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The Public Health Traffic Safety Institute (PHTSI) and mini-grant opportunity is administered by the American Public Health Association (APHA) through funding from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

Application deadline: July 1, 2008 

BACKGROUND 
People are injured and lives are lost on a daily basis on our roads and highways. 

Road traffic crashes cause 1.2 million deaths and 30-50 million serious injuries annually. The number of lives lost and people injured on our roads and highways are of epic proportions, making traffic safety a major public health, transportation and economic concern. Without immediate action and attention these figures will undoubtedly increase drastically. 
Traffic related fatalities and injuries involving pedestrians, motorcycles, and driver inattention are growing traffic safety concerns. In 2006, according to NHTSA, 4,800 U.S. motorcyclist and 4,800 pedestrian deaths were traffic related. NHTSA also reports that driver inattention causes 25-30 percent of police reported crashes annually. These deaths and injuries can stem from a range of issues including distractions in the car to lack of helmet use. Fortunately these incidents are largely preventable, through common public health approaches such as community education and other robust intervention efforts, which highlight the importance of prevention.
The American Public Health Association is a leading professional association that promotes and protects the health of all people and is please to collaborate with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to champion prevention. It is a likely partnership as NHTSA's mission is to save lives, prevent injuries, and reduce traffic related health care and other economic costs.
With increased activity on the roadways, the future traffic safety challenges are real and appropriate action must be taken now in order to galvanize a collective response. Successful prevention efforts will lead to saved lives, fewer injuries, and healthier people and economies.
Given these traffic related concerns the 2008-2009 installment of the PHTSI will focus on driver inattention, motorcycle safety, and pedestrian safety. 
PURPOSE:
In order to encourage public health practitioners to become more fully engaged in traffic safety programming and associated educational activities, the American Public Health Association (APHA) in collaboration with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) have developed the Public Health Traffic Safety Institute.  The institute will provide an in-depth learning experience in the latest public health trends and topics relating to traffic safety.

The purpose of the Public Health Traffic Safety Institute is to provide a forum for multidisciplinary discourse, collaboration, learning, and skill building amongst traffic safety and public health professionals. This Institute will allow participants to hone and develop their leadership skills in order to respond to traffic safety and injury prevention while encouraging professional collaboration. This initiative will also help participants play a major role in strengthening linkages between public health and traffic safety.  

The collaborative team plans to address traffic safety will be implemented in various settings, increasing awareness, and working towards the prevention of unintentional injuries and fatalities. APHA working with NHTSA is prepared to address this overall concern and this institute will help to move this work forward, meanwhile increasing human capacity to adequately address traffic safety concerns.

PUBLIC HEALTH TRAFFIC SAFETY INSTITUTE OVERVIEW:
The Public Health Traffic Safety Institute - A Roadway to Traffic Safety
This Institute will include the following:

· A NHTSA funded mini-grant to assist teams in achieving their goals

· Active participation in Distance learning/monthly conference calls

· Quarterly reports/summary of findings

· A full day orientation held at the APHA Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA-October 25, 2008 9AM-5PM. The orientation will assist teams in developing their proposed plans. Proposals should address a plan to prevent death and injury in one of the following areas:
· Driver Inattention
· Motorcycle Safety
· Pedestrian Safety 
Program Components, Commitments and Timeline:

Phase I: October 25, 2008 9am-5pm PHTSI Orientation (San Diego, California)
Phase 2: January-July (distance learning/monthly Conference calls/team meetings/reports)

Phase 3: August-September- Evaluation/Summary of findings

Stipend: 

The PHTSI will cover cost associated with the orientation including travel and lodging for 5 team members, not to exceed $5,000 (this is not a cash award and is separate from mini-grant funds). 

Mini-grant:

Each team selected to participate will be awarded $5,000 to assist with achievement of the team’s goals and objectives as related to traffic safety. 

