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Students presented 1.5 million green footprints in support of
saving the world’s climate to UN leaders in Bali in December.

Photo by Jewel Samad, courtesy AFP/Getty Images

Registered nurse Betty Lewis, left, administers a free influenza
shot to Chicago resident Elaine Louie in October 2006.
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Adults lacking vaccination awareness

Health workers urged to tackle
low adult immunization rates

Children vulnerable to climate effects

For youth, global climate change
is about action, not debate

Despite the proven effectiveness of 
vaccines and their potential to save thousands 
of U.S. lives every year, American adults are

receiving immunizations at alarmingly low rates.

According to data
released by the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention in January, the U.S.
adult population is being
vaccinated in disappoint-
ingly poor numbers, with
some adult immunization
rates barely breaking the 2
percent range. The National
Foundation for Infectious
Diseases held a Washing-
ton, D.C., news conference
on the issue, releasing its
own survey findings that
illustrate how a lack of
awareness as well as a dis-
turbing sense of apathy are

presenting serious obstacles
to heading off preventable
disease.

“Routine immunization
of children in the United
States has saved hundreds
of thousands of lives and
prevented millions of cases
of disease, but vaccines are
not just for children,” said
Anne Schuchat, MD, direc-
tor of CDC’s National Cen-
ter for Immunization and
Respiratory Diseases, in a
foundation news release.
“These new data show
there are not yet very many
adults taking full advantage

of the great
advancements
in prevention
that have been
made in the
past few years.”

CDC’s Advi-
sory Committee
on Immuniza-
tion Practices

Public health
would receive a
crushing blow

under President Bush’s 
fiscal year 2009 federal
budget proposal, which 
recommends massive 
cuts to top public health
agencies and critical 
public health programs. 
In response, advocates are
coming together to work
with Congress in hopes of
reversing what has become 
a frequent funding trend.

Bush’s 2009 proposal,
which was released in
early February, recom-
mends cutting funding to
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention by
more than $412 million —
a 7 percent cut below fis-
cal year 2008 funding and
a return to 2003 funding

First in a series of stories on climate change and health in 
conjunction with APHA’s 2008 National Public Health Week
observance, which takes place April 7–13 and has a theme of
“Climate Change: Our Health in the Balance.”

In 2004, a hurricane named Ivan slammed into the
small island nation of Grenada in the southeastern
Caribbean Sea, leaving devastation and ruin in its wake.

For Abe Fergusson, who lives just south of Grenada in Trinidad
and Tobago, the hurricane was a defining moment, propelling
the now 15-year-old to become one of the many international
youth voices of climate change.

Fergusson’s aunt lives in
Grenada and survived the
destruction of Ivan, becom-
ing the subject of an essay
he entered into a 2005
global competition looking
for young Web site devel-
opers. His essay took one
of the top prizes and
landed Fergusson a spot at
a week-long workshop in
Jamaica where young peo-
ple from around the world
learned to use the technol-
ogy of the Internet to edu-
cate others.
Fergusson’s idea
was to create a
Web site where
young people
can talk about
their experi-
ences with nat-
ural disasters as
well as where
people could
learn how to

better prepare themselves.
Today, Fergusson is a

Natural Disaster Youth
Summit ambassador and is
getting ready for the sum-
mit’s 2008 international
conference in April in
Trinidad and Tobago. The
summit, which is looking
for donors to provide fund-
ing, has a theme of “Global
Warming and Disaster

See shots, 
Page 4

CDC, HRSA targets

President’s
2009 budget
plan would 
set health 
programs back

A girl stands near a damaged peatland in Indonesia in Novem-
ber. Indonesia is the world’s third largest greenhouse gas emitter.
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More people in government health programs

Number of U.S. uninsured falls
to 45.7 million, census shows
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New law extends reach of HIV/AIDS effort

