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This policy and procedures manual serves as the framework for how the Editor-in-Chief, Editors, 
Editorial Board, and Publisher of the American Journal of Public Health conduct their work and 
make decisions in regard to the operations of the Journal. It also provides background information 
for new editors and editorial board members on Journal vision, mission, strategic plan, and 
history. Although not intended to detail day-to-day operations, the information contained within 
this manual nonetheless is critical for continuity of operations, and will provide institutional 
memory for future editors and editorial board members. However, it should be noted that this 
manual is by no means static. It should be considered a living document. For future editorial 
boards, a regular standing agenda item should include an annual policy and procedures manual 
review so that sections can be updated and revised as needed. 
 
The AJPH Policies and Procedures Manual is organized into five major sections: 
 

• Overview of the American Journal of Public Health 
• Roles and Responsibilities 
• Ethical Principles 
• Funding Policies and Procedures 
• Appendices 

 
The procedure for adding policies to the manual is straight-forward: (1) the Editor-In-Chief brings 
an issue of concern to the Editorial Board, (2) the Editorial Board develops policy dealing with 
the issues, and (3) The Editorial Board brings the newly created policy to a joint meeting of the 
Editors and Editorial Board members for approval. 
 
Ad hoc committees may be formed by the Chair of the Editorial Board as needed in order to 
develop policies for issues submitted by the Editors. The only standing committees maintained by 
the Editorial Board are for the AJPH External Funding Process Policy and the AJPH Annual 
Budget Request Procedure (see under Funding Policies and Procedures). 
 
As this initial draft represents the beginning of an ongoing, and changing AJPH Policies and 
Procedures Manual, many thanks are due to the Editor-in-Chief, Editors, Editorial Board 
Members, and Publisher who served during 2009-2010 for their input and council in developing 
the key sections. It is our desire that future editors and editorial board members use this document 
as a foundation for the continued strengthening and sustainability of the Journal, its operations, 
and the role it plays in promoting public health through evidence-based practice, research, and 
education. 
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Overview of the American Journal of Public Health 



 
AJPH Vision/Mission and Editorial Board Support 

 
 
The vision of the American Journal of Public Health (AJPH) is to be the premier, most 
comprehensive, source of public health research, policy, practice, and education; and the 
Journal’s mission is to advance public health research, policy, practice, and education. 
 
In support of this vision and mission, the AJPH Editorial Board is a policy making body that 
provides direction and advice to the Journal’s Editor-in-Chief, Section Editors, and journal staff. 
In this regard the editorial board reviews policy issues concerning such topics as ethics, 
publishing priorities, maintaining the journal’s editorial independence, and external funding for 
special issues of the journal. 
 
In addition the editorial board helps connect the journal to the APHA membership and to its 
authors, reviewers, and readers. The members of the editorial board represent the viewpoints of 
these consistent groups to the Editor-in-Chief, the Section Editors, the journal staff and the 
publisher (i.e. the APHA Executive Director). The editorial board also represents the journal to 
the publisher. In this regard the editorial board annually reviews the journal’s budget and makes 
recommendations concerning funding to the publisher.  
 
The chair of the editorial board works with the editor-in-chief concerning approval for externally 
funded theme issues. This function was initiated in order to help maintain the journal’s editorial 
independence.  
 
An important function of the editorial board is to maintain, evaluate and update the journal’s 
strategic plan. The board also looks at how journal resources are allocated and the extent to which 
such allocations are consistent with the strategic plan.  
 
The editorial board consults with and advises the Editor-in-Chief, Section Editors, journal staff, 
the publisher and others in identifying potential external funding for the journal.  
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AJPH Conceptual Framework for Advancing Public Health

 
 
The AJPH Editorial Board, the Editors, and the Publisher work together with the APHA 
Executive Board/Governing Council as a collaborative team to advance the AJPH’s vision and 
mission using values of excellence in leadership, science and translation, policy and publication. 
The AJPH’s strategic plan has been integrated to a valued tradition of the Journal that strives on 
finding new ways of excellence to move forward the complex system of publication.  The Journal 
has adopted a systems science orientation to the forefront of its mission to allow the integration of 
four dimensions that include: leadership, science translation, policy, and advancing public health 
through publication. 
 
Within the context of the AJPH conceptual framework for advancing public health leadership, 
science translation, policy and publication are intertwined with key contextual forces that are 
essential to optimizing the ultimate outcome of improved population health. In this context, the 
Journal brings four powerful actions that give meaning to the day-to-day operations and there are 
represented by elements such as editorial independence, peer review, ethical principles and future 
directions.  
 
The conceptual framework shows a variety of relationships that are associated with the players of 
our AJPH enterprise, including the Editor in Chief, the Publisher, Editorial staff, the Board of 
Editors, Editorial Board, Guest Editors, and actions such as manuscript review and process, and 



special issues.  One of the important functions implicit in the new system’s approach of the 
Journal, is to enable the process of transformation of publication for an objective assessment and 
evaluation of the Journal’s progress and setbacks. The Yearly Editorial Board Report to the 
APHA Executive Board/Governing Council is an example of partnership that has been a tradition 
of the Journal, and it has been a vehicle for sharing the accomplishments and directions, therefore 
allowing for a transparent assessment and evaluation of the Journal’s work under the new systems 
science orientation (for additional information, see editorial, “Resolving Conflict,” AJPH 
2009:392-294 in appendix c). 



Roles and Responsibilities of Editorial Board Members 
 
 
Provide Oversight for the Journal and Its Editorial Functions 

 
• Ensure Editorial independence of the Journal Editor and investigate complaints. 
• Monitor the implementation of Editorial Board policies. 
• Monitor progress in implementing the Journal’s strategic plan. 
• Serve on the Search Committee for the Journal Editor. 
• Represent APHA members. 
• Represent authors and reviewers. 

 
 
Define the Long Range Vision, Strategic Plan, and Annual Priorities for the Journal 
 

• Develop and adopt a Journal strategic plan and determine annual priorities with input from 
the Editor and Journal staff. 

• Advise the Publisher, Director of Publications, and Editor-in-Chief in formulating the 
Journal’s annual budget proposal to the Publisher. 

• Provide input on topics, themes and invited papers for future issues of the Journal.  
 
 
Establish Policies and Procedures for the Editorial Board and the Journal 

 
• Establish and adopt policies for the Journal’s publishing efficiency. 
• Establish and adopt policies for the Journal’s scientific quality. 
• Establish and adopt policies for electronic publishing. 
• Establish and adopt policies for fund development. 

 
 
Ensure the Quality and Integrity of the Journal 

 
• Promote: a) high quality research, public health policy and practice manuscripts grounded 

in science; b) an objective, fair and timely review process; and, c) appropriate and timely 
communication with authors.  

• Promote: a) a diverse representation of submitted and published manuscripts; and b) the 
application of scientific articles to public policy, practice and education.  

• Participate as expert reviewers for submitted manuscripts and contribute editorials, invited 
papers and letters to the Journal Editor, as appropriate. 

 
 
Represent the Journal to the APHA Executive Board 
 

• Advocate for its needs and interests to the APHA Executive Board and external 
organizations in partnership opportunities. 



• Report on the “state of the Journal” to the APHA Executive Board, Governing Council 
and members annually, and make recommendations as appropriate regarding: 
 

o The composition, term of appointment, and criteria for reappointment of 
Editorial Board members and the Chair of the Editorial Board.  

o The names of prospective members for the Editorial Board and Chair of the 
Editorial Board for appointment. 

o The termination of Editorial Board members or the Chair of the Editorial 
Board due to non-participation or other justified reasons.  

 
 
Roles and Responsibilities of Student Board Member 
 
• The student member will represent student issues and provide the students’ perspective on 

the Editorial Board as it relates to the Journal. 
• The student member will participate at the bi-annual board meetings and will serve on 

working committees, as appropriate. 



AJPH Board Nominations and Appointments 
 
 
Nominations for AJPH Editorial Board Membership 
 
Nominations for AJPH Editorial Board membership are elicited from a variety of sources 
including APHA sections, caucuses, affiliates, APHA committees including members of the 
Editorial Board, and from any other current APHA member. Self-nominations are also accepted 
through the APHA web site. Nominees must be current members of APHA to be eligible. An 
APHA Leadership Appointment Recommendation Form must be submitted by the person being 
nominated in addition to a brief Bio Sketch. A letter of reference may also be submitted by the 
section, caucus or affiliate making the recommendation for a particular nominee.  
 
 
Selection Process 
 
All nominations are submitted to the Chair of the Editorial Board who is in charge of developing 
the slate of candidates based on all eligible nominations received. This process should begin no 
later than February 1. The Chair then submits the slate of candidates to all 14 members of the 
Editorial Board for the ranking of candidates. Rankings should be completed no later than March 
15. Those candidates receiving the highest rankings are then submitted to Executive Director of 
APHA for final selection no later than March 20.  
 
 
Terms of Office 
 
The term for serving in the Editorial Board is three consecutive years from January 1 through 
December 31. Members of the Editorial Board may be re-elected for an additional three-year 
term. A total of six years is the maximum term for any Editorial Board member. 

 
 



Department Editors’ Terms of Appointment and Responsibilities 
(Revised:  12/07/2005) 

 
 
Terms of Appointment 
 

1. Department Editors serve at the request of the Editor-in-Chief and are responsible to the 
Editor-in-Chief. 

 
2. Recommendations by the Editor-in-Chief for any increase or decrease in the number of 

department editorial positions should be proposed to and endorsed by the AJPH Editorial 
Board. Any needed funds for additional Department Editors must be approved through the 
APHA budget process. 

 
3. Annually, the Editor-in-Chief will evaluate and recommend to the AJPH Editorial Board 

Chair and APHA Executive Director/Publisher reappointment for those Department 
Editors who have fulfilled their responsibilities and who wish to continue in their 
positions. The Editor-in-Chief will recommend against the reappointment of a Department 
Editor who has failed, in the Editor-in-Chief’s judgment, to fulfill her/his responsibilities. 
At the same time, the Editor-in-Chief will recommend the appointment of a new 
Department Editor to replace any Department Editor who wishes to be relieved of her/his 
responsibilities.  

 
4. The Editor-in-Chief retains the authority to replace Department Editors on a temporary 

basis as the need arises. 
 
The Responsibilities of Department Editors Are To 
 
1. Encourage appropriate submissions to the respective AJPH department in an ongoing manner. 
 
2. Ensure that manuscripts submitted receive timely, thorough, and impartial review. The AJPH 

database is available for selection of peer reviewers, as needed. 
 
3. Make decisions on the status of manuscripts and communicate these decisions (e.g., reject, 

accept with revisions, revised paper suggested) to the Editor-in-Chief via the AJPH database 
and/or directly to the authors, as with the history departments. 

 
4. Make timely decisions on revised manuscripts and communicate these decisions to authors, 

the Editor-in-Chief, and the AJPH staff. 
 
5. Respond to requests from the Editor-in-Chief and/or AJPH staff for information about the 

status of assigned manuscripts. 
 
6. Work with the Editor-in-Chief to design theme issues, commission and write editorials, and 

implement other means of adding to the scope, content, and appeal of the AJPH. 
 
7. Participate in AJPH Editorial Board activities and strategic planning initiatives. 



Associate Editors’ Terms of Appointment and Responsibilities 
(Revised:  12/07/2005) 

 
 

Terms of Appointment 
 

1. Associate Editors serve at the request of the Editor-in-Chief and are responsible to the 
Editor-in-Chief. 

 
2. Recommendations by the Editor-in-Chief for any increase or decrease in the number of 

associate editorial positions should be proposed to and endorsed by the AJPH Editorial 
Board. Any needed funds for additional Associate Editor positions must be approved 
through the APHA budget process. 

 
3. Annually, the Editor-in-Chief will evaluate and recommend to the AJPH Editorial Board 

Chair and APHA Executive Director/Publisher reappointment for those Associate Editors 
who have fulfilled their responsibilities and who wish to continue in their positions. The 
Editor-in-Chief will recommend against the reappointment of an Associate Editor who has 
failed, in the Editor-in-Chief’s judgment, to fulfill her/his responsibilities. At the same 
time, the Editor-in-Chief will recommend the appointment of a new Associate Editor to 
replace any Associate Editor who wishes to be relieved of her/his responsibilities.  

 
4. The Editor-in-Chief retains the authority to replace Associate Editors on a temporary basis 

as the need arises. 
 
