



Update: 2009 Access to Care Summit
On March 23, 2009, the American Dental Association will serve as a convener and bring together representatives from a variety of communities of interest to create a common vision to improve the oral health of underserved populations.   In order for the nation to make significant progress toward improving access to care for the underserved, it will take the commitment of a broad group of stakeholders, working together, to move new initiatives forward.  The time has arrived to develop initiatives that all communities of interest can support.  This three day Summit will affirm the dental profession’s commitment to serve as a convener and a collaborator committed to finding common ground and shared solutions to one of the major health problems facing the nation’s most vulnerable populations. 
The goals for the Summit include:
· creating a common vision for long term improvement to access to oral health care

· engaging in participatory problem solving, where the knowledge and perspectives of different sources of expertise and interests work together, so that all aspects of the challenges to improve oral health are addressed collaboratively

· identifying and discussing new approaches and initiatives, that all stakeholders can support, to address oral health disparities and access for the underserved 

· developing a draft implementation plan for improving access to care

The ADA House of Delegates provided funding for a 12-member Summit planning team, composed of ADA volunteer leaders and external stakeholders, supported by ADA staff, to work throughout 2008 to plan the event.  The Summit will utilize the Future Search method for finding common ground and helps people transform their capability for action very quickly.  The meeting is task-focused.  Typically, the process brings people from various walks of life into the same conversation—those with resources, expertise, formal authority and need.  Through focused activities and dialogue, participants discover their common ground and are then able to make concrete action plans.  

The following individuals served on the planning committee: Dr. John Findley, President, American Dental Association; Dr. Leslie Grant, Past President, National Dental Association; Admiral Christopher Halliday, U.S. Public Health Service, Chief Dental Officer; Ms. Shelly Gehshan, Director, Advancing Children's Dental Health Initiative, Pew Charitable Trusts; Mr. Steve Kess, Vice President, Professional Relations, Henry Schein; Ms. JoAnn Volk, Legislative Representative, American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations; Dr. Richard Valachovic, Executive Director, American Dental Education Association; Ms. Evelyn Ireland,  Executive Director, National Association of Dental Plans; Dr. Larry Hill, Executive Director, American Association for Community Dental Programs; Dr. David Lurye, President-Elect, Colorado Dental Association; Dr. David Krol, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Pediatrics, University of Toledo College of Medicine; and Ms. Martha Philips, Executive Director, Georgia Dental Association.  

They identified and contacted invitees representing ADA leadership, dental specialty and special interest groups, federal agencies, health care policymakers, the dental industry, advocacy groups, the education and research communities, financing communities including 3rd party payers and philanthropy, safety net providers, non-dental health care providers, constituent and component dental volunteer leaders, and state dental society executive directors.  The group developed the following question that will be addressed at the Summit:
What are we going to do, in the short and the long term, both individually and collectively to assure optimal oral health through prevention and treatment for underserved people?
The ADA’s hope is that this Summit will serve as the starting point to engage all communities of interest in a serious dialogue on how to improve the oral health of those most at risk for oral disease.  We believe that this process will result in the development of new dynamic communities that will collaborate and work together to develop strategic initiatives and policies, along with the political will to find common ground and shared solutions. 
