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ABOUT THE MCH Section Enrichment Fund
What is the MCH Enrichment Fund?

The MCH Section Enrichment Fund (the Fund) was created in 2008 to create a stable and consistent funding source to help support the Section’s Student Leadership Program. The Program, which consists of the MCH Student Fellows and the MCH Outstanding Student Papers Session, is designed to promote student leadership and engage students in the work of the MCH Section. Each year, the Section selects 10-12 Student Fellows and five Student Authors to participate in this highly successful Program.

WHAT DOES THE FUND SUPPORT?

The Section supports these outstanding students with financial assistance to offset the costs of attending the APHA Annual Meeting. The amount of support is dependent upon the availability of funds each year and has varied from full support to partial support for meeting attendance (e.g., travel, lodging, meeting registration and Martha May Elliot Luncheon). In 2009, the Section also will provide partial support to Student Fellows for attendance at the MCH Section Mid-year Meeting. Additionally, funds may be used for “special projects” that are approved by the Section leadership.
WHO SUPPORTS THE FUND?

MCH Section members support the Fund through donations which are solicited in the fall of each year. In the first year of its inception, longtime Section member Glen Bartlett matched member contributions bringing the first year of fundraising to over $3000. The Section is seeking similar “challenge grants” to the Fund on a yearly basis. All donations are tax-deductible.
ARE MCH ENRICHMENT FUNDS USED FOR ANY OTHER SECTION PURPOSES?
Funds are primarily used to support the Section Student Leadership Program and any “carryover” funds are maintained in the MCH Enrichment Account Fund to support future years’ programs. Additionally, funds may be used for special projects that are approved by the Section leadership. Donors can designate funds for a special project.
WHY IS THE FUND NEEDED?

In the past, a one-time foundation grant was used to support the Student Leadership Program but that grant has ended. While the Section continues to seek foundation support for its work, a stable source of funding is needed to ensure that this highly successful program continues and to provide funds for special projects. The Section receives Enrichment Account Funds – funds allocated to the Section from APHA which totaled a little over $5000 in 2008 – to support the work of the Section (e.g., annual meeting activities, Section materials). When funds are available, the Section has used some of these funds to support the Student Leadership Program but they are insufficient to fully support the Program and other Section Activities.

HOW CAN I DONATE?
Please send a check or money order payable to “APHA – MCH Enrichment Account #328072” to the MCH Section Secretary, Karen VanLandeghem at:  537 S. Mitchell Avenue, Arlington Heights, IL  60005. Funds will be forwarded to APHA for deposit into the MCH Enrichment Fund Account.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE FUND:  

Please contact:  Karen VanLandeghem, MCH Section Secretary, kvanlandeghem@ameritech.net or office:  (847) 797-1824.