The Responsibilities of Associate Editors Are To 

 
1. Encourage appropriate submissions to the AJPH in their respective areas of expertise. Provide 

consultation and recommendations to the Editor-in-Chief as requested regarding the suitability 
of manuscripts for peer review and publication. Comment on clarity of presentation, scientific 
merit, practical relevance, and timeliness of argument and findings. 

 
2. Ensure that manuscripts receive timely, thorough, and impartial review. Use the AJPH 

database to identify for staff a minimum of 6 reviewers per article. If a statistical reviewer is 
required, 2 or more individuals should be nominated for the statistical consultation in addition 
to 5 other reviewers. 

 
3. Use the AJPH database to identify for staff upon their request additional reviewers as needed. 
 
4. Use the AJPH database to enter recommendations regarding revision, further review, 

acceptance, and/or rejection of manuscripts, with accompanying comments for the author(s) 
and Editor-in-Chief, on a weekly basis. 

 
5. Check the AJPH database weekly for new manuscripts that need assignment of reviewers and 

for revised manuscripts that need recommendations for the Editor-in-Chief. 
 



6. Respond promptly to requests from the Editor-in-Chief and AJPH staff for information about 
the status of assigned manuscripts.  

 
7. Contribute new peer reviewer suggestions for addition to the AJPH database, and enter 

evaluations of existing reviewers.  
 
8. Work with the Editor-in-Chief to design theme issues, commission and write editorials, and 

implement other means of adding to the scope, content, and appeal of the AJPH. 
 
9. Participate in AJPH Editorial Board activities and strategic planning initiatives. 



Sample AJPH Editor Contract 
 
 
THIS AGREEMENT is made between the American Public Health Association (hereinafter 
called APHA) and Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH (hereinafter called the Consultant.) 
 

1. The Consultant is retained by APHA from July 1, 2008 until June 31, 2011 as editor-in-
chief of the American Journal of Public Health. The Consultant is directly responsible to 
the chair of the Editorial Board on matters concerning policy. The chair of the Editorial 
Board may be called upon to resolve conflicts between APHA and the Consultant. 
 

2. As editor-in-chief, the Consultant is responsible for its entire content. To secure editorial 
freedom in practice, the Consultant has direct access to the highest level of ownership, not 
only to a delegated manager. As editor-in-chief, the Consultant will: 

 
a. Guide, review, and approve the content of the American Journal of Public Health. 
b. Coordinate the work of all content editors to include associate and department 

editors, deputy editor, feature editor, and image editor during the peer review 
process, and evaluate their performance each year.  

c. Ensure published material adheres to the standards and policies of the American 
Journal of Public Health. 

d. Work with the editors and staff to ensure content is reviewed in acceptable formats 
and a timely manner.  

e. Attend and report as requested on events and business meetings sponsored by the 
American Journal of Public Health at the American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting & Exposition, including the report of the editor-in-chief and 
editorial board chair at the Executive Board meeting, the Editors meeting, the joint 
Editorial Board/Editors meeting, and the joint Editorial Board/Editors scientific 
session.  

f. Meet standards for timely acceptance and scheduling of content by adhering to 
established production schedules. 

g. Work with the Editorial Board to ensure a high level of scholarly and scientific 
content and aid in the completion of the goals of the strategic plan of the American 
Journal of Public Health. 

h. Upon mutual agreement between APHA and the Consultant, attend meetings with 
the Executive Director and his staff in Washington, DC. 

i. Upon mutual agreement between APHA and the Consultant, participate in press 
briefings and other efforts to disseminate American Journal of Public Health 
content to a wide audience. 

j. Work to improve the content of the print and online American Journal of Public 
Health, including through use of new and emerging forms of online content, within 
the budgetary constraints imposed by APHA. 

k. Along with other members of the editorial team, contribute annually to a written 
annual report to the Executive Board and Governing Council on achievements and 
activities of the American Journal of Public Health. 



 
3. Termination. Either party may terminate this agreement by delivering written notice to the 

other party at least six months before the intended date of termination. By such 
termination, neither party may nullify obligations already incurred for performance or 
failure to perform to the date of termination.  

 
4. The Consultant is neither an employee nor agent of APHA and therefore is not entitled to 

receive benefits or privileges accorded employees of APHA. The Consultant is 
responsible for payment of all federal, state and/or local taxes. 

 
5. APHA will pay the Consultant in 12 equal installments during each fiscal year (July 1 – 

June 30). 
 

6. Compensation will be $*** for Year 1, $*** for Year 2, and $*** for Year 3. 
 

7. In accordance with the travel policies of APHA, the Consultant will be reimbursed for 
necessary pre-approved out-of-pocket expenses related to travel on behalf of the American 
Journal of Public Health.  

 
8. The Consultant may not be a federal employee, thus ensuring the independence of the 

American Journal of Public Health from government activities and policies. 
 
9. The Consultant may not speak for APHA on any position, except upon mutual agreement 

between APHA and the Consultant. 
 

10. Any product(s) prepared and reviewed by the Consultant under this Agreement may be 
used in proprietary, copyrightable products of APHA. Therefore, the Consultant agrees to: 

 
a. Make no copyright claim to any product prepared under this Agreement;  
b. Execute, all copyright assignments or other agreements necessary to vest all rights 

and titles to such product(s) in APHA; and 
c. Will not disclose to others any confidential and proprietary information, 

knowledge, techniques, or data that may be obtained or produced as a result of 
working with APHA. 

 
 
 
 
 
READ AND APPROVED BY: 
 
 Name________________________________________________________ 

Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH     
 
 Social Security Number______________________________________________ 
 
 Date______________________________________________________________ 



 
 
AMERICAN PUBLIC LHEALTH ASSOCIATION 
 
BY: __________________________________________________________________ 
 Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP (E) 
 Executive Director 
 
 Date______________________________________________________________ 



Sample AJPH Editor Self Evaluation 

 
Q.1. What would you say has been your most important accomplishment this past 
year? 
 
Strengthening the principle of editorial independence through daily exchanges with the 
editors, board members, staff, and guest editors.

 
Q.2. What has been your biggest challenge this past year? 

 This was especially manifest in the 
process of editing the collection of papers for the supplement devoted to Influenza 
Preparedness and Response. Daniel and Bob were first rate in every way, and I enjoyed 
their leadership and collaborative spirit immensely. In addition, the supplement is greatly 
valued by the publisher and funding agency, and much improved by the addition of other 
papers not specifically commissioned for this supplement, notably the Editor’s Choice by 
Daniel.  

 
The sheer volume of submissions received in response to various Calls for Papers, and 
the belief on the part of authors and guest editors that these merited peer review if not 
outright publication.

 

  In order to maintain our hands-on editing style, extensive time and 
effort was required to meaningfully screen and triage new submissions, and reply 
individually to every author who asked for reasons why a paper endorsed by the guest 
editors prior to formal submission was rejected absent peer review. 
 
Q.3. What would you like to achieve in the year ahead? 

More opportunities for the editors to collaborate on shared visions, interests, and 
projects through the writing and editing of papers published in the Journal.

 

 Instead of 
being the editorial organizer, helpful staff liaison, and cheerleader, I would like to be 
more directly involved in the substance of selected theme issues and various 
collaborative projects we undertake as a team of editors. 
 
Q.4. What advice or suggestions do you have for improving the editorial process? 

Less reliance on the editor-in-chief for administrative tasks and more responsibility on 
the part of every editorial team member to work together on the papers under her/his 
care to ensure they are thoughtfully reviewed and enhanced prior to acceptance. Given 
more trusted relations with the current staff, I believe we are ready for this next 
challenge. Already I am noticing how the improved Instructions for Authors and other 
initiatives are translating into papers targeted to certain editors, which I quite frankly love 
to see. I hope we continue to cultivate this process. It would be wonderful if each editor 
might review the currently posted Instructions for Authors and suggest improvements for 
her/his departments or particular areas of expertise. 



AJPH Editorial Board Staffing Responsibilities 
 
 

1. Responsibilities of the APHA staff liaison(s) include: 
 
2. Keeping the Board roster current, including adding new members and removing old ones, at 

the conclusion of the annual meeting. 
 
3. Requesting the board suggest possible new members for leadership appointments. 
 
4. Scheduling calls and meetings with the chair and developing an agenda. 
 
5. Reserving and scheduling rooms at APHA for the mid-year meeting, ordering food, and 

preparing meeting materials.  
 
6. Reserving and scheduling rooms at the annual meeting, ordering food, and preparing meeting 

materials. 
 
7. Distributing the APHA travel policy and FAQs, answering related questions, and coordination 

with use of APHA travel reservationist.  
 
8. Processing all travel and expense forms for board members. 
 
9. Writing minutes (first draft and final version). 
 
10. Posting official statements, roster, and minutes on the APHA web site. 
 
11. Maintaining official files and historical materials. 
 
12. Serving as a liaison and point of contact for all communications between the Board and 

APHA. 
 
Prepared by Alan Baker 
July 2008 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ethical Principles 
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American Journal of Public Health 
Policy on Ethical Principles 

 
(Based on WAME, Publication Ethics Policies for Medical Journals) 

Final October 23, 2009 
 

Purpose of a Policy on Ethical Principles 
 
The American Journal of Public Health (AJPH) aspires to select, through peer review, 
the highest quality science and manuscripts related to public health practice. To achieve 
this, the entire peer review and publication process of the AJPH must be thorough, 
objective, and fair. Every aspect of this process involves important ethical principles and 
decisions. The reputation of AJPH depends on the trust of readers, authors, researchers, 
reviewers, editors, public health practitioners, research subjects, funding agencies, and 
administrators of public health policy. This trust is enhanced by describing as explicitly 
as possible AJPH policies to ensure the ethical treatment of all participants in the 
publication process. 
 
Study Design and Ethics 
 
The AJPH considers papers in which research has been conducted to high standards of 
quality control and data analysis. Data and records must be retained and produced for 
review upon request. Fabrication, falsification, concealment, deceptive reporting, or 
misrepresentation of data constitute scientific misconduct. 
 
The AJPH endorses increased reporting on the external validity of all research studies, 
and considers external validity when critiquing manuscripts. 
 
The AJPH adheres to the basic principles of the Declaration of Helsinki of the World 
Medical Association (http://www.wma.net/e/policy/b3.htm). Present practice of the 
AJPH is to ask authors of submissions to state whether their studies involved human 
participants, and, if so, whether they have satisfied review on ethical grounds by an 
appropriate institutional review board (IRB) or whether such an IRB has found their 
studies to be exempt from review. The statement on Human Participant Protection at the 
end of published pieces shows whether studies have been approved or exempted by a 
named IRB. If human participants are involved, a statement of approval by an 
institutional review board (IRB) and the participants’ informed consent is required. It is 
the responsibility of the lead author to keep a copy of the IRB approval received in 
his/her personal file. The AJPH does not require a copy of the approval form. If IRB 
approval was not obtained or sought, a short explanation (1-2 sentences) to this effect is 
required.  
  
Also relevant to the AJPH is the Principles of the Ethical Practice of Public Health 
(http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/1CED3CEA-287E-4185-9CBD-
BD405FC60856/0/ethicsbrochure.pdf), which includes Values and Beliefs Underlying 



AJPH Policy on Ethical Principles • October 23, 2009  2 

the Code, Principles of the Ethical Practice of Public Health, and Notes on the Individual 
Ethical Principles. Authors should comply with these Principles. 
 
All research studies involving animals must have been performed in compliance with 
guidelines outlined in the Animal Welfare Act, US Public Health Service Policy on the 
Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 
(http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/olaw/references/PHSPolicyLabAnimals.pdf, accessed 
05/25/07), NRC Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 
(http://books.nap.edu/readingroom/books/labrats/, accessed 05/25/07), or Guide for the 
Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Agricultural Research and Teaching (Fass 
1999) or with equivalent guidelines.  
 
Authorship and Acknowledgments 
 
Authorship implies a significant intellectual contribution to the work, some role in 
writing the manuscript and reviewing the final draft of the manuscript. For all 
manuscripts, the corresponding author in collaboration with co-authors must provide 
information on the specific contributions each author has made to the article. Simple 
copy-editing does not warrant co-authorship or acknowledgements. 
 

Example: E.C. Frampton conceived of the study and supervised all aspects of 
its implementation. S. Hampton assisted with the study and completed the 
analyses. R.E. Lewison synthesized analyses and led the writing. N.C. 
Smithson assisted with the study and analyses. All authors helped to 
conceptualize ideas, interpret findings, and review drafts of the manuscript. 
(see http://www.ajph.org/misc/ifora.shtml) 
 

All authors must take responsibility in writing for the accuracy of the manuscript, and 
one author must be the guarantor and take responsibility for the work as a whole.  
 