Timeline:
	Mini-Grant Program Timeline

	Activity
	Deadline

	PHTSI RFP disseminated
	May 1, 2008

	Application due to APHA
	July 1, 2008

	Mini-grants status announced
	August 4, 2008 

	Mini-grant implementation period
	September 1, 2008 to September 31, 2009

	Grantees’ 1st progress due to APHA
	Jan 2009

	Grantees’ 2nd progress report due to APHA
	April 2009

	Grantees’ 3rd progress report due to APHA
	July 2009

	Grantees’ final report (including project summary/accomplishments) due to APHA
	Oct 2009


· The project year will begin September, 2008 

· Projects must be completed and funds expended by August 31, 2009  

· All final reports (including reports and documentation of actual expenditures) must be submitted to APHA no later than Aug 31, 2009

· Within 45 days of the receipt of the completed final report and financial documentation of all expenses for the total amount of the award, an amount up to the remainder of the award will be reimbursed 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:

Applicants need to form up to 5 member multidisciplinary teams including representatives from public health as well as traffic safety. Participants need not represent one organization, as teams can be a group of people representing multiple agencies.  

A key component of the PHTSI is to improve collaboration and coordination between public health and traffic safety representatives including but not limited to (public health, transportation, highway/traffic safety, school health, community officials/organizations, EMS, law enforcement, injury prevention, community health workers, local health department, injury prevention programs, etc).

APHA recognizes that some form of collaboration may exist between these agencies and their programs. Thus, eligible applicants include those programs with existing collaborative relationships that seek enhancement, as well as those with little cooperation that are in need of basic collaboration development.

Applicants should demonstrate that they have a strong motivated leadership team to   successfully complete a traffic safety project.  
APPLICATION MATERIALS: 

Applications must be received by APHA no later than Tuesday July 1, 2008.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

I. Abstract: (1 page or less) Summarize the proposed project, including what the project intends to do, how it will be accomplished, and what the expected outcomes are.  (This summary will be used to promote the winning projects). Please note proposed projects are subject to revision after attending the orientation and consultation with faculty members. 

Focus areas for mini-grant program activities:  

· Driver Inattention
· Motorcycle Safety
· Pedestrian Safety
II. Team members (maximum 3 pages)
Please respond to the following:

· Briefly describe members of your team and the relevant skills, knowledge and experience they bring to the Public Health Traffic Safety Institute. Also include their contact information and identify one person as team leader.
· What successes and/or challenges have you had as a team or with other collaborative efforts? If this is your first time as a team what skills do you posses in order to succeed as a team in addressing traffic safety?

· What are your team's goals for participating in the PHTSI?

· On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being "new" and 5 being "expert," please rate your team's level of expertise with integrating public health and traffic safety. Please elaborate.
· Identify potential barriers that may impede your chances of success.  
· What skills does the team possess that will enhance your chance for success?
III. Program Implementation (maximum 3 pages) 
Describe the steps to be taken to implement the project, including the goals with specific measurable objectives, the specific activities to accomplish each objective, and a timeframe for completing each activity.

· Identify the specific problem (must be one of the three focus areas) including relevant statistics

· Identify target population and their specific needs

· Include the structure or format of the project

· Describe any previous or relevant work in relation to this problem.

· Briefly describe any plans for ongoing work after participation in the PHTSI
IV. Program Evaluation (maximum 1.5 pages):  
Describe how the process and/or outcome of the project will be evaluated and include the anticipated outcome. Explain what product, service, or plan will result from this project that might be useful for other states.
V. SUPPORT

Please enclose a letter of support from an official of a health department, department of transportation, relevant state agency or an APHA affiliate. This support letter should detail ways in which this official will assist and encourage the team and should be on official letterhead.

VI. GRANTEE INFORMATION:

Grant funds will be paid (reimbursed) to one organization designated as the grantee.  The grantee in accordance with the team is responsible for submitting financial and narrative progress reports to APHA.

