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How members of Congress supported public health 

APHA annual congressional record

A s part of the Association’s continuing effort
to inform its members on the nation’s public
health policies, APHA annually publishes a

record of how members of Congress voted on particular
issues of importance to public health.

The following pages
contain tables of some of
the most important public
health votes cast in the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives and Senate during the
first session of the 112th
Congress in 2011. The list
was compiled by examin-
ing hundreds of individual
votes and selecting key
public health votes. 

Readers are encouraged
to examine the tables to
see how members of Con-
gress voted in relation to
APHA positions and to dis-
cuss the votes with their
legislators.

Voting records are one
way APHA members can
hold their representatives
and senators accountable
for decisions made in the
legislative process. Such
records can help indicate
the support for public
health among members of
Congress.

Voting record limitations
Special caveats must be

made about any voting
record. First, only votes on
selected pieces of public
health-related legislation
are included in the tally.
Thus, the percentage
columns, which are the
first two columns in the
tables, may not be com-
plete reflections of the
number of times a member
voted consistently with an
APHA position during
those years. The columns
depict only the percentage
of times a member voted
consistently with APHA’s
position on the legislation
included in the record.

Second, the records 
cannot demonstrate the
number of responsible leg-
islative proposals a legisla-
tor introduces; leadership
in committees, where
much important work is
done; influence with other
members; or contributions
related to intensity of feel-
ing or level of expertise.

Third, many members of
Congress support bills that
are never brought up for a
vote. During the first ses-
sion of the 112th Congress,
APHA encouraged mem-
bers to co-sponsor dozens
of important public health
bills.

Therefore, readers of
the report should not base
their judgment of a mem-
ber’s performance solely
on this report.

Reading the report
The report is divided

into sections for the 
House of Representatives
and Senate.

Each section begins
with explanations of each
vote, including a state-
ment of the Association’s
stance. Also included in
each section is a voting
table, number-keyed to
the vote explanations,
which notes how each
member voted, as well as
APHA’s positions. 

The plus sign represents
a vote consistent with the
APHA position and the
minus sign represents a
vote inconsistent with the
APHA position. 

An asterisk signifies a
member who was not in
office during the time of
the vote — for instance,
because she or he

resigned, was newly
elected or died — or

was not in Congress
the preceding year,
and is not
included in the
member’s percent-
age for 2011. “I”
signifies that a
member did not

vote in that roll
call, and is not

included in the mem-
ber’s percentage for

2011. “P” represents a
member who voted “pre-
sent” and is not used in
computing the member’s
percentage. “AL” stands for
an at-large member of the
House of Representatives.
“S” designates a vote in
which the speaker of the
House did not participate.

The two percentage fig-
ures at the beginning of
each legislator’s line reflect
how often the legislator
agreed with APHA’s posi-
tion on the selected votes
during either the first ses-
sion of the 112th Congress
— the 2011 column — or
the second session of the
111th Congress — the
2010 column, reported in
the February 2011 issue of
The Nation’s Health.

The 2011 percentage
column is a tabulation of
the information in the 
following columns and
calculated solely for the
reader’s convenience. 
The percentage is based
only on the votes for
which a “yea” or “nay” 
was recorded. 

The voting record is
printed for the edification
of APHA members.

Selection of votes
To select votes for this

record, APHA staff
reviewed roll call votes
from the first session of the
112th Congress in 2011.
Staff attempted to select a
wide range of public
health votes — such as
those on health reform,
public health funding,
Clean Air Act protections
and reproductive health —
that would reflect the vari-
ety of public health inter-
ests of the Association. The
tally is limited to floor roll
call votes.

The following criteria
were used in the final
selection of votes:

u importance to public
health programs,

u degree to which the
vote involved issues of 
priority to APHA, and

u degree to which the
issues reflected in the vote
were not covered by other
votes in the record.