Acknowledgements are acceptable for people who do not qualify as authors but provided 
support for the study and manuscript. Examples of suitable acknowledgements may 
include: people who provided assistance with technical analysis, manuscript preparation, 
study design, or data collection.  Other entities may include funders, in-kind contributors, 
clinician investigators or interviewers. Additional guidance on authorship and 
acknowledgements is provided by the International Committee of Medical Journal 
Editors (available at http://www.icmje.org/#author).  
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
Declarations of interest (including competing interests) include facts that may influence 
the judgment of authors, reviewers, and editors; these potential conflicts often are not 
immediately apparent to others or to the reviewer. They may be personal, commercial, 
political, academic, or financial. Financial interests may include employment, research 
funding (received or pending), stock or share ownership, patents, payment for lectures or 
travel, consultancies, non-financial support, or fiduciary interest in a company. The 
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perception or appearance of an interest alone, without regard to substance, may suggest 
conflicting interests and should be reported.  All such interests (or their absence) must be 
declared in writing by authors upon submission of the manuscript. If any are declared, 
they should be published with the article. If there is doubt about whether to declare an 
interest, it should be disclosed.  
 
Sources of full or partial funding or other support for the research must be declared and 
should be described in an acknowledgement if the manuscript is published; if anyone 
besides the authors is involved in analysis, interpretation, or control of the data, this must 
also be declared. The role of the funding organization or sponsor in the design and 
conduct of the study; in the collection, analysis, and interpretation of the data; and in the 
preparation, review, or approval of the manuscript should be specified.  Authors should 
report on the previous three years of activity when declaring interests, with a potential 
requested update upon acceptance.  This information is confidential until publication of 
the manuscript. 
 
Peer reviewers for the journal should annually declare to the editor-in-chief any interests, 
financial or non-financial, that might affect their work for the journal. Non-financial 
interests may include peer contributions to a similar manuscript under review in the same 
or another journal, a similar research project nearing completion, a close collaboration (or 
competition) with one of the authors of the manuscript, etc. Additionally, any reviewer 
who has reason to believe he or she should declare an interest regarding a particular 
manuscript should be required to declare such interest to the editor, who will then 
determine his or her appropriate level of involvement. 
 
Editors can also have conflicts of interest, and members of the editorial team should be 
required to declare any possible interests as and when they arise (these will differ 
according to the level of involvement of editorial team members, but should be addressed 
for all). Editors assigned the review of a manuscript in which they may have a conflict of 
interest should recuse themselves from that supervision, and it should be reassigned to 
another editor with no such interest. To increase transparency and trust, the policies that 
govern the management of such potential conflicts should be available to readers in the 
print journal or on the Web. 
 
Manuscripts authored by members of the editorial team present a special instance. The 
review of these manuscripts must always be supervised by the editor-in-chief, who will 
review the decision of the assigned decision editor for objectivity before the decision is 
final. 
 
Audits of declaration of interest statements will be conducted at the discretion of the 
Editor in Chief. 
 
 
 
 
 



AJPH Policy on Ethical Principles • October 23, 2009  4 

Peer Review 
 
Peer review is fundamental to the publication process and the dissemination of science, 
policy, and analytic assessments. Peer reviewers are experts chosen by editors to provide 
written assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of written research, with the aim of 
improving the reporting of research and identifying the most appropriate and highest 
quality material for the journal. Peer reviewers selected for the AJPH are required to meet 
at least minimum standards regarding their background in original research, publication 
of articles, formal training, and previous critical appraisal of manuscripts. Peer reviewers 
should be experts in the scientific question, policy, or analytical topic addressed in the 
articles they review, and should be selected for their objectivity and overall knowledge. 
 
Reviews are expected to be professional, honest, courteous, prompt, and constructive. 
The desired major elements of a high-quality review should be as follows: 
 

• The reviewer should have identified and commented on major strengths and 
weaknesses of study design and methodology.  

• The reviewer should comment accurately and constructively upon the quality of 
the author's interpretation of the data, including acknowledgment of its 
limitations.  

• The reviewer should comment on major strengths and weaknesses of the 
manuscript as a written communication, independent of the design, methodology, 
results, and interpretation of the study.  

• The reviewer should comment on any ethical concerns raised by the study, or any 
possible evidence of low standards of scientific conduct.  

• The reviewer should provide the author with useful suggestions for improvement 
of the manuscript.  

• The reviewer should evaluate the submission on its scientific, policy, or analytic 
value and the robustness of its conclusions independently of his/her personal 
opinion on the issue.  

• The review should provide the editor the proper context and perspective to make a 
decision on acceptance (and/or revision) of the manuscript.  

 
A submitted manuscript is a privileged communication; reviewers must treat it as 
confidential. It should not be retained or copied. Also, reviewers must not share the 
manuscript with any colleagues without the explicit permission of the editor. Reviewers 
and editors must not make any personal or professional use of the data, arguments, or 
interpretations (other than those directly involved in its peer review) prior to publication 
unless they have the authors' specific permission or are writing an editorial or 
commentary to accompany the article. 
 
Editorial Decisions 
 
Decisions about a manuscript should be based only on its importance, methodological 
rigor, originality, clarity, and relevance to the journal's mission. Studies with negative 
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results, or those challenging previously published work or widely held beliefs, should 
receive equal consideration. 
 
Statements made by authors that are defamatory or otherwise unreasonably critical 
towards persons or institutions may jeopardize the objectivity of the AJPH and create 
ground for requested amendments to or rejection of the manuscript. 
 
 
Originality, Prior Publication, and Media Relations  
 
The AJPH does not publish work that has been published elsewhere, with the exception 
of work that has been presented as an abstract or in a report of a scientific meeting, or 
reprinting of classic papers that have historical value. The journal's embargo policy is 
available online (http://www.apha.org/about/news/ajphreleases/ajphpresspolicy.htm).  
 
Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism is scientific misconduct and includes the use of others' published and 
unpublished ideas or words (or other intellectual property) without attribution or 
permission, and presenting them as new and original rather than derived from an existing 
source. The intent and effect of plagiarism is to mislead the reader as to the contributions 
of the plagiarizer. This applies whether the ideas or words are taken from abstracts, 
research grant applications, Institutional Review Board applications, or unpublished or 
published manuscripts in any publication format (print or electronic). 
 
Self-plagiarism refers to the practice of an author using portions of their previous 
writings on the same topic in another of their publications, without specifically citing it. 
All previous work from the author(s) should be properly cited if used in submitted 
manuscripts. 
 
Responding to Allegations of Possible Misconduct 
 
Definitions of Misconduct 
 
Deception may be deliberate, by reckless disregard of possible consequences, or by 
ignorance. Since the underlying goal of misconduct is to deliberately deceive others as to 
the truth, the journal's preliminary investigation of potential misconduct must take into 
account not only the particular act or omission, but also the apparent intention (as best it 
can be determined) of the person involved. Misconduct does not include unintentional 
error. The most common forms of scientific misconduct include (the following are taken 
with minor modification from the Office of Research Integrity publication Analysis of 
Institutional Policies for Responding to Allegations of Scientific Misconduct, 
http://ori.hhs.gov/documents/institutional_policies.pdf, accessed 05/25/07):  
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• Falsification of data: ranges from fabrication to deceptive selective reporting of 
findings and omission of conflicting data, or willful suppression and/or distortion 
of data.  

• Plagiarism: The appropriation of the language, ideas, or thoughts of another 
without crediting their true source, and representation of them as one's own 
original work (see prior section).  

• Improprieties of authorship: Improper assignment of credit, such as excluding 
others, misrepresentation of the same material as original in more than one 
publication, inclusion of individuals as authors who have not made a contribution 
to the work published; or submission of multi-authored publications without the 
concurrence of all authors.  

• Misappropriation of the ideas of others: an important aspect of scholarly 
activity is the exchange of ideas among colleagues. Scholars can acquire novel 
ideas from others during the process of reviewing grant applications and 
manuscripts. However, improper use of such information can constitute fraud. 
Wholesale appropriation of such material constitutes misconduct.  

• Violation of generally accepted research practices: Serious deviation from 
accepted practices in proposing or carrying out research, improper manipulation 
of experiments to obtain biased results, deceptive statistical or analytical 
manipulations, or improper reporting of results.  

• Material failure to comply with legislative and regulatory requirements 
affecting research: Including but not limited to serious or substantial, repeated, 
willful violations of applicable local regulations and law involving the use of 
funds, care of animals, human subjects, investigational drugs, recombinant 
products, new devices, or radioactive, biologic, or chemical materials.  

• Inappropriate behavior in relation to misconduct: this includes unfounded or 
knowingly false accusations of misconduct, failure to report known or suspected 
misconduct, withholding or destruction of information relevant to a claim of 
misconduct and retaliation against persons involved in the allegation or 
investigation. 

• This includes qualifications, experience, or research accomplishments to advance 
the research program, to obtain external funding, or for other professional 
advancement. 

 
Responses to Possible Misconduct 
 
Misconduct allegations will be investigated by a committee consisting of the editor-in-
chief, the editorial board chair, and other editors and editorial board members, as 
determined by the editor-in-chief and editorial board chair, who have specific expertise in 
the area being investigated. 
 
When allegations concern authors, the peer review and publication process for the 
manuscript in question will be halted while the process above is carried out. The 
investigation will be completed even if the authors withdraw their paper, and the 
responses below will still be considered. In the case of allegations against reviewers or 
editors, they will be replaced in the review process while the matter is investigated. Those 
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who are the subject of such allegations will be given the opportunity to respond and 
provide data supporting their response. 
 
All such allegations should be kept confidential; the number of inquiries and those 
involved should be kept to the minimum necessary to achieve this end. Whenever 
possible, references to the case in writing should be kept anonymous. 
 
Journals have an obligation to readers and the public to ensure that their published 
research is both accurate and adheres to the highest ethical standard. Therefore, if an 
inquiry concludes there is a reasonable possibility of misconduct, responses should be 
undertaken, chosen in accordance with the apparent magnitude of the misconduct. 
Responses may be applied separately or combined, and their implementation should 
depend on the circumstances of the case as well as the responses of the participating 
parties and institutions. The following options are ranked in approximate order of 
severity: 
 

• A letter of explanation (and education) sent only to the person against whom the 
complaint is made, where there appears to be a genuine and innocent 
misunderstanding of principles or procedure.  

• A letter of reprimand to the same party, warning of the consequences of future 
such instances, where the misunderstanding appears to be not entirely innocent.  

• A formal letter referring the concerns to the relevant head of educational 
institution and/or funding body, with all the commentary and evidence collected 
by the journal. This will occur when it is believed that genuine misconduct is 
likely to have occurred, and its goal will be to submit the case for consideration of 
formal review and judgment by organizations better suited to that task than a peer 
review journal.  

• A formal letter as above, including a written request to the supervising institution 
that a investigation be carried out and the findings of that inquiry reported in 
writing to the journal.  

• Publication of a notice of redundant or duplicate publication or plagiarism, if 
appropriate (and unequivocally documented). Such publication will not require 
approval of authors, and should be reported to their institution.  

• Formal withdrawal or retraction of the paper from the scientific literature, 
published in the journal, informing readers and the indexing authorities (National 
Library of Medicine, etc), if there is a formal finding of misconduct by an 
institution. Such publication will not require approval of authors, should be 
reported to their institution, and should be readily visible and identifiable in the 
journal. It should also meet other requirements established by the International 
Committee of Journal Editors (www.icmje.org/#correct, accessed 05/25/07). 
Formal withdrawal or retraction of paper will take place only after a thorough 
investigation that includes due process for the author and an opportunity for the 
author to present a defense against any allegations before a neutral group of peers. 
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Editors or reviewers who are found to have engaged in scientific misconduct should be 
removed from further association with the journal, and this fact reported to their 
institution.  
 
Relation of the Journal to the Sponsoring Society 
 
The primary responsibility of the editor-in-chief is to inform and educate readers, with 
attention to the accuracy and importance of journal articles, and to protect and strengthen 
the integrity and quality of the journal and its processes. The publisher is ultimately 
responsible for all aspects of publishing the journal, including its staff, budget, and 
business policies. The relationship between publisher and the editor-in-chief should be 
based on mutual respect and trust, and recognition of each other's authority and 
responsibilities, because conflicts can damage the intellectual integrity and reputation of 
the journal and its financial success. 
 
The following are guidelines for protecting the responsibility and authority of the editor-
in-chief and publisher:  
 

• The conditions of the editor-in-chief's employment, including authority, 
responsibilities, term of appointment, and mechanisms for resolving conflict, 
should be explicitly stated in writing and approved by both the editor and 
publisher before the editor is appointed. The same applies to any agreement on 
interpretation and/or amendment of such conditions, after appointment. 