Reauthorization of U.S. global
program on HIV/AIDS applauded

A patient receives dental X-rays at a clinic for low-income 
residents in Rio Grande City, Texas, in August. The Operation
Lone Star Clinic, organized by Texas military units and state
health agencies, provided health and dental services to more 
than 10,000 south Texans living along the Mexican border. More
than 45 million Americans are living without health insurance,
according to new information from the U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Tatu Msangi holds her daughter, Faith, at a meeting with 
President Bush in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in February on
the PEPFAR program, which was created under Bush’s tenure.
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13,000 expected

APHA’s 136th
Annual Meeting
in San Diego
Oct. 25–29

A bout 13,000
public health
professionals

are expected to come
together this month to focus
on “Public Health Without
Borders” during APHA’s
136th Annual Meeting in
San Diego.

To be held Oct. 25–29,
the Annual Meeting will
focus on cross-border pub-
lic health issues that impact
human health — irrespec-
tive of national or regional
boundaries — and the ways
in which today’s global
public health challenges
can be resolved. Speakers
and sessions will explore a
range of transnational
health issues, such as
increasing global obesity,
environmental health
threats and inequalities.

“From infectious dis-
eases to climate change,
today’s public health
threats know no bound-
aries,” said APHA Execu-

Living up to their monikers as “public safety nets,”
the nation’s public health care programs brought
coverage to almost 3 million more residents in 2007,

helping to cut the nation’s overall uninsurance rate by more
than 1 million people, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.  

Released in August, the
bureau’s annual report on
income, poverty and health
insurance coverage found
the U.S. rate of people liv-
ing without health insur-
ance at 15.3 percent in
2007, down from 15.8 per-

cent in 2006. The new sta-
tistics represent an uninsur-
ance decline of more than 1
million residents, from 47
million in 2006 to 45.7 mil-

One of the largest global public health
endeavors in history, the President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief, better known as PEPFAR,

garners its share of both praise and criticism. Most health
advocates agree, however, that the U.S. HIV/AIDS program has
— and will continue — to save lives and prevent suffering.

Recently reauthorized
by federal policy-makers,
Congress originally passed
legislation authorizing the
AIDS program in 2003,
funding it at $15 billion
over five years. As of
March 2008, the program
had supported antiretro-
viral treatments for more
than 1.7 mil-
lion people 
in HIV-
devastated
areas of 
sub-Saharan
Africa, Asia
and the
Caribbean,
according to
the Office of
the U.S.
Global AIDS
Coordinator.
PEPFAR has
also sup-
ported services to prevent
mother-to-child HIV trans-
mission during more than
12 million pregnancies,
boosted care for upward of
3 million orphans and vul-
nerable children, and
enhanced HIV testing and
counseling services for
more than 33 million

women, men and children.
At the time of PEPFAR’s
initial launch, only 50,000
people living with HIV in
Africa — or 1 percent of
those in need — were
receiving antiretroviral
treatments.  

So it was with little 
surprise that in July and

with wide
bipartisan
support,
members of
Congress
passed and
President
Bush signed
legislation
reauthoriz-
ing PEPFAR
for another
five years.
Authorizing
up to $48
billion to

combat HIV/AIDS, malaria
and tuberculosis, the new
law addresses a number of
longstanding concerns
with the program, but also
keeps intact provisions
that have long worried 
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A nurse hands medicines to a
HIV/AIDS patient in Haiti at a
clinic that receives help through
the U.S. PEPFAR program.
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Impact of 
The Nation’s Health
The Nation’s Health has the high-

est circulation, and is the most widely 

read news tabloid in the public health 

community. The newspaper, which 

averages 36 pages an issue, presents 

informative articles addressing every 

facet of public health.
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Employers Compliance
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practices with regard to race, 
sex, creed, age, and sexual 
orientation. The ad must include 
the words “Equal Opportunity 
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“EOE.”  Readers are invited to 
notify APHA if they experience 
any employment discrimination 
with recruitment advertisers.
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