For more information,
call Don Hoppert, APHA’s
director of government
relations, at 202-777-2514
or email donald.hoppert@
apha.org. n

1. Health reform repeal 
(House roll call vote 14)

H.R. 2: Health Reform Law
Repeal. Passage of the bill, Jan.
19, 2011. The bill would repeal
the Affordable Care Act, which
overhauled the nation’s health
system and required most Ameri-
cans to buy health insurance by
2014. The act extends health
insurance coverage to an addi-
tional 32 million uninsured
Americans, provides subsidies to
help consumers purchase health
insurance, prevents insurance
companies from discriminating
against people with pre-existing
conditions and strengthens the
Medicare program, including
reducing the coverage gap under
the Medicare Part D prescription
drug program. The act also cre-
ated a $15 billion mandatory Pre-
vention and Public Health Fund
over 10 years that is already pro-
viding critical new funding for
public health and prevention
activities at the federal, state, local
and community levels. Passed
245–189: R 242–0, D 3–189. 

APHA opposed H.R. 2, which
would overturn all of the critical
changes to improve the public’s
health included in the Affordable
Care Act, which is moving the U.S.

health care system from one that
focuses on treating the sick to
one that focuses on keeping peo-
ple healthy. H.R. 2 would rescind
the mandatory funding in the
Prevention and Public Health
Fund, which is working to
strengthen the nation’s public
health system and fund critical
prevention and wellness pro-
grams. The measure would also
repeal expanded health coverage
to millions of uninsured individu-
als and families and eliminate a
number of consumer protections
in the health insurance market.
Relevant APHA policy statements:
200911, 9521 and others. 

2. 2011 appropriations 
(House roll call vote 147)

H.R. 1: Full-Year Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2011. Pas-
sage of the bill, Feb. 19, 2011.
The bill would provide continu-
ing appropriations through fiscal
year 2011 for all government
agencies, except for the Depart-
ment of Defense. As amended,
the bill contained significant cuts
to public health funding, would
prohibit any funding from being

T he following are short explanations of nine 
votes taken in the U.S. House of Representatives

during the 112th Congress, first session, during 
calendar year 2011. 

In italics is a short tag name given each vote for easy
reference, followed by the official bill number, title of the
legislation and a description of the actual vote taken, such
as whether to add an amendment, delete a portion of the
bill, table a motion, pass the legislation or other action.
Within the explanation is the final tally of the vote, the tally
by Democrats and Republicans, and the date the vote was
taken. A brief statement of APHA’s stance and examples of
relevant APHA policy statements follow the explanation.

The explanations are number-keyed to the columns 
of the voting tables, which show how each representa-
tive voted in each case. The plus sign represents a vote 
consistent with APHA’s position and the minus sign 
represents a vote inconsistent with APHA’s position.

Nine 2011 votes from the House
of Representatives examined

Photo by Jeremy Edwards, courtesy iStockphoto
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House votes,
Continued from Page 11

made available to Planned Parent-
hood and its affiliates, would bar the
use of funds made available in the
bill for a variety of executive branch
regulatory activities and would
block funding for the implementa-
tion of several provisions of the
Affordable Care Act. Passed
235–189: R 235–3, D 0–186. 

APHA opposed the bill, which
included significant cuts to discre-
tionary health programs for fiscal
year 2011, including those at the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Health Resources
and Services Administration. The
spending cuts would have limited
the ability of public health service
agencies to provide important pub-
lic health services at the local, state
and federal levels. Additionally, the
bill included several policy riders
that APHA opposed, including
rescinding funds from the Afford-
able Care Act and its Prevention and
Public Health Fund, and barring
Planned Parenthood from receiving
any federal funds. Relevant APHA
policy statements: 201015, 200911
and others. 

3. Greenhouse gas 
regulations (House roll
call vote 249)

H.R. 910: Energy Tax Prevention
Act of 2011. Passage of the bill,
April 7, 2011. The bill would under-
mine the Clean Air Act by blocking
the Environmental Protection
Agency from moving forward with
regulating carbon and other green-
house gases that contribute to cli-
mate change and threaten public
health. Passed 255–172: R 236–0,
D 19–172. 

