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I am not really prepared…..

Most people are not prepared for a public health crisis, and a majority 
acknowledge their lack of preparedness. 

• By their own admission, an 87% majority have not taken enough steps 
to prepare for a public health crisis, and know they could do more. 

• 40% of the public have taken steps to prepare in the past, but admit they 
have let their preparedness plans lapse. 

Many people believe that they are more prepared than they actually are. 

• More than one-quarter (27%) of the public claim to be prepared for a 
public health crisis, but only half of those (14%) actually have a three-
day supply of food, water, and medication. 

• And nearly half (46%) the public have not pulled together a Disaster 
Supply Kit. 



And it doesn’t impact me anyway

Just 26% of the general public thinks it is likely that they or their family 
will be affected by a public health crisis in the next year or two, and only 
27% believe that a public health crisis in the area that they live is likely in 
the next year or two. 

• Yet 57% of the public thinks it is likely that a severe storm such 
as a hurricane, tornado, flood, or blizzard could lead to a public 
health crisis in the area they live in the next few years. Forty-
seven percent think a serious health crisis from an outbreak of 
infectious disease such as the flu is likely. An additional 43% 
believe that an outbreak of a food-borne disease is likely. 
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Why Should We 
Lead This Effort?

o We are dedicated to protect 
communities from illness and injury

o Our strength is prevention
o Our members dedicate their lives to 

that cause
o We are expert about evidence-based 

policy
o We have reach

o 50,000 members
o 53 affiliates in every state

o We can build on our 135 years of 
service to the nation’s health 

Stephen Smith at age 98  
APHA’s 50th Anniversary 1921



“Get Ready”
Preparedness for Pandemic Influenza

o Can be the cause leader
o Is a focused cause
o A “wave” of activity 

exists
o All APHA and affiliates 

can participate
o Consistent with policy 

priorities



Affiliates Can Help 

Create Community Resilience

Engage in a planning process with state 
health department
Develop and implement a local strategy to 
address pandemic influenza in Affiliate 
community
Educate rural/farming communities about 
avian influenza safety measures
Create a communication network of critical 
public health partnerships with government 
agencies, businesses, and non-profit 
organizations that can help address 
emerging infectious diseases in communities
Participate in Get Ready campaign podcasts
Write Get Ready campaign blog entries
Provide a link to the Get Ready campaign 
website on Affiliate website
Participate in state pandemic flu summits
Host a booth or exhibit display at state 
pandemic flu summits using Get Ready 
materials
Host a booth or exhibit display at 
conferences and/or health fairs using Get 
Ready material



Affiliates Can Help 

Create Community Resilience

Display at conferences and/or health fairs 
using Get Ready materials
Speak at town hall meetings
Write letters to the editor
Write letters to policymakers
Identify and share with APHA and Affiliates 
best practices and/or case studies
Present at high schools, churches, town hall 
meetings
Mail Get Ready campaign fact sheets to 
Affiliate members
Participate in or organize vaccine drives
Plan a booth or session for Affiliate’s annual 
meeting using Get Ready materials
Partner with grocery stores, community 
groups, health departments for flu 
vaccinations
Partner with other groups/health department 
in existing efforts
Send out newsletters to Affiliate members 
and community
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