• The editor-in-chief should have full authority over the editorial content of the 
journal, generally referred to as “editorial independence.” The publisher should 
not interfere in the evaluation, selection, or editing of individual articles, either 
directly or by creating an environment in which editorial decisions are strongly 
influenced.  

• Editorial decisions should be based mainly on the validity of the work and its 
importance to readers, not the commercial success of the journal. Editors should 
be free to express critical but responsible views without fear of retribution, even if 
these views might conflict with the commercial goals of the publisher. To 
maintain this position, editors should seek input from a broad array of advisors, 
such as reviewers, editorial staff, the editorial board, and readers.  

• The editor-in-chief should establish procedures that guard against the influence of 
commercial and personal self-interest on editorial decisions.  

• The publisher has the right to hire and fire the editor-in-chief, but the publisher 
should dismiss the editor-in-chief only for substantial academic or administrative 
reasons. Examples of these reasons include: a pattern of irresponsible editorial 
decisions, scientific misconduct, disagreement with the overall editorial direction 
of the journal, or unlawful acts, that are incompatible with a position of trust.  

• The editor-in-chief is an appointee of the Executive Board of the American Public 
Health Association and the editor-in-chief’s appointment status is governed by 
their administrative policies with these ethical principles in mind. 

 



AJPH Policy on Ethical Principles • October 23, 2009  9 

Acknowledgments: This document was drafted based on modifications to “Publication 
Ethics Policies for Medical Journals” developed by the World Association of Medical 
Editors (http://www.wame.org/resources/publication-ethics-policies-for-medical-journals, 
accessed 05/25/07) as well as other resources as referenced throughout this document 
from organizations including the World Medical Association, U.S. Public Health Service, 
the DHHS Office of Integrity Research, and the International Committee of Journal 
Editors. In addition, recognition is extended to the AJPH Editorial Board and AJPH 
Editors for their review, recommendations, and edits to this document. 



March 2005, Vol 95, No. 3 | American Journal of Public Health Editorials | 377

 EDITORIALS

Editorial
Independence
at the Journal

The title of this editorial honors
Richard Smith, the outgoing editor
of BMJ, who recently published a
spirited and honorable editorial of
his own, “Editorial Independence
at the BMJ.”1 That short piece
helped crystallize for us a com-
mon underlying principle as we
wrangled over issues of guest edi-
torship, outside funding for Jour-
nal publications, and peer review
of various categories of papers.

We began writing this editorial
in March 2004 at the annual
spring meeting of the Journal’s ed-
itorial board and editors. Allocat-
ing 12 months for preparation
and publication of this editorial al-
lowed us to gain additional input
from the American Public Health
Association’s executive board in
addition to the Journal editorial
board and editorial team mem-
bers during the 132nd Annual
Meeting and Exposition of the As-
sociation in November 2004.
Genuine collaboration takes time
and many drafts to get it right.

The motivation for writing this
piece at this particular time came
not from outright threats to con-
tinued editorial independence at
the Journal, but rather from our
collective desire to reaffirm the
core value of editorial freedom.
Together, we represent the editor-
in-chief (M.E.N.), the outgoing ed-
itorial board chair (K.R.M.), the
incoming editorial board chair
(M.L.H.), the executive editor
(N.J.J.), and the publisher (G.C.B.)
of the Journal. This is not our first
attempt at coauthorship,2 nor will
it be our last. We honor the pro-
cess and enjoy the struggle of
working together to uphold the
scientific integrity and ethical
principles that form the common

mission of the Journal and the
Association, that is, to continue to
strive to improve public health
for everyone.3 Nonetheless, we
wish to underscore the very real
need for a clear separation be-
tween the Journal and the Associ-
ation on editorial matters, as
elaborated below.

As representatives of both the
Journal and the Association, we
agree with Smith when he asserts,
“Journals should be on the side of
the powerless not the powerful,
the governed not the governors. If
readers once hear that important,
relevant, and well argued articles
are being suppressed or that arti-
cles are being published simply to
fulfill hidden political agendas,
then the credibility of the publica-
tion collapses—and everybody
loses.”1(p0) Furthermore, we want
to avoid even the appearance of
threats to editorial independence
vis-à-vis new Journal and Associa-
tion initiatives and to reassure our
readers and members that edito-
rial freedom is alive and well.

This is no small affirmation.
We live in a time when there are
increasing attempts to censor or
restrict information provided to
the public under the auspices of
national security.4 Limitations on
societal resources for health care
have reduced funding from med-
ical schools and hospitals for the
infrastructure of continuing med-
ical education (CME); commer-
cial support now constitutes more
than 50% of the total income of
accredited CME providers.5 The
cumulative influence of this sup-
port is increasingly biasing CME
development, presentation, and
participation toward topics that
benefit commercial interests.5

Smith, unconventional editor
and original thinker that he is,
believes that “[u]ltimately . . .
editorial independence is a space
in editors’ heads, a complex func-
tion of their personality, courage,
power, and the pressures they
feel from owners, business peo-
ple, and others.”1(p0) We appreci-
ate this belief. But given how
fundamentally important editorial
independence is to safeguarding
the public’s health and upholding
the scientific integrity of the Jour-
nal, we have elected to go public
with our plan to defend editorial
independence now and in the
future by making this statement
of our collective position.

REAFFIRMING THE BASIS
FOR EDITORIAL
INDEPENDENCE

In 2000, the Journal reaf-
firmed its commitment to edito-
rial independence in the wake of
a spate of sudden changes in edi-
tors-in-chief at renowned medical
journals, including our own.6 The
Journal and the International
Committee of Medical Journal
Editors7 have since adopted the
definition of editorial freedom en-
dorsed by the World Association
of Medical Editors (WAME) and
posted on its Web site on June
19, 2000.8 The preamble—which
is often omitted from definitions
of editorial independence—states
the following:

Editors-in-chief and the owners
of their journals both want the
journals to succeed, but they
have different roles. The pri-
mary responsibilities of the
editors-in-chief are to inform
and educate readers, with atten-
tion to the accuracy and impor-
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tance of journal articles, and to
protect and strengthen the in-
tegrity and quality of the jour-
nal and its processes. Owners
are ultimately responsible for all
aspects of publishing the jour-
nal, including its staff, budget,
and business policies. The rela-
tionship between owners and
editors-in-chief should be based
on mutual respect and trust,
and recognition of each other’s
authority and responsibilities,
because conflicts can damage
the intellectual integrity and
reputation of the journal and its
financial success.8

We have embodied these
words. We all want the Journal to
succeed in its stated mission to
advance public health research,
policy, practice, and education.8

After several years of enormous
activity and transitions that have
kept us challenged yet hopeful,2

we are beginning a period where
we are focused on improving our
communications, processes, and
procedures. In this positive light,
we reaffirm the second guideline
for protecting the responsibility
and authority of editors-in-chief
and owners set forth by WAME,
namely:

Editors-in-chief should have full
authority over the editorial con-
tent of the journal, generally re-
ferred to as “editorial independ-
ence.” Owners should not
interfere in the evaluation, se-
lection, or editing of individual
articles, either directly or by
creating an environment in
which editorial decisions are
strongly influenced.8

This is what most readers and
members think of as “editorial
freedom.” Yet there are other
guidelines under this principle, as
well as 4 endorsed “responsibili-
ties of medical editors” listed on
the WAME Web site.8 The
WAME guidelines were very use-
ful to us in sorting through the
seemingly diverse issues of guest
editorship, outside funding for
Journal publications, and peer
review.

GUEST EDITORS

We have previously suggested
that if the Journal is to contribute
to social change that eliminates
health and other inequalities, we
need to continue to enlist the sup-
port and contributions of partners
inside and outside the health sec-
tor.10 As the Journal is our forum
for advancing public health and
social justice,2 we have enlisted
the talents and expertise of de-
voted public health leaders to
“guest edit” theme issues of the
Journal. Our volunteer guest edi-
tors set the vision of the issue
and often write the lead editorial
or the editor’s choice column that
introduces the issue to our read-
ers. At times, they draft calls for
papers that are published in the
Journal and circulated through
other formal and informal means
to reach potential authors with
targeted messages. Guest editors
also personally recruit outstand-
ing work from experts in the field
that might not otherwise appear
in the Journal. In addition, they
suggest peer reviewers that help
us to broaden our reviewer data-
base and to ensure scholarship of
a high level. However, the ulti-
mate challenge for guest editors
is to create a cohesive body of
work that will advance the field
of public health.

In order to track the flow of
papers and reviews, guest editors
have privileges in our database
tracking system that allow them
to view all submissions on a
given theme, as well as their at-
tendant reviews and editorial de-
cisions. Guest editors do not,
however, render any of the edito-
rial decisions to reject, revise, or
accept a given paper; only official
members of the editorial team
have such authority and the
“heavy lifting” responsibility of
reading, reviewing, and guiding

the editorial and peer review
processes for formal submissions.
This policy ensures that the stan-
dards of the Journal are met and
that an official member of the ed-
itorial team serves as the “respon-
sible editor” or editor of record
for each and every paper submit-
ted, reviewed, accepted, and pub-
lished. Further, this policy pro-
tects the guest editor from peer
pressure or attempts to influence
decisions regarding acceptance or
rejection of Journal contents. This
is consonant with the third guide-
line that WAME lists under edito-
rial independence, namely:

Editorial decisions should be
based mainly on the validity of
the work and its importance to
readers. . . . To maintain this po-
sition, editors should seek input
from a broad array of advisors,
such as reviewers, editorial staff,
an editorial board, and readers.8

To this list we would respect-
fully add “guest editors.”

OUTSIDE FUNDING

In October 2001, the CARE–
CDC Health Initiative sponsored
an issue of the Journal devoted to
global health and provided re-
sources as needed to ensure that
the involved authors, editors, and
staff were able to meet the tight
publication deadlines.11 Thus
began our “modern era” of part-
nering with public health founda-
tions, agencies, and institutions to
raise funds to help offset the costs
to the Association of investments
in Journal infrastructure (such as
devising and maintaining its Web-
based manuscript tracking sys-
tem) and enhancements (includ-
ing enlisting the services of
talented designers to help concep-
tualize and select the cover of the
Journal each month). Here
WAME advises that “in order to
assure the honesty and integrity
of the content of [the Journal] and

minimize bias,” it is necessary to
separate “the editorial and busi-
ness functions of [the Journal].”8

Hence, all proceeds from part-
nering foundations, agencies, and
institutions raised to support Jour-
nal issues, supplements, or any
portion thereof, are administered
by the Association and deposited
directly into the overall Associa-
tion budget. Neither the editor-in-
chief nor any member of the edi-
torial team receives any monetary
compensation from Journal fund-
ing arrangements with outside
partners. This “firewall” between
the editors and funding partners is
essential to avoid even the appear-
ance of “bought pages” or the low-
ering of standards for publication.

PEER REVIEW

Finally, according to the Inter-
national Council of Medical Jour-
nal Editors, “unbiased, indepen-
dent, critical assessment is an
intrinsic part of all scholarly work,
including the scientific process.
Peer review is the critical assess-
ment of manuscripts submitted to
journals by experts who are not
part of the editorial staff. Peer re-
view can therefore be viewed as
an important extension of the sci-
entific process.”7 Over the past
several years, Journal editors have
made a deliberate decision to
peer review more of the depart-
ment papers and other “front
pieces” than in the past. Further,
every Journal article that is peer
reviewed is marked as such at the
bottom of each page. This policy
has better ensured that positions
expressed in the Journal are vet-
ted by persons other than mem-
bers of the formal editorial team.
We also mandate that all peer re-
views and editorial decisions on
all papers submitted, reviewed,
accepted, and published be part
of the Journal database repository
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and that all authors, peer review-
ers, and editors fully disclose any
conflicts of interest.

While we have taken a num-
ber of steps to ensure editorial in-
dependence of the Journal, the
day-to-day threats to that inde-
pendence are usually subtle and
difficult to address directly. These
threats include but are not lim-
ited to the pressure exerted by
ambitious authors and guest edi-
tors to subvert the peer review
process and push work through
by appealing to outside profes-
sional collaborations; frustrations
expressed at the length of time
reviews take to come in and edi-
torial decisions take to come out;
and the self-censorship fostered
by fraught climates and limited
resources. Editorial independ-
ence requires great vigilance and
responsibility on the part of the
editorial team, the publisher, po-
tential authors, Association mem-
bers and leaders, and the
broader readership to live up to
the principles and spirit of the at-

tendant guidelines. Editorial free-
dom is evidenced in the many
decisions made by the editorial
and production staffs every day.
It is so central to our mission that
we are willing to go to the wall to
protect the Journal against any in-
fringements—real or perceived—
on this core value. Expect us to
remain true to our mission of ad-
vancing public health by holding
one another accountable to the
principle of editorial independ-
ence as we continue to evolve
the Journal to meet new publish-
ing mandates.

Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH
Kenneth R. McLeroy, PhD

M. Lyndon Haviland, DrPH
Nancy J. Johnson, MA

Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP
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AJPH External Funding Process Policy 
April 3, 2008 

 
 
The intention of this policy is to provide the necessary ethical protection for the Editor-in-
Chief and Publisher when inquiries are received regarding monetary support for AJPH 
theme issues, sections, or supplemental issues. The process includes the steps 
described below which are designed to provide a transparent and consistent process for 
the review of external funding proposals. For the purpose of this policy, the Editor-in-
Chief and Publisher may appoint designees to act on their behalf as appropriate. 
 
1. When an inquiry comes to the Publisher about supporting AJPH theme issues, 

sections, or supplemental issues, the Publisher will forward the current cost estimate 
sheet for print and online theme issues, section, and supplemental issues to the 
potential funder, with copies to the Editorial Board Chair, the Editor-in-Chief, and the 
Publisher. The Publisher will also: (1) provide the potential funding agency with a 
copy of the Editorial Board statement1 that describes the process of submission and 
review of all manuscripts vis-a-vis the online peer review system; (2) inform the 
potential funding source about the Editorial Board policy on the authority of the 
Editor-in-Chief for AJPH content2; and (3) request a brief description of the proposed 
theme issue, section, or supplemental issue. 

 
2. Upon receipt of the proposal description, the Publisher will provide copies to the 

Editorial Board Chair and the Editor-in-Chief for their review.  
 
3. Upon receiving the brief description, the Editorial Board Chair, in consultation with the 

Editorial Board Deputy Chair and other board members as appropriate, will notify the 
Publisher and the Editor-in-Chief as to whether or not the Editorial Board identifies a 
potential conflict of interest with the proposal. The decision of the Editorial Board on 
conflicts of interest is final. 

 
4. The Editor-in-Chief will conduct a separate review and will notify the Publisher as to 

whether or not the proposed theme issue, section, or supplemental issue is 
recommended, given the current AJPH schedule, editorial resources available to 
carry out the proposal, or other issues which might conflict with the proposal.  

 
5. In the process of conducting the review, the Editor-in-Chief may contact the potential 

funding source to discuss AJPH policies on types of papers, the editorial and peer 
review process, scheduling, or other AJPH-related issues. Specific issues identified 
will be conveyed to the Publisher, and when appropriate to the Editorial Board Chair.  
 

6. After receiving the proposal reviews by the Editorial Board Chair and the Editor-in-
Chief, the Publisher will notify the person making the proposal about the decision. 
The Publisher will also include instructions about funding arrangements. Contractual 
agreements between the Publisher and funding source will be copied to the Editorial 
Board Chair, the Editor-in-Chief, and the Publisher. In cases of disagreement about 
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funding, the Publisher is strongly encouraged to jointly consult with the Editor-in-Chief 
and Editorial Board Chair.  

 
7. Once a decision is made to move forward with a funded theme issue, section, or 

supplemental issue, the normal editorial and peer review processes will proceed with 
formal submission of all potential papers through http://submit.ajph.org. There are no 
guarantees that any individual paper will be accepted or scheduled in any particular 
theme issue, section, or supplemental issue. Moreover, the Editor-in-Chief, in 
consultation with formal/guest editors and working within the limits imposed by the 
production process, has final approval of the content of all theme issues, sections, 
and supplement issues, to include images. 

 
8. Each theme issue, section, or supplemental issue of the AJPH that is supported by 

external funding sources will include acknowledgement of the source of funding and 
any modification(s) to existing AJPH procedures that resulted from the funding. 

 
9. Each year, the Editorial Board Chair and Editor-in-Chief will be provided with a list of 

AJPH external funding sources and any special publication arrangements.  
 
                                                 
1 AJPH Editorial Board Submission Statement: All AJPH article submissions, including those for proposed 
funded supplements or themes, utilize the online submission system at http://submit.ajph.org, and go 
through rigorous peer review. There are no guarantees that any individual paper will be accepted. 
 
2 American Journal of Public Health Policy on Ethical Principles, adopted November 3, 2007. 
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AJPH Annual Budget Request Procedure 
March 4, 2008 

 
 

1. Review and revise the AJPH Strategic Plan at the spring semi-annual meeting and discuss 
possible budget and funding implications. 
 

2. Establish budget needs discussion as a November standing agenda item. This agenda item 
should be on the editors’ agenda, the Editor Board’s agenda, and as a summary discussion 
on the joint agenda. 

 
3. Establish a standing AJPH Joint Budget Committee, with equal representation from 

editors and board members, for a total of 6 committee members. The Editor-in Chief will 
appoint the editors’ representatives and the Editorial Board Chair will appoint the Board’s 
representatives bi-annually. The Editorial Board Chair will serve as one of the members of 
the committee. 

 
4. In order to understand the AJPH budget more precisely, the AJPH Joint Budget 

Committee will request from the Publisher additional detail in the AJPH budget categories 
as needed. 

 
5. Budget needs identified in November will be compiled by the AJPH Joint Budget 

Committee and prepared as a formal request in the form of a work plan. A work plan 
includes key program objectives and goals, encompassing a budget period from July 1 
through June 30. The journal budget typically has 5 to 10 goals that may be either existing 
or new goals. 

 
6. Each goal that is put forth should have a “Plan of Action” that accompanies it and a 

carefully researched cost estimate. 
 

7. The Editorial Board Chair will submit the formal budget request to the Publisher by 
January 20 of each year. 



Summary of APHA Finances and Budget 
 
Procedure 
 

• The APHA budget encompasses the period from July 1 through June 30.  
• Discussion and planning for the next fiscal year starts at least 6 months earlier, in January.  
• Although many programs and activities do not change significantly, revenues still need to 

be evaluated and expenses carefully reviewed. 
 
Step 1 
 

• Workplans are due for review by the Executive Director during the first week of 
February.  

 
• A workplan includes key program objectives and goals. The journal budget typically has 5 

to 10 goals that may be either existing or new goals.  
 

• The goal that is put forth should have a “Plan of Action” that accompanies it and a 
carefully researched cost estimate 

 
• A final step is to allocate the percentage of the workplan that contributes to each of the 

goals of the association (from the Strategic Map). These are: 
 

o --To Improve Effectiveness of Policy and Advocacy 
o --To Improve Public Health Science and Practice 
o --To Increase Member Engagement and Expand Membership 
o --To Strengthen Organization Capacity 

 
 Step 2 
 

Budget manager meets with Dr. Benjamin, the executive director, and the CFO, by mid-
February to review workplans. At this point, a decision is made to move forward with 
some items and put other items on a “wish list.”  

 
Step 3 
 

• The accounting staff generates a first draft of the entire budget for review with budget 
managers during the last week of March.  

• During a meeting with individual managers, requests are reviewed and adjusted if 
appropriate. Predictably, the total APHA budget is much higher in expenses than in 
revenues, so further adjustments are needed. 

 
Step 4 
 

• After further revisions, a second draft is generated by the first week of April, which is 
reviewed and adjusted further.  



• The final document is printed and mailed to the Executive Board for approval at their 
meeting in the first week in May. 

 
Overview 
 
There are four different cost centers that relate to journal revenues and expenses. These cost 
centers are loosely referred to as AJPH General (262000), AJPH Editors (262001), AJPH 
Editorial Board (262002), and APHA Advertising. Actual revenues and expenses are tracked over 
the year in each of these cost centers. In 2004, APHA switched from a calendar year to a fiscal 
year for budgeting, so the first 6 months of that year are listed separately. Most columns contain 
actual figures, but the final column contains the costs and revenues anticipated for the current 
year. 
 
Advertising revenue has fallen off, particularly in print, while online ad revenue is improving but 
only gradually; this parallels what has happened to newspapers and other print media. Grant 
revenue has varied considerably from year to year. Property management, rent and utility costs 
have increased significantly. The expenses in the AJPH budget do include indirect costs such as 
IT and accounting services and the loan for the building. Editor and editorial board expenses are 
listed mainly under Consulting Services and Travel and Related Costs, respectively, and account 
for about 14% of the budgeted expenses. 
 
Efforts in recent years have included more investment in marketing to sell extra subscriptions and 
an increase in cost of the journal while trying to keep expenses affordable for small organizations 
by implementing use of tiered pricing.  
 
Recommendations 
 
The trend is toward an increase in deficits and more reliance on other APHA revenues to bolster 
the journal. Like other associations, APHA dedicates a portion of membership dues and other 
revenues to the journal. But APHA membership is also flat or slightly declining. It is time to start 
thinking about where expenses can be contained, and the costs of printing and production are the 
biggest targets on the page. They are followed by staff and consultant costs, building and 
equipment costs, and online costs. It is a good time to start the online only discussion and begin to 
figure out whether we increase our rejection rate or cut out some printing expenses. It doesn’t 
have to be drastic or done all at once. However, it would be essential to calculate the lost 
advertising dollars. An alternative would be to expand advertising.  
 
There are beginning to be many models for online only printing, and the journal needs to consider 
them as well as the wants and needs of its members. A recent survey suggests that members still 
prefer print and online versions, but it may be possible that one works just as well as the other for 
some purposes. Academic topics lend themselves to online search and retrieval, and the use of 
online services for providing information supplemental to print is increasing greatly. Further 
follow up of these trends can provide valuable information and help to inform discussions and 
plans as they begin to take shape and provide the model for a new future in journal publishing. 
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American Journal of Public Health Editorial Board 
Report to the Governing Council •  August, 2009 

 
The vision of the American Journal of Public Health (AJPH) is to be the premier, most 
comprehensive, source of public health research, policy, practice, and education; and the 
Journal’s mission is to advance public health research, policy, practice, and education. 
 
Supporting the vision and mission are the journalistic and editorial values of the AJPH.  
These include editorial independence, strong science, diverse and provocative 
viewpoints, social justice, and quality, timely, accessible, and useful public health 
information.  Furthermore, the AJPH endorses the values of the American Public Health 
Association (APHA), which include health, equity, diversity1, empowerment, integrity, 
dignity, and knowledge for individuals and communities throughout the world. 
 
Strategic Plan 
 
The AJPH Editorial Board continues to carry forward its vision and mission through the 
implementation of goals of the strategic plan. We advance our strategic planning 
enterprise in close collaboration with the Editor-in-Chief and her Editorial team, the 
publisher, and the APHA editorial staff. The strategic plan solidifies the Journal’s 
commitment to serving the diverse needs of the membership of APHA through engaging 
practitioners, students, and the public health research community. It also emphasizes the 
role of the Editorial Board in supporting the continued growth and enhancement of 
AJPH. Our strategic plan has been transformed by bringing a systems science orientation 
to the forefront of our mission as we have recently described in our March 2009 editorial: 
“Resolving Conflict”. 
    
 
Seven goals are reflected in the strategic plan and include: 
 
Goal 1: Position the Journal as “the place to publish” timely, quality, cutting edge 

public health research, practice, policy, and education manuscripts. 
 

Goal 2: Expand the publication of the applications of science and research in Journal 
manuscripts. 

 
Goal 3: Increase media coverage of the Journal at the national, state, and local levels in 

order to increase public awareness of public health issues, APHA, and AJPH. 
 
Goal 4: Increase U.S. and global readers of the Journal, including students, non-

members, members, and institutions. 

                                                
1 Diversity is an important issue for the Journal and for public health and can include a wide range of 
characteristics, including gender, ethnicity, age, education, subject matter, and geography. At this point in 
time, the diversity emphases across objectives are limited to selected issues, such as first time authors, 
diversity in topics of manuscripts, etc. 
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Goal 5: Expand utilization of the Journal by new audiences. 
 
Goal 6: Continue to improve communications and foster good working relationships 

among APHA leadership groups, the editorial board, editors and Journal staff. 
 
Goal 7: Assure the sustainability and growth of the Journal. 
 
This report is organized by goal to show progress in each of the 7 goal areas. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
Goal 1: Position the Journal as “the place to publish” timely, quality, 

cutting edge public health research, practice, policy, and 
education manuscripts. 

 
 
 
Times from Submission and Acceptance to Publication 
 
Submissions have increased over previous years; in fact they are up 8.5% over 2007 
numbers.  Submissions were 2031 in 2006, 2059 in 2007, and 2236 in 2008 and from 
January through June 2009 there were 1520 submissions, a 36% increase over the same 
period in 2007. In 2006 "Accept" decisions numbered 381 of 2076 (18.4%), in 2007 they 
accounted for 346 of 1933 decisions (17.9%) and in 2008 they accounted for 420 out of 
2203 decisions (19.47%). 
 
The time it takes a paper to move from submission to review was 2.3 months a bit faster 
than in the previous two years taking 2.4 months.  Time from submission to acceptance 
dropped to 5 months, it was 5.7 months in 2007.  And time from submission to online 
publication has dropped– from 11.7 months to 10.5 months – as efforts to publish papers 
early in the First Look section of the journal have intensified. 
 
These improvements reflect the commitment of the APHA staff and the AJPH editors and 
reviewers, whom continually strive to position the AJPH as the premier public health 
journal in the world. 
 
 
Impact of the Journal 
 
A measure of AJPH as “the place to publish” is its impact factor. The Journal’s impact 
factor showed an increase from 2007 to 2008. For 2008 it was 4.241 as compared to 
3.612 for 2007. The Journal ranks in the 1st Quartile, 3 of 76, in the Public, 
Environmental, and Occupational Health category according to the 2008 Journal Citation 
Reports- Social Science Edition.  
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Year Impact 

Factor 
Rank in Science 
Edition 

Rank in Social Sciences 
Edition 

2008 4.241 10/105 3/76 
2007 3.612 10/100 2/77 
2006 3.698 11/98 2/66 
2005 3.566 11/99 2/63 
2004 3.241 8/93 2/60 
2003 3.363 6/89 2/56 
2002 3.279 7/90 9/55 
2001 3.034   
2000 3.269   
1999 3.015   
 
 
According to the Scopus database (maintained by Elsevier and almost twice as 
large as Thomson Scientifics’ JCR), the AJPH is the public health journal with the  
highest H index *worldwide*. It also fares very well according to another indicator, the 
 SJR (a modified impact factor), being ranked 11th in the world. Additional information  
can be obtained at the Scimago website: 
 
http://www.scimagojr.com 
 
 
 

 
     AJPH voted among 100 Most Influential Journals of the Past 
     100 Years by the Special Libraries Association as Part of its  
    Centennial Observance 

 
 

 
 
 
AJPH IS PART OF THE Top 100 Journals in Biology and 
Medicine 
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Copyright © 2009, American College of Chest Physicians  
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Goal 2: Expand the publication of the applications of science and research 

in Journal manuscripts. 
 
The journal continues its commitment to ensure that science and research are intertwined  
throughout the publication of state-of-the art manuscripts and documents that are part of 
the many departments of the journal including: letters to the editor and responses; editor’s  
choice; editorials; commentaries; on the other hand; analytic essays; health policy and  
ethics forum; government, politics, and law; field action reports; statistically speaking;  
images of health; public health then and now; voices from the past; framing health  
matters; and research and practice briefs and research articles. Advancing public health  
from the journal’s perspective has also meant supporting many health topics of interest to 
the readership through external funding projects.  
 
Topics that have been secured through external funding include: environmental and 
occupational justice; the federal collaboration on health disparities research collection; 
influenza preparedness and response; modeling to advance tobacco control policy; health 
communication and social marketing; the science of eliminating health disparities; public 
health surveillance and health information management; Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander health; environmental approaches to obesity prevention; 
and the role and value of school-based health care. The journal through this external 
funding venue has appropriated a total support of $665,000.00. These efforts of 
dissemination of science and translation have been closely linked to our cornerstone of 
benchmarks of editorial independence, peer review and ethical principles that have 
guided our publication efforts.          
 
Importantly, the Journal has recently endorsed the CONSORT Statement, and the 
following text now appears in the Instructions for Authors posted at www.ajph.org: 
 

 

“AJPH – Bringing the Best of 
Public Health to all Corners of 
the World” 
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The CONSORT Statement 

The CONSORT Statement (www.consort-statement.org) is intended to improve 
the reporting of a randomized controlled trial (RCT), enabling readers to 
understand the design, conduct, analysis, and interpretation of a trial, and to 
assess the validity of its results. It emphasizes that such understanding can only 
be achieved through complete transparency from authors. Investigators and 
editors developed and revised the CONSORT (CONsolidated Standards of 
Reporting Trials) Statement to help authors improve reporting of two-parallel 
design RCTs by using a checklist and flow diagram. Extensions of the 
CONSORT Statement have been developed for other types of study designs, 
interventions, and data. 

Source:  
 
Vaughan R. AJPH endorsement of transparency, clarity, and rigor. Am J Public 
Health, Jun 2009; doi:10.2105/AJPH.2008.154609 

 
The TREND Statement 

 
The mission of the Transparent Reporting of Evaluations with Nonrandomized 
Designs (TREND) group is to improve the reporting standards of nonrandomized 
evaluations of behavioral and public health interventions. The TREND statement 
(http://www.TREND-statement.org) is a 22-item checklist specifically 
developed to guide standardized reporting of nonrandomized controlled trials. 
The TREND statement complements the widely adopted CONsolidated 
Standards Of Reporting Trials (CONSORT) statement developed for randomized 
controlled trials. A collective effort in promoting transparent reporting is 
valuable to improve research synthesis and advance evidence-based 
recommendations for best practices and policies. 
 
Source:  
 
Des Jarlais DC, Lyles C, Crepaz N, the TREND Group. Improving the reporting 
quality of nonrandomized evaluations of behavioral and public health 
interventions: The TREND Statement. Am J Public Health. 2004;94:361-366. 
        
 
 
Goal 3: Increase media coverage of the Journal at the national, state, and 

local levels in order to increase public awareness of public health 
issues, APHA, and AJPH. 

 
Public health research as published in the Journal continues to generate a large 
number of stories in the news media. Between Oct. 26, 2008, and July 28, 2009, there 
were roughly 5,000 news reports related to the American Journal of Public Health. 
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This coverage contributes greatly to educating readers and shaping opinion about 
public health policy and practice.  
 
Some highlights of coverage include:  
 
• “Safety: As Speed Limits Rise, So Do Death Tolls”  
The New York Times (July 20, 2009) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/21/health/research/21safe.html?_r=1 
 
• “Army suicides down; new study counts vet disorders”  
Associated Press (July 16, 2009)  
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5ipk5BMxtBprNdALhsrsymy
wLwMAD99  FPBA00 
 
• “A Sick Economy Can Be Hazardous to Your Health” 
The Washington Post (March 31, 2009) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2009/03/30/AR20090330021
71.html 
 
• “The Checkup: Health in the news and in your life” 
The Washington Post (Feb. 17, 2009) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR20090216009
85.html 
 
• “Motorcycle Helmet Laws in the United States From 1990 to 2005: Politics and 
Public Health” 
MdLinx (Feb. 17, 2009) 
http://www.mdlinx.com/HospitalAdminLinx/xml-article.cfm/2591385  
 
• “A Hurdle for Health Reform Patients and their Doctors” 
The New York Times (March 3, 2009) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/03/health/03well.html 
 
• “The Checkup: Health in the news and in your life” 
The Washington Post (Feb. 17, 2009) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR20090216009
85.html 
 
• “Booze Taxes Lower Drinking Rates” 
US News and World Report- Health Day (January 1, 2009)  
http://health.usnews.com/articles/health/healthday/2009/01/15/booze-taxes-lower-
drinkingrates.html   
 
• “Teens are influenced by health risks of smoking” 
Reuters Health (Dec. 31, 2008) 
             http://articles.latimes.com/2008/dec/29/health/he-capsule29 
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• “Living near alcohol sellers may affect youth drinking” 
Los Angeles Times (Dec. 27, 2008) 
             http://articles.latimes.com/2008/dec/29/health/he-capsule29 
 
• Miracle Tax Diet, Op-ed 
The New York Times (December 18, 2008)  
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/18/opinion/18kristof.html 
 
• “Bush touts declining teen drug use; reports vary”  
Associated Press (Dec. 10, 2008)- 
http://www.news8.net/news/stories/1208/576842.html 

 
 
 
2009 November Annual Meeting Theme Water and Public Health  
In coordination with the theme of the annual meeting, AJPH will be doing an issue on 
water and public health in November. 

 
 

Further Marketing 
Again this year there will be a booth at the APHA annual meeting for the American 
Journal of Public Health as well as The Nation’s Health.  Both publications will also be 
available in PubMart.  AJPH is currently advertised in the health catalogs of subscriptions 
agents such as EBSCO and Allen Press. 
 
 
 
Goal 4: Increase U.S. and global readers of the Journal, including 

students, non-members, members, and institutions. 
 
 
Spanish Translation of Journal Abstracts   
As the premier journal of public health in the nation and worldwide, the AJPH is 
committed to promoting public health research policy and practice to a wider global 
audience. To broaden the dissemination of AJPH abstracts, a pilot study was proposed in 
2007 to test the feasibility of having abstracts translated into Spanish in order to facilitate 
the provision of Journal contents to readers whose first language is not English. 
      
The initial steps of this pilot study have yielded two activities: 1) to launch an initial pilot 
translation study on September 2008 of 10 AJPH selected journal abstracts. Both Spanish 
and English versions of the abstracts were included in the pilot material. An introductory 
section was developed to introduce the AJPH reader about this project. A Spanish-
English evaluation form was also developed. The initial response has been very positive.  
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2) A second pilot test is currently underway in which a complete journal article has been 
translated and will be made available to the AJPH readership as an additional feature of 
this Spanish translation pilot phase.   
 
 
Journal Participation in Other Countries 
Journal outreach continues with other countries, most recently with the Portuguese 
government this past year. 
 
 
 
Goal 5: Expand utilization of the Journal by new audiences. 
 
On-line Issues and Supplements 
This is an area that continues to grow for the journal.  Because of reputation of AJPH it is 
sought out for the publication of important topics. Over the last year theme issues were 
published on Intervention Strategies for HIV/AIDS Prevention Among African Americans 
funded by the CDC, Community Voices: Healthcare for the Underserved funded by the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, and current and upcoming funded projects include the 
following topics: Environmental and Occupational Justice funded by NIEHS, NIOSH, 
USEPA and University of Massachusetts; Federal Collaboration on Health Disparities 
Research Collection funded by CDC; Influenza Preparedness and Response, funded by 
CDC; Modeling to Advance Tobacco Control Policy funded by OBSSR; Health 
Communications and Social Marketing, funding by CDC; The Science of Eliminating 
Health Disparities funded by NIH/NCMHD; Public Health Surveillance and Health 
Information Management funded by CDC; Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander Health funded by WK Kellogg Foundation; Environmental Approaches 
to Obesity Prevention, funded by Kaiser Permanente and California Endowment; and The 
Role and Value of School-based Health Care funded by WK Kellogg Foundation. 
 
Free Access to AJPH for H1N1 
AJPH was one of the first to offer free important information on the swine flu.  After 
partaking in a call with the CDC, APHA staff immediately indentified and provided open 
access to key AJPH articles on influenza dating as far back as 1912.  This information is 
still available and it is expected that it will be accessed more as the next flu season 
approached. 
 
 
Serving Members and Potential New Customers 
As a service to the readership of AJPH, the membership of APHA, and potential new 
customers, the editors and editorial board of the Journal are committed to providing 
education and outreach opportunities around peer-reviewed publication. For the past 15 
years, we have jointly developed and conducted a “writing for publication” outreach and 
education session at the Association’s annual meeting. Unfortunately, attendance by 
students and practitioners has been sparse in recent years, so new opportunities are being 
investigated, specifically a web resource to enable prospective authors to gain easy access 



 

AJPH Editorial Board Governing Council Report • August 11, 2009 9 

to writing for publication resources that have been developed by the editors and board 
members. 
 
In addition, we are publically celebrating our 2009 AJPH Reviewer of the Year and 2009 
AJPH Author of the Year through online only publication of tributes in the November 
2009 issue, to coincide with the Association’s annual meeting (see the Appendix for the 
text of these columns). 
  
Finally, work continues with publication staff to improve the online submission system.  
Currently there are monthly meetings between the AJPH Manager of Production and 
AJPH Editors to identify areas and new functions needed for the continuous improvement 
of the journal. Over the past year referrer-based toll-free links were added. This feature 
enables one to generate URLs which can be given to nonsubscribers so that they can link 
from their web page to a full-text article in a journal without requiring a subscription. In 
addition, two new subject collections were introduced: Health Reform and Climate 
Change and the Author Instructions were updated and posted. 
 
