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Public Health Response 

• Mitigation 

• Adaptation 

• Resilience 



Resilience 

“Resilience is the ability to prepare for, and adapt to, changing 
conditions and withstand and recover rapidly from disruptions. 
Resilience includes the ability to withstand and recover from 
deliberate attacks, accidents or naturally occurring threats or 
incidents.” 

 
                    -U.S. Presidential Policy Directive 21 (2013) 

 



Resilience: Cases in Point 



 

 



Healthy and Safe Communities:  
An Effective Community, Statewide, 
and National Response 



 Climate-Ready States & Cities Initiative

 

 





Adaptation Planning 



Cool Neighborhoods NYC 

 

Source: LANDSAT Thermal Data, 2009. 



NYC °CoolRoofs  



What Makes Children Vulnerable? 



https://health2016.globalchange.gov  

 

Around 88% of the global disease burden of climate change falls on children under 5 

years. 

https://health2016.globalchange.gov


Climate Resilient Schools 

Drought-tolerant landscapes 

Edible school gardens 

Promotion of resilient 
energy systems 

Photo courtesy of Broward County. 



Heat Illness Prevention School Project  

Goal: Educate students, school staff, athletic coaches, and parents 

regarding heat-related illness and prevention. 





Climate Resilient Schools 

Ocean Springs, Mississippi 



Surveillance and Education: 
Food, Water and Vector-Borne Disease 
Risks 

Be alert to shifting timing, 
locations of diseases  

Food safety 

Ponds and lakes with algal 
blooms, mosquito/tick 
precautions  

Outdoor food presentation  

Vector control measures 



Protecting Children During Disasters 

Physical harm 

Exploitation and violence 

Psychosocial distress 

Family separation 

Abuses related to 
evacuation 

Denial of access to quality 
education 

Emotional impact of disaster 

 

 



The Emotional Impact of Disaster 
 
Psychosocial programs: 

 
Rebuild a sense of safety and normalcy 

Express their thoughts and feelings about their 
experiences 

Strengthen resilience, or coping skills 

Build positive relationships with peers and 
caregivers 

 



The Emotional Impact of Disaster: 
Preserving Family Unity



Image courtesy of treehugger.com  

Thank you! 


