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What is Photovoice?What is Photovoice?
“It is a participatory-action research methodology based on 
the understanding that people are experts in their own lives.  
Using photovoice methodology, participants allow their 
photographs to raise the questions, “Why does this situation 
exist?  Do we want to change it and, if so, how?” By 
documenting their own worlds, and critically discussing with 
policymakers the images they produce, community people 
can initiate grassroots social change.”

Caroline C. Wang, DrPh, MPH
Creator of Photovoice methodology

www.photovoice.com



UnderpinningsUnderpinnings

Freire’sFreire’s pedagogy for critical consciousness:pedagogy for critical consciousness:
Participants consider and act upon their historical, Participants consider and act upon their historical, 
institutional, social and political conditions that contribute tinstitutional, social and political conditions that contribute to o 
personal and community problems.personal and community problems.

Feminist theory: Feminist theory: 
Everyone has a specific story, experience of the Everyone has a specific story, experience of the 
configuration of class, race, gender, sexuality, family, configuration of class, race, gender, sexuality, family, 
country, displacement.. These stories are mediated by the country, displacement.. These stories are mediated by the 
forms of representation available in the culture.forms of representation available in the culture.

NonNon--traditional approach to documentary photographytraditional approach to documentary photography



PrinciplesPrinciples

Images and stories teach; Images and stories teach; 
Pictures and stories can influence Pictures and stories can influence 
decisions and policy; anddecisions and policy; and
Community people ought to participate in Community people ought to participate in 
creating and defining the images that creating and defining the images that 
shape healthful public policy.shape healthful public policy.



PhotovoicePhotovoice UsageUsage

Examples:Examples:
Yunnan, China: rural women advocating for Yunnan, China: rural women advocating for 
reproductive health services.reproductive health services.
San Francisco, California: youth affected by HIV/AIDS.San Francisco, California: youth affected by HIV/AIDS.
Detroit, Michigan: women’s perspective on family, Detroit, Michigan: women’s perspective on family, 
resources and gender.resources and gender.
Washtenaw County, MI.: homeless men and women.Washtenaw County, MI.: homeless men and women.
Flint, MI: sexually transmitted diseases.Flint, MI: sexually transmitted diseases.
Contra Costa County, CA: TB management.Contra Costa County, CA: TB management.



TheThe BorderBorder TB TB PhotovoicePhotovoice ExampleExample: : 
VoicesVoices andand ImagesImages

Goal
Increase awareness of the global burden of TB and assist in the eradication of TB.

Objectives
Support and mobilize persons affected by TB to address policy 
and decision makers;
Conduct formative research that can inform communication 
strategies and program development; and
Disseminate findings through the local people’s perspectives.

Global Project Sites
• Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
• Chiang Mai, Thailand
• El Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico
•Tijuana and Mexicali, Mexico
• Florence, South Carolina
•13 states throughout Mexico



Sample Photos Sample Photos 
and Storiesand Stories

(and please visit those (and please visit those 
displayed around the room)displayed around the room)





““Gift of health”Gift of health”





““Discrimination and isolationDiscrimination and isolation””



PhotovoicePhotovoice StepsSteps

1.1. Form a Guidance CommitteeForm a Guidance Committee

2.2. Recruit participants Recruit participants 

3.3. Conduct participant orientation and ethics trainingConduct participant orientation and ethics training

4.4. Have participants take photosHave participants take photos

5.5. Convene participant meetings to discuss photosConvene participant meetings to discuss photos

6.6. Repeat steps 4Repeat steps 4--5 several times5 several times

7.7. Prepare presentations to decision and policyPrepare presentations to decision and policy--makersmakers

8.8. Guidance Committee identifies and guides advocacy/mobilization Guidance Committee identifies and guides advocacy/mobilization 
effortsefforts

9.9. Disseminate findings, do community presentations, reach out to Disseminate findings, do community presentations, reach out to 
media and peermedia and peer--review journalsreview journals



Community Framing QuestionsCommunity Framing Questions

Who are the people that make up our Who are the people that make up our 
community?community?

What are the natural and humanWhat are the natural and human--made made 
features of our community?features of our community?

What social systems make up our What social systems make up our 
community?community?



SHOWeDSHOWeD QuestionsQuestions

What do you What do you SSeeee here?here?

What is really What is really HHappening appening here?here?

How does this relate to How does this relate to OOurur liveslives??

WWhyhy does this situation, concern, or strength does this situation, concern, or strength eexist?xist?

What can we What can we DoDo to improve the situation, or to to improve the situation, or to 
enhance these strengths? enhance these strengths? 

