APHA Environment Section Monthly Leadership Call 
3:00-4:30 pm EST, Thursday, January 15, 2009 
Toll Free Number: 1-866-561-8454 
Participant Password: 3506907# 

Agenda

  
    1.  Call to Order 

    2.  Introductions & Check In (who’s on the call) – Peter Ashley, Claire Barnett, Allen Dearry, Kacee Deener, Tony DeLucia, Doug Farquhar, Kyle Kinner, Rebecca Love, Liam O’Fallon, Rebecca Head, Perry Sheffield, Leon Vinci, Sacoby Wilson, Nsedu Obot Witherspoon

    3.  General Committees 
Awards        

Leon Vinci, Nse Obot Witherspoon, Rebecca Head 
· Nominees for Calver were discussed; other awards include past chair and Damu Smith Environmental Achievement Award
· Process – Nominations are requested, the nominations committee selects finalists, finalists are presented to Section leadership for final decision 

· Feb/March is time for call for nominations and to make decisions
· Rebecca will send information on awards to members to help with nominations


Budget        

Pat Bohan 

· Very limited budget this year – anyone interested in helping to apply for grants would be appreciated

· Need $10,000 for Calver, Section reception at Annual Meeting, and funds for mid-year meeting

· Possibility of charging for the Calver was discussed – the major concern is that charging would reduce attendance
· Need $5000 for student scholarships 

Newsletter

Rebecca Love 
· Articles due tomorrow; to be published first week of Feb.

Program Planning        Kacee Deener & Yolanda Sanchez 
· Deadlines

· Full session deadline is Jan. 22

· Individual abstract deadline is Feb. 13

· Contact Kacee if you need a full session proposal form

· Need reviewers of proposals – Th. January 29th holding conference call for reviewers of full session proposal

· No emails have been received regarding special plenary sessions – deadline Feb. 13th
· Discussion of special plenary sessions; the following topics were suggested

· Oceans and human health (Allen working with John to develop)

· Water and health – relationship between drinking water and local health departments with a focus on CDC’s work on reporting of drinking water issues and EPA-related issues, and the relationship to preparedness, communication, and coordination
· Environmental justice issues concerning Native Americans, Alaska Natives and water (Liam developing)

· It was suggested that an email soliciting ideas be circulated to members
· Student Assembly is arranging career development sessions and asked sections if they’re interested – sections can indicate interest and career field they represent and 2-3 sessions may be coordinated to discuss career opportunities

· Take Back the Tap Initiative could be tied in to the meeting – the initiative can donate water bottles to the Section, which can be used for awards

· Kacee listed the topic areas for the regular session call for abstracts, which are available on the website

Webpage        Yolanda Sanchez 
· Continue sending updates to Yolanda

     4.  Topic Committees 

Built Environment         Peter Ashley & Tony DeLucia 
· Committee has held a call to discuss local built environment issues and will hold another call tomorrow to discuss additional possible sessions 
· Committee is communicating with Physical Activity SPIG to plan joint session

· Committee wants to ensure that public health impacts are considered/mitigated in relation to the economic stimulus bill being considered, much of which is funding for roads, bridges, etc.
· The on-going transportation group on which John Balbus serves may be addressing these issues; Rebecca will email Tracy Kolian to ask what comments APHA has submitted
· Further discussion may be needed on how funding will be spent and the possible need to educate state legislatures
Environmental Justice        Liam O’Fallon & Sacoby Wilson 
· The Committee is putting together a position statement to give to APHA and is advocating for greater coordination of environmental justice issues related to health disparities, and for integration of environmental justice into the actions of APHA overall 

· Suggested that it would be helpful to discuss this with Susan West Marmagas and Nse 
5.   Updates & Announcements 
Meeting Schedule - third Thursday of the month, unless otherwise indicated 
APHA Board Reports 

Action        Leon Vinci 
· Awaiting new President and initiatives

· Funding for HHS and CDC may be increased; Rebecca will send letter about possible funding

· Discussed potential business supporters and it was agreed that Section members will contact their respective contacts

Other:        Governing/InterSectional Councils 
· Discussion of Healthy People 2020: Members can look at draft and give feedback related to environmental issues to Susan West Marmagas.

2009 Annual Meeting Fieldtrip
· Ideas for the fieldtrip were discussed:

· Community outreach and education corps in Philadelphia requested to organize tour 

· Trip to Lancaster and other communities to look at development and agriculture

· Philadelphia green – urban gardening


6.        Next Meeting: scheduled for 3-4:30 pm, EST, 3rd Thursday/Month 
Future Call Dates: 
February 19 
March 19 or Mid-year Meeting 
National Public Health Week, April 6-12: Building the Foundation for a Healthy America 
April 16 or Mid-year Meeting 
May 21 
June 18 
July 16 
August 20 
September 17 
October 15 

APHA Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, November 7-11