APHA opposed the bill, which
would block EPA from moving for-
ward with finalizing regulations to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
under the Clean Air Act. Such emis-
sions contribute to climate change,
which is one of the greatest threats
to human health. Scientists from
across the globe have stated in the
strongest possible terms that the 
climate is changing and that human
activity is to blame. The public
health effects of climate change
include increased likelihood of
more frequent and intense heat
waves, more wildfires, degraded air
quality, more flooding, increased
drought, more intense storms, harm
to water resources and harm to
agriculture. The Clean Air Act has
saved lives and improved the quality
of life for millions of Americans.
The benefits to public health of
improving air quality have far out-
weighed the costs. Relevant APHA
policy statements: 20078, 9510 and
others. 

4. Repeal of the Prevention 
and Public Health Fund 
(House roll call vote 264)

H.R. 1217: Prevention and Pub-
lic Health Fund Repeal. Passage of

2011 2010 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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APHA Vote No.
APHA Position: 

Yea/Nay

ALABAMA
1 Bonner (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Roby (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Rogers, Mike D. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Aderholt (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Brooks (R) 11 * - - - - - - - - +
6 Bachus (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
7 Sewell (D) 75 * + + - I + - + + +

ALASKA
AL Young, D. (R) 0 25 - - I - - I - - -

ARIZONA
1 Gosar (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Franks (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Quayle (R) 0 * - I - - - - - - -
4 Pastor (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Schweikert (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
6 Flake (R) 22 0 - + - - - - - - +
7 Grijalva (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Giffords (D) I 100 I I I I I I I I I

ARKANSAS
1 Crawford (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Griffin (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Womack (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Ross, M. (D) 33 60 - + - + + - - - -

CALIFORNIA
1 Thompson, M. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Herger (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Lungren (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 McClintock (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - - +
5 Matsui (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Woolsey (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
7 Miller, George (D) 100 100 + + + + + I + + +
8 Pelosi (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
9 Lee (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
10 Garamendi (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
11 McNerney (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
12 Speier (D) 100 100 + + + + + I + + +
13 Stark (D) 100 100 + I + + + + + + +
14 Eshoo (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
15 Honda (D) 100 100 + + + I + + + + +
16 Lofgren (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
17 Farr (D) 100 80 + + + + + + + + +
18 Cardoza (D) 67 80 + + + + + - + - -
19 Denham (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
20 Costa (D) 67 80 + + - + + - + - +
21 Nunes (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - I -
22 McCarthy, K. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
23 Capps (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
24 Gallegly (R) 0 0 - - - - - I - - -
25 McKeon (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
26 Dreier (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - + -
27 Sherman (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
28 Berman (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
29 Schiff (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
30 Waxman (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
31 Becerra (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
32 Chu (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
33 Bass, K. (D) 100 * + + + + + + + I +
34 Roybal-Allard (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
35 Waters (D) 100 100 + + + + + I + + +
36 Hahn (D) 100 * * * * * * + + + +
37 Richardson (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
38 Napolitano (D) 100 100 + + + I + + + I +
39 Sanchez, Linda (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
40 Royce (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
41 Lewis, Jerry (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
42 Miller, Gary (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
43 Baca (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
44 Calvert (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
45 Bono Mack (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
46 Rohrabacher (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
47 Sanchez, Loretta (D) 100 100 + + + + + I + + +
48 Campbell (R) 22 0 - + - - - - - - +
49 Issa (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
50 Bilbray (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
51 Filner (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + I I
52 Hunter (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
53 Davis, S. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

COLORADO
1 DeGette (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Polis (D) 100 100 + + + + + I I + +
3 Tipton (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Gardner (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
5 Lamborn (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

6 Coffman (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Perlmutter (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

CONNECTICUT
1 Larson, J. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Courtney (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 DeLauro (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
4 Himes (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Murphy, C. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

DELAWARE
AL Carney (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +

FLORIDA
1 Miller, J. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Southerland (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Brown (D) 100 100 + + + + + + I + +
4 Crenshaw (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Nugent (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
6 Stearns (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Mica (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
8 Webster (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
9 Bilirakis (R) 0 0 - - I - - - - - -
10 Young, C.W. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
11 Castor (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
12 Ross, D. (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
13 Buchanan (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
14 Mack (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
15 Posey (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
16 Rooney (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
17 Wilson, F. (D) 100 * + I + + + