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Action Alert: Health Reform and PHACT Campaign
TAKE ACTION NOW!

BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE!

If you have any questions, concerns, or comments, please contact Brittany Marshall

or Maya Narayanan at action@aphastudents.org
APHA’s 2009 Agenda for Health Reform: to real the full APHA Agenda for Health Reform, visit http://www.apha.org/advocacy/ 

Support Population Based Services that Improve Health

Invest in population-based and community-based prevention, education and outreach programs

Address the chronic underfunding of the nation’s public health system

Develop, expand and monitor programs to reduce disparities in health

Reform Health Care Coverage and Delivery

Comprehensive health care coverage for all

Access to affordable and high-quality health care for all

Expand the public health and primary care workforce

Key Congressional committees are currently writing legislation to reform our nation’s health system. It is more important than ever that Congress hears from APHA advocates about the importance of enacting meaningful health reform legislation this year. Please take the time to send a message to your Representative and your Senators and tell them that Congress must pass health reform legislation this year that covers all Americans, is affordable and shifts from a focus on treating illness, to one that prevents illness in part by providing community-based health promotion and preventive health services.
Join the APHA Public Health Action Campaign!

This summer, APHA is mobilizing its members, affiliates and other advocates to educate legislators about the need to include strong public health and prevention provisions in health reform legislation. During the month of August, we are asking APHA members and affiliates to participate in town hall meetings hosted by their legislators, schedule meetings with their legislators in their district offices, and seek other opportunities to raise awareness of the critical role public health must play in improving our nation's health system.  For more information, please visit: http://www.apha.org/advocacy/tips/PHACT+Campaign.htm.

Arranging and attending a Public Meeting!
· Find and upcoming public meeting near your campus by contacting the nearest district office of one of your Senators or Representatives or conducting an internet search.
· *Interesting Fact: Utah launched the nation’s first public meeting notice website in January! (http://www.utah.gov/pmn/index.html)
· Send a letter, fax, or call requesting an appointment with your representatives. Be sure to indentify yourself as a constituent and follow up by calling the policymaker’s office if you do decide to send a letter. Always confirm your appointment!
· Use your network by spreading the specifics about the meeting to other campus organizations and student groups interested in advocacy. Remember, your voice is louder in numbers!
· Determine the purpose and tone of the event beforehand to help you prepare your responses and delivery. Also, make sure you come with accurate, timely, concise, and relevant information about your representatives can better address public health’s critical role and how it pertains to students. Also, Practice makes perfect. Preparation is KEY! Be ready to answer questions!
· Always remember to send a thank you letter!

Questions to Ask!

Raise one or more of the following questions at a public meeting or other avenue to help expand thinking about our nation’s health system from one of health care to one that includes all public health services and activities, and generate interest in prevention and support for strengthening the public health infrastructure. 

1. I am concerned about the state of our nation’s public health infrastructure. As the swine flu outbreak and food safety scares remind us, state and local health departments are on the frontlines of emerging issues and are often asked to take on more responsibilities without being provided more resources. As you consider health reform legislation, what are you going to do to assure that after years of underfunding, our public health system, including state and local health departments have the resources it needs to: (fill in from list)?

· Train new and existing public health workers

· Ensure adequate personnel at state and local health departments

· Provide a health safety net for the uninsured and underinsured, namely recent college graduates

· Assure access to quality health care, namely for recent college graduates

· Provide drug prevention and cessation programs

· Provide health education

2. While in the last 30 years, overall health of American’s has improved, racial and ethnic minorities have not seen the same improvement and the disparities in infant mortality, chronic disease and other indicators of health between racial and ethnic minorities and non-Hispanic whites have increased. In addition, racial and ethnic minorities experience disparities in access to and quality of prevention and treatment options. What type of provisions do you support in health reform to eliminate these disparities?

3. With rising numbers of uninsured and underinsured in the US population, we must move forward this year to assure that all residents are covered for access to affordable health care. The lack of health care insurance coverage undermines health status, aggravates social and economic disparities, and continues to place an undue burden on our nation’s emergency departments and public hospitals. Also, recent college graduates are finding themselves to be removed from their parent’s insurance and suddenly uninsured with no means of becoming insured and are less likely to seek preventative care. How would you include a public plan option in health reform and how would this directly benefit citizens ages 22-30?