 
Goal 6: Continue to improve communications and foster good working 

relationships among APHA leadership groups, the editorial board, 
editors and Journal staff.                                   

 
The Editorial Board working in close communication with the Editors and the Publisher 
has initiated the development of an “AJPH Procedures Manual”. A final draft will be 
ready for approval at the November 2009 Board meeting. The procedures/operations 
manual has been seen by the Board and the Editors as critical for documenting our 
policies such as the Policy on Ethical Practices, and for maintaining consistency from 
year-to-year on how to address the many issues (from outside funding sources to 
authorship questions) that arise on a regular basis.  
 
This manual of procedures may include the following topics: mission of the board and 
notable past accomplishments; history of the journal; AJPH strategic plan; roles and 
responsibilities of board members; nominations and selection process and terms of office; 
relationship to publisher, editors, and APHA executive board/governing council (annual 
report); AJPH ethical principles policy; external funding policy; budget process policy; 
appendices (summary of AJPH finances and budget, AJPH editorial board staffing 
responsibilities, list of AJPH editorial board members and AJPH staff, annual AJPH 
editorial board report to APHA governing council). The manual will be completed in the 
Spring-Summer of 2010.    
 
 
Goal 7: Assure the sustainability and growth of the Journal. 
 
Celebrating 100 Years of Publishing 
Year 2010 marks the 100th year of publishing the AJPH, and special attention will be paid 
to the historical departments throughout next year to commemorate the past while 
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planning for the future of public health. In particular, seminal AJPH publications from 
the last century will be featured through the Department Voices from the Past, including 
contributions from various editors and board members. The January 2010 issue will be 
devoted to the theme Celebrating 100 Years of Publishing as a way to launch this year-
long celebration. 
 
Enhanced Ad Visibility 
APHA recently signed an agreement with a new ad vendor, e-Healthcare Solutions who 
specialize in selling premium highly targeted, hard-to-reach healthcare audiences across a 
wide variety of therapeutic categories. This will help increase digital ad sales, print sales 
are currently seeing a bit of a downturn. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The AJPH Editorial Board, the Editors and the Publisher are working as a collaborative 
team to advance the AJPH’s vision and mission using values of excellence in leadership, 
science and translation, policy and publication. AJPH ‘s strategic plan has been integrated 
to a valued tradition of the Journal that strives on findings new ways of excellence to 
move forward our complex system of publication. The Journal continues to increase its 
reach and impact toward advancing public health while reaffirming our commitment to 
editorial independence, and other core policies and ethical principles that are part of our 
core values and ways of moving forward to create a more just society and humanity.   
 
Acknowledgements: The AJPH Editorial Board is grateful to the following for their 
assistance in the development of this report: Mary Northridge, Nina Tristani, Brian 
Selzer, and Neil Hann. 
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Appendix 
 

Revised: July 1, 2009 

Year 2009 AJPH Reviewer of the Year: Theodore M. Brown, PhD 

 

The editors of the AJPH are delighted to honor our colleague and friend Theodore M. 

Brown, PhD (Ted) as “the reviewer who has done the most to strengthen papers prior to 

publication in the service of public health.” His service was especially critical this year as 

fellow department editor for historical contributions, Elizabeth Fee, PhD, was on medical 

leave for the majority of time. In generous compensation, Ted gave more than 200% 

effort to his review of all of the submissions to the history departments. Yet his creativity, 

expertise, and good humor were especially manifest in the department “Voices from the 

Past,” where Ted served as the only reviewer for each of these contributions, since these 

papers are not peer reviewed. 

 

Below, AJPH International Associate Editor Kenneth Rochel de Camargo, Jr, MD, PhD 

of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil provides a unique account of the process involved in writing his 

brilliant and stirring piece, “Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Ulysses Guimarães’ 

Rebirth of Brazilian Democracy and the Creation of Brazil's National Health Care 

System” (Am J Public Health. 2009; 99:30-31). As an enduring gift, Ted has pledged 

support to all of us—fellow editors, board members, and other authors--in writing 

“Voices from the Past” contributions to celebrate 100 years of publishing the AJPH 

throughout Year 2010. Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH Editor-in-Chief, AJPH 
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Nomination of Theodore M. Brown, PhD as Year 2009 AJPH Reviewer of the Year: 

The "Voices from the Past" piece has an interesting history, in and of itself. I was invited 

by the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health to make a presentation on 

the history of the establishment of the national health care system in Brazil, and its 

connection with the struggle for the re-democratization of the country. That presentation 

was attended by our Editor-in-Chief, Mary Northridge, who had the pivotal role of 

encouraging me to write about it for the AJPH readers, giving me a couple of choices in 

terms of possible departments. Right at that point I thought it would be a good fit for 

"Voices from the Past," but I was afraid I wouldn't be able to pinpoint one specific 

historical figure as a key actor to place at center stage. There enters Ted Brown, whose 

guidance, encouragement, and mentorship were absolutely essential in bringing that text 

to light. Hesitatingly, I mentioned to Ted the possibility of highlighting Ulysses 

Guimarães' general role in the struggle to end the dictatorship and as the steward of the 

new constitution that had among its many gains the inscription of health as a right. My 

hesitation was due to 2 concerns: first, Guimarães was not exactly a public health figure, 

and second, his importance lied primarily in the political arena. It was then that I 

discovered how truly progressive my colleagues at the AJPH were in general, and Ted 

was in particular. After reminding me of the best traditions of our field, and particularly 

Virchow's dictum about the continuity between public health and politics (in the best 

possible sense), Ted encouraged me to pursue that line, and I cannot express how 

empowering that felt. Throughout the revision process, Ted's guidance was extremely 

important as well, helping me in finding the adequate tone for the translation and which 
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parts would be better left out, given the huge amount of contextual information readers 

would need for making sense of the column. I felt honored to have the opportunity to 

introduce a key moment in Brazilian history to a wider audience, and I hope that the 

notion that access to good, comprehensive health care is a right, rather than a privilege, 

finds resonance in the minds of the AJPH readers worldwide. But it is no hyperbole to 

say that if it weren't for Mary’s invitation in the beginning, and for Ted's thorough 

guidance throughout the process, that paper would not exist. 

Kenneth Rochel de Camargo, Jr, MD, PhD  

International Associate Editor (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), AJPH 

 

Acceptance of Year 2009 AJPH Reviewer of the Year Award: 

I am honored by this award and deeply moved by the recognition of my editorial 

colleagues that it signifies. I have been privileged to work with many of them for more 

than a decade, and in that time they have taught me a lifetime's worth about public health, 

publication, collaboration, and friendship. I try to make each editorial assignment I take 

on for the AJPH an opportunity to learn and to provide service to an author and her or his 

prospective audience. It was particularly gratifying to work with Ken Camargo in the 

special way he describes, and it is a real bonus that his "Voices from the Past" captures so 

well a milestone in the continuing struggle for true democracy and real health reform. 

Theodore M. Brown, PhD 

Department Editor (Images of Health, Public Health Then and Now, Voices from the 

Past), AJPH 
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Strengthening the Evidence Base for 
Public Health
The theme of the American Public Health As-
sociation’s 133rd Annual Meeting and Expo-
sition, to be held December 10–14, 2005, in
Philadelphia, Pa, is “Evidence-Based Policy
and Practice.” While this is not a theme that
is easily imaged on our cover or that lends
itself to advocacy in the same way that other
public health topics might, it cuts to the core
of our mission at the Journal. Over the past
several years, especially, much emphasis has
been placed on broadening the sorts of evi-
dence that appear regularly in the Journal.
We have sought to ensure that qualitative as
well as quantitative findings, practice as well
as research reports, and images as well as text
are used to advance public health priorities.

We are at a point where we believe it is im-
perative to actively seek, meaningfully review,
and expeditiously publish the evidence that
can best inform public health policy and prac-
tice. This moves us beyond the traditional
role of scientific editors who review submit-
ted papers from (largely) academic colleagues
and challenges us to engage directly with pol-
icymakers and public health practitioners.

Even though our initial efforts were tenta-
tive, we are beginning to see results. At com-
munity coalition meetings, our health depart-
ment colleagues regularly comment on the
recent evidence appearing in the Journal and
describe how they are planning to use this
evidence to inform ongoing programs on
topics such as asthma and diabetes. When
we visit various public health offices or attend
conferences, we are no longer startled to see
past and present covers of the Journal promi-
nently displayed. And public health leaders
and agencies who want to advance particular
topics that merit focused scientific attention
often call upon us to work with them in part-
nership on theme issues, as was the case
with the present issue, which was sponsored
in part by the National Center on Birth De-

fects and Developmental Disabilities at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

One of us (M.R.G.) proposed an idea for
strengthening the evidence base for public
health at our spring 2005 editors’ meeting;
the rest of the editorial team roundly en-
dorsed this idea. As a result, we are inaugu-
rating 2 awards to be presented at the Jour-
nal’s annual outreach session, this year
called “Practice—How to Present the Evi-
dence” (session 3079.0).

The first award is presented to the reviewer
who has done the most to strengthen papers
prior to publication in the service of public
health. This year we recognize Dona Schneider
for being someone on whom we can rely to
review papers on several related topics that
others have declined to review, and to provide
both strong overall assessments and detailed,
line-by-line remarks.

The second award is presented to the au-
thor or authors of a paper that has advanced a
given public health policy or program by per-
suading readers to think differently about a
topic. This year we recognize David Michaels
for his editorial “Scientific Evidence and Pub-
lic Policy” in the supplement of the same title
that he guest-edited in July 2005. He moved
us out of the strictly scientific realm of public
health and created quite a stir among lawyers
and public officials. At the time this column
was finalized, the world was in shock and grief
over the destruction in New Orleans and the
horrific death toll that ensued. We dedicate
this issue to the disabled, who were dispropor-
tionately affected by Hurricane Katrina and its
aftermath, and to collectively building a safer
world for all of us.

Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH
Editor-in-Chief

Michael R. Greenberg, PhD
Associate Editor
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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Year 2009 AJPH Author of the Year: Jay W. Friedman, DDS, MPH
Deborah Holtzman, PhD, MSW, Department Editor, AJPH

It is my great plea-
sure to announce the
Journal’s annual
award to the 2009
Author of the Year,
Jay W. Friedman, for
his outstanding con-
tribution to public
health. When AJPH
Editor-in-Chief,
Mary Northridge, in-

vited me to write a few words by way of
introduction, I was more than delighted to do
so. I read ‘‘The Prophylactic Extraction of Third
Molars: A Public Health Hazard’’ (Am J Public

Health. 2007; 97:1554–1559) shortly after it
was published. It came to my attention because
my husband, who often grabs my issue of the
Journal when it comes in the mail, read it first
and said, ‘‘You have to read this.’’ And while
public health is not my husband’s area of
expertise, Jay Friedman’s article confirmed what
he said he knew all along, i.e., removal of
wisdom teeth is often an unnecessary medical
procedure. My husband did not actually know
this since he had not seen the data, but after we
both read the article, we were sufficiently
convinced that we did not want our 2 youngest
children to have their wisdom teeth removed,
despite their dentist’s desire to do just that.

There have been other articles in the Journal
from which I have learned, which have inspired
me to think differently about an issue, and
have motivated me to act. Jay Friedman’s article
was one of these, and it’s so nice when an article
like this hits home. He carefully documented the
evidenceandcalculated therisk that clearly shows
the negative impact on the public’s health, or in his
words, the public health hazard, of the prophy-
lactic extraction of third molars, a practice that
undoubtedly should not be continued. For sub-
stantially contributing to the Journal’s mission of
advancing public health, it is therefore my honor
and privilege to introduce Jay W. Friedman as the
2009 AJPH Author of the Year. j

Nomination of Jay W. Friedman, DDS, MPH, as Year 2009 AJPH
Author of the Year
Alice M. Horowitz, PhD, Editorial Board, AJPH

This nomination has
been in the making
for at least 30 years,
because for as long
as I have known our
author of the year,
Jay Friedman, his
raison d’être has been
prevention of over-
treatment in den-
tistry, not least of

which is the rampant extraction of third molars,
aka wisdom teeth.

Jay asked me to review a draft of his
manuscript, anticipating that I would be
supportive. He was right. I recommended
that he submit it to the Journal, rather than
a more narrowly focused dental journal, to
reach a much broader audience with the
likelihood that fewer young adults would
be exposed to injury from unnecessary
extractions.