Title of Project_______________________________________
Amount of Funding Requested ($5000 maximum)   $__________

Grantee Organization

Name of organization

Project Director (attach resume)

Address

Phone#


Fax# 



e-mail

Name of entity/fiscal agent to which check is to be made payable:
Authorized Grantee Official (official who is authorized to sign on behalf of the grantee receiving funds)
Name 

Title  

Signature______________________________________________________

Address

Phone#                               Fax# 



e-mail

Grantee Financial Officer (if different from Project Director or institutional approval person)

Name 

Title  

Address

Phone#


Fax# 



e-mail

VII. BUDGET WORKSHEET: Applications for funds must include documentation of tax-exempt status (see next page).  
I.  Project Budget






Projected Expenses




Office Operations


Supplies


$_________________



Copying and Printing

$_________________




Telephone


$_________________




Postage


$_________________


Software


$_________________




Other (explain)

$_________________


Meeting/event expenses

$_________________



Travel




$_________________
Transportation 


$_________________



Equipment Rental


$_________________



Consultant/Speaker Fees

$_________________



Other




$_______________



TOTAL REQUESTED







(Available funds $5,000)

$_________________






II. Other Support

If an applicant plans to use other sources of direct funding and/or in-kind contributions, list the organizations that will contribute funds or other resources, and the type of support (for example, office supplies, computers, conference rooms, staff time, etc.)

III.  Budget Justification

On a separate page, please provide a brief description of how funding is to be used for each of the projected expense categories above.  

ALLOWABLE EXPENSES:

The funds may be used for: meeting costs, travel expenses, equipment, printing, postage, purchase of materials and/or consultant/speaker fees. Funds may not be used for overhead or indirect costs, to lobby for the passage of legislation or referenda, to influence public elections, to carry on propaganda, for construction or renovation of facilities, or for items for which third party reimbursement is available.

VIII. TAX STATUS VERIFICATION 

Name of organization:  

_______________________________________________________

Please check which of the following items have been attached as documentation regarding the tax status of the applicant organization.

If the applicant organization is a tax-exempt organization described in Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, please attach the following:

_____


a copy of the letter from the Internal Revenue Service stating that the grantee organization is exempt from taxation by virtue of being described in Section 501 (c)(3)

AND

_____


a copy of the letter from the Internal Revenue Service stating either that the grantee applicant organization is not a private foundation described in section 509(a) or stating that the organization is an exempt operating foundation described in Section 4940 (d)(2)

OR

_____


a copy of Form 1023 and other data, if any, filed with or received from the Internal Revenue Service concerning the organization's tax status

If the applicant organization is described in Section 170(c)(1) or Section 511(a)(2)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code, please attach the following:

_____


a copy of the correspondence, if any, from the Internal Revenue Service stating that fact

OR

_____


a copy of the legislation establishing the organization

If the applicant organization does not fall within any category described above, please provide documentation from the Internal Revenue Service regarding your status.

SUBMISSION INSTRCUTIONS:

Electronic mail submissions (please attach the appropriate forms as an MS Word-Windows file to electronic-mail submissions) with all required information, followed by a mailed hardcopy with the required original signatures
Send the application to:

Mighty Fine, MPH

Public Health Analyst 

American Public Health Association

800 I Street, NW

Washington, DC 20001-3710

Telephone: 202-777-2493          

Fax: 202-777-2533

Email: mighty.fine@apha.org
An APHA selection committee will review all applications and make a selection by August 2008.  ALL applicants will be notified of application status via electronic mail and awardees will also receive a letter of acceptance.

Selection Criteria:

The application will be judged using, but not limited to, the following criteria:

1. The team’s demonstrated commitment to interdisciplinary approach to problem-solving.

2. The team’s commitment to improving traffic safety through a collaborative process. 

3. The team’s commitment to actively eliminate traffic related injuries/fatalities

4. A strong problem identification and need.
5. A well structured program implementation and evaluation
Any questions regarding this application please contact: Mighty Fine at 202-777-2493 or mighty.fine@apha.org
APPLICATION CHECK LIST:

Please make sure your submission includes the following:
I. Abstract (maximum 1 page)

II. Team Members (maximum  3 pages)

III. Program Implementation (maximum 3 pages)
IV. Program Evaluation (maximum 1.5 pages)
V. Support letter
VI. Grantee Information
VII. Budget

VIII. Tax Status Verification
