis B vaccination, and
prevent new infections and complications associated with chronic hepatitis B infection, including liver
cancer, liver failure, and cirrhosis.

We commend you for your work to increase awareness of the need to increase adult hepatitis B
vaccination rates by designating April 30 as National Adult Hepatitis B Vaccination Awareness Day. We



are inspired by your leadership on this important issue and look forward to supporting your efforts in
moving this resolution forward.

Sincerely,
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