Considering that the Journal receives hun-
dreds of submission, it was not surprising that
a paper on dental extractions, which at first
glance seemed more appropriate for a dental
journal, would be rejected sans review. A month
later an article appeared in the Journal on the
number of sports injuries to teeth that was small
compared with wisdom tooth injuries. There-
upon, Jay appealed to the editor, ‘‘If you could
publish a paper in which the injuries are perhaps
in the hundreds, how could you not even con-
sider one that depicts lifetime injuries annually
to tens of thousands?’’ This time he received
a short personal note from the editor, Mary
Northridge, referring to the backlog of papers.
Convinced she missed the point, Jay wrote back
again emphasizing the public health hazard,
concluding, ‘‘If you find my argument irresistible,
the paper is still available.’’ Mary in her infinite
wisdom, and likely in need of getting this author
off her back, replied, ‘‘Kindly resubmit your
paper. . . . I will handle the peer review myself.’’

The rest is, as they say, history. The paper
was published in the September 2007 issue of
the Journal. But the story does not end there.
Jay and I organized a session at the annual
APHA meeting the following month. His
PowerPoint presentation, along with other
panel speakers, was convincing. Consequently,
at its business meeting, the Oral Health Section
members voted unanimously to prepare a
resolution opposing prophylactic removal of
third molars. Jay drafted the resolution (no.
20085), which was adopted by APHA at the
annual meeting in 2008.

He then drafted cover letters signed by
the executive director of APHA and the pre-
siding officer of the Oral Health Section to
accompany a copy of the resolution that
was sent to state Medicaid administrators,
medical and dental insurance companies,
dental organizations, and health reporters
urging them to publicize and adopt the
policy. Hopefully, this will not be the end
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of the story, as there is a continual need to
better inform the public, the professions,
and administrators of health insurance of
the hazards and costs of unnecessary treat-
ment.

The mission of the Journal is to pro-
mote public health research, policy, practice
and education. Jay’s paper, ‘‘The Prophylactic
Extraction of Third Molars: A Public Health
Hazard,’’ encompasses each aspect in that his

paper translates research into appropriate use
via policy, education and, we are optimistic,
clinical practice.

It is my distinct pleasure to nominate Jay W.
Friedman as the 2009 AJPH Author of the Year. j

Acceptance of the Year 2009 AJPH Author of the Year Award
Jay W. Friedman, DDS, MPH

Prevention of disease
is a primary goal of
public health. Yet,
many preventive
procedures such as
vaccinations contain
inherent risks to
a very small per-
centage of recipients
that are outweighed
by their overall

benefits to the overwhelming majority of the
public. In this regard, many if not most dentists
and virtually all oral surgeons contend that
early extraction of wisdom teeth prevents
serious pathology in the future. Prior to this
paper, for which I have been honored as 2009
Author of the Year, studies reported a small
percentage of injury to individuals without
reference to the actual number of people in-
jured each year.

Previously, I had published 2 papers (1977
and 1983) demonstrating that prophylactic
extraction of asymptomatic wisdom teeth was
an enormous waste of money, considering the
small risk of future pathology; money that

could be better spent on real health care needs.
Regardless, prophylactic extraction of wisdom
teeth continues for those with the money or
dental insurance to pay for it, with nary an
indication that those who retain their teeth
are suffering widespread disease as a conse-
quence.

In 2006, I was invited to speak to a group of
dental consultants and chose the review of
insurance claims for wisdom tooth extractions
to illustrate overtreatment and overcharging
and how easy it would be to curtail these
abuses by adopting an evidence-based policy of
need. As I reviewed the current literature, I
came across an obscure reference to 10 million
wisdom tooth extractions being done each year
in the United States. Ten million! From then on
it was simple math. Ten million extractions
translates to as many as 5 million people. The
percentage of permanent injury, mainly to
sensory nerves of the lower jaw, is small. But
the number of people injured each year is
large; in the tens of thousands. Most of it is
preventable.

Because the injury is not life-threatening,
one hears little of it. But that is changing. Just

this past year, APHA adopted a policy (no.
20085), Opposition to Prophylactic Removal
of Third Molars (Wisdom Teeth), submitted
by the Oral Health Section as a follow-up to
this paper. Curtailing this injurious practice
will save tens of thousands from injury and
billions of dollars in cost, goals that are at the
center of the current health care reform
movement.

Though hardly unique and too often ig-
nored, my paper illustrates that what is
usually considered an acceptably small risk of
injury to an individual may be a public health
hazard when applied to the entire population.
If there is a moral to this story, it is that we
must look beyond the trees if we are to see
the forest.

I am particularly indebted to Mary E.
Northridge, editor-in-chief of AJPH, who was
instrumental in the review and publication of
my paper and consideration of this award. And,
I am so proud to have received it from the
foremost public health journal in the world. j

doi:10.2105/AJPH.2009.180117
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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Year 2009 AJPH Reviewer of the Year: Theodore M. Brown, PhD
Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH, Editor-in-Chief, AJPH

The editors of the
AJPH are delighted
to honor our col-
league and friend
Theodore (Ted) M.
Brown, PhD, as ‘‘the
reviewer who has
done the most to
strengthen papers
prior to publication
in the service of

public health.’’ His service was especially
critical this year as fellow department editor

for historical contributions, Elizabeth Fee,
PhD, was on medical leave for the majority
of time. In generous compensation, Ted gave
more than 200% effort to his review of all of
the submissions to the history departments.
Yet his creativity, expertise, and good humor
were especially manifest in the department
‘‘Voices From the Past,’’ where Ted served
as the only reviewer for each of these
contributions, because these papers are not
peer reviewed.

AJPH International Associate Editor
Kenneth Rochel de Camargo Jr, MD, PhD, of

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, provides a unique
account of the process involved in writing his
brilliant and stirring piece, ‘‘Celebrating the
20th Anniversary of Ulysses Guimarães’
Rebirth of Brazilian Democracy and the
Creation of Brazil’s National Health Care
System’’ (Am J Public Health. 2009; 99:30–
31). As an enduring gift, Ted has pledged
support to all of us—fellow editors, board
members, and other authors—in writing
‘‘Voices From the Past’’ contributions to
celebrate 100 years of publishing the AJPH
throughout Year 2010. j

Nomination of Theodore M. Brown, PhD, as Year 2009 AJPH Reviewer
of the Year
Kenneth Rochel de Camargo Jr, MD, PhD, International Associate Editor (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), AJPH

The ‘‘Voices From
the Past’’ piece, in and
of itself, has an inter-
esting history. I was
invited by the Colum-
bia University Mail-
man School of Public
Health to make a pre-
sentation on the his-
tory of the establish-
ment of the national

health care system in Brazil and its connection
with the struggle for the redemocratization of
the country. That presentation was attended by
our Editor-in-Chief, Mary Northridge, who had
the pivotal role of encouraging me to write
about it for the AJPH readers, giving me
a couple of choices in terms of possible
departments. Right at that point I thought it
would be a good fit for ‘‘Voices From the Past,’’

but I was afraid I wouldn’t be able to pinpoint
one specific historical figure as a key actor to
place at center stage. There enters Ted Brown,
whose guidance, encouragement, and mentor-
ship were absolutely essential in bringing that
text to light.

Hesitatingly, I mentioned to Ted the possi-
bility of highlighting Ulysses Guimarães’ gen-
eral role in the struggle to end the dictatorship
and as the steward of the new constitution that
had among its many gains the inscription of
health as a right. My hesitation was due to two
concerns: first, Guimarães was not exactly
a public health figure, and second, his impor-
tance lay primarily in the political arena. It was
then that I discovered how truly progressive
my colleagues at the AJPH were in general, and
Ted was in particular. After reminding me of
the best traditions of our field, and particularly
Virchow’s dictum about the continuity between

public health and politics (in the best possible
sense), Ted encouraged me to pursue that line,
and I cannot express how empowering that felt.

Throughout the revision process, Ted’s
guidance was extremely important as well,
helping me in finding the adequate tone for the
translation and which parts would be better left
out, given the huge amount of contextual
information readers would need for making
sense of the column. I felt honored to have the
opportunity to introduce a key moment in
Brazilian history to a wider audience, and I
hope that the notion that access to good,
comprehensive health care is a right, rather
than a privilege, finds resonance in the minds of
the AJPH readers worldwide. But it is no
hyperbole to say that if it weren’t for Mary’s
invitation in the beginning, and for Ted’s
thorough guidance throughout the process,
that paper would not exist. j
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Acceptance of Year 2009 AJPH Reviewer of the Year Award
Theodore M. Brown, PhD, Department Editor (Images of Health, Public Health Then and Now, Voices From the Past), AJPH

I am honored by
this award and deeply
moved by the recog-
nition of my editorial
colleagues that it sig-
nifies. I have been
privileged to work
with many of them for
more than a decade,
and in that time they
have taught me a

lifetime’s worth about public health, publica-
tion, collaboration, and friendship. I try to

make each editorial assignment I take on for
the AJPH an opportunity to learn and to
provide service to an author and her or his
prospective audience. It was particularly
gratifying to work with Ken Camargo in
the special way he describes, and it is a real
bonus that his ‘‘Voices From the Past’’ cap-
tured so well a milestone in the continuing
struggle for true democracy and real health
reform. j

doi:10.2105/AJPH.2009.177311
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Reviewing for the Journal : History, Theory, Methods, and Tools
This tribute continues in the
Journal tradition of honoring our
peer reviewers who have gener-
ously given of their time and
expertise to enhance the scien-
tific rigor and scholarly quality
of the papers we publish by list-
ing their names in public recog-
nition of their service. The last
time we published “A Thank
You to Reviewers” was in our
April 2005 issue. Thus, the list
that appears here contains the
names of those peer reviewers
who provided meticulous atten-
tion and constructive thought to
the papers we have sent them
over the past 3 years. 

In concert with the interdisci-
plinary approach that I utilize
with my students at Columbia
University, I thought to briefly
cover the history, theory, meth-
ods, and tools of the peer review
process in use at the Journal.

History. In thinking about this
tribute, I reread the earliest piece
that I published in the Journal
with the former editor, Mervyn
Susser, regarding the peer review

process (Northridge ME, Susser M.
The paper route for submissions
to the Journal . Am J Public Health.
1994;84:717–718). While we
now utilize a Web-based system
instead of a “paper route,” much
of our earlier advice still applies.
Furthermore, I brightened when
I reread an admission we made
that is “well-known but not al-
ways acknowledged: editors are
fallible” (Northridge ME, Susser
M. Seven fatal flaws in submitted
manuscripts. Am J Public Health .
1994;84:718–719, p. 719). With
this reminder to act with hu-
mility, I press on.

Theory. Long-time friend and as-
sociate editor Michael Greenberg
was the inspiration behind
Journal awards intended to
strengthen the evidence base
for public health (see Northridge
ME, Greenberg MR. Improving
the evidence base for public
health. Am J Public Health . 2005;
95:1882). With regard to the
peer review process, we now
honor a peer referee who has
done the most to strengthen

papers in the service of public
health at the outreach session of
the Journal held each year during
the American Public Health As-
sociation Annual Meeting and
Exposition. Recipients to date
include Dona Schneider (2005),
Michael Gross (2006), and
Elizabeth Saewyc (2007). Our
theory is that a valuable review
may illuminate serious issues
unknown to the author upon ini-
tial submission, contribute to the
substance of scientific discourse,
and, thereby, further the cause
of public health.

Methods. We are under no il-
lusion that we will ever return to
a paper-based peer review pro-
cess, if only on the grounds of
environmental sustainability.
Thus, the user friendliness of our
Web-based system is regularly
evaluated, with the belief that
improvement is always possible.
As before, we welcome sugges-
tions for improving our process;
ideas may be sent to us via the
“Feedback” option on our Web
site at http://submit.ajph.org

(Northridge ME. Tribute to the
Journal ’s review staff and peer
reviewers. Am J Public Health .
2005;95:e1).

Tools. In closing, we want to
alert our readers and peer re-
viewers to a project that has long
been in development under the
leadership of our creative and
energetic feature editor, Gabriel
Stover, who also hosts our annual
Journal outreach session alluded
to earlier in this communication.
With the full endorsement of our
editorial team, editorial board
members, and publisher’s staff,
she has collected tools for use in
writing and reviewing for the
Journal , which we trust will be
transferable to other purposes.
Look for an upcoming announce-
ment that this Web-based tool is
“live” and available to the larger
public health community toward
advancing health for all.

Mary E. Northridge, PhD, MPH
Editor-in-Chief, AJPH

doi:10.2105/AJPH.2008.136507
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