Develop by N. Develop by N. WallersteinWallerstein and E. Bernstein and adapted for use in and E. Bernstein and adapted for use in 
PhotovoicePhotovoice by Caroline Wang and Mary Ann Burris.by Caroline Wang and Mary Ann Burris.



Guidance CommitteeGuidance Committee

Advisory group of policymakers and Advisory group of policymakers and 
community leaders that work in partnership community leaders that work in partnership 
with the project to provide access to with the project to provide access to 
stakeholders to whom the group wants to stakeholders to whom the group wants to 
present their final stories and photos.present their final stories and photos.

Serves as gatekeepers to decisionServes as gatekeepers to decision--makers that makers that 
can act on the ideas and recommendations of can act on the ideas and recommendations of 
participants.participants.



Characteristics of Guidance Characteristics of Guidance 
Committee MembersCommittee Members

Political will to act on the ideas and recommendationsPolitical will to act on the ideas and recommendations
of participants.of participants.

Access to and influence with other policymakers and Access to and influence with other policymakers and 
community leaders.community leaders.

Knowledge about media and other channels through Knowledge about media and other channels through 
which ideas and recommendations of participants can which ideas and recommendations of participants can 
be disseminated.be disseminated.



Stakeholders forStakeholders for
Guidance CommitteeGuidance Committee

Local and regional policy and decision makersLocal and regional policy and decision makers

Journalists and other media professionalsJournalists and other media professionals

Health care providers and workersHealth care providers and workers

AdministratorsAdministrators

ResearchersResearchers

FundersFunders

Other community leadersOther community leaders



Managing the ProcessManaging the Process
Distribute

New camera / film
Photo tracking forms

Consent forms

Collect:
Used camera / film

Photo tracking forms
Consent forms

Develop
2 sets of photos, sequentially number 
and write name on each photo, and 

copy photo tracking and consent forms

Archive
One set of photos, 
negatives, photo 

tracking and consent 
forms, SHOWeD 

worksheets, audio 
tapes, and meeting 

tracking forms

Convene
Group

Meeting

Record
Group 

discussion

Distribute
One set of photos, negatives, 

original photo tracking and consent 
forms, and blank SHOWeD 
worksheets to participants

Photocopy
Completed 
SHOWED 
worksheets

Complete
Meeting 
tracking 

form

Participant Materials
Project Archive

Return
Negatives at
end of project



Leading to Social ChangeLeading to Social Change

A personA person--centered and led perspective on social centered and led perspective on social 
aspects, TB, HIV/TB coaspects, TB, HIV/TB co--infection and care.infection and care.
Empowerment of participants to advocate for change in Empowerment of participants to advocate for change in 
their own lives and in the lives of others.their own lives and in the lives of others.
A mechanism through which to explore:A mechanism through which to explore:
•• Social, environmental, border and biSocial, environmental, border and bi--national, TB risk national, TB risk 

factors;factors;
•• TB treatment adherence issues and successes; andTB treatment adherence issues and successes; and
•• Beliefs, psychological state, health practices and Beliefs, psychological state, health practices and 

stigma.stigma.



LeadingLeading to Social Changeto Social Change

Strengthen health communication campaigns Strengthen health communication campaigns 
focusing on TB.focusing on TB.
Qualitative data that can inform education Qualitative data that can inform education 
efforts, families, students, health professionals efforts, families, students, health professionals 
and workers regarding the realities of TB and and workers regarding the realities of TB and 
the border.the border.
Support for the STOP TB Partnership strategy Support for the STOP TB Partnership strategy 
to engage people with TB and affected to engage people with TB and affected 
communities to demand and contribute to communities to demand and contribute to 
effective care.effective care.



““My duty and My duty and 
responsibility” responsibility” 

“Taking medications is not easy. They 
taste bad and they make my stomach 
upset. After I take them, I don’t like 
anyone to talk to me. It takes a while 
before I feel better. I know it is my 
obligation and responsibility, but how 
much longer must I take them?

-Participant



Thank you/Gracias!Thank you/Gracias!

For additional information contact For additional information contact 
Blanca LomeliBlanca Lomeli

blomeli@projectconcern.orgblomeli@projectconcern.org
Eva M. MoyaEva M. Moya

moyaevam@earthlink.netmoyaevam@earthlink.net

www.projectconcern.orgwww.projectconcern.org
www.usmbha.orgwww.usmbha.org

www.tbphotovoice.orgwww.tbphotovoice.org

mailto:blomeli@projectconcern.org
mailto:moyaevam@earthlink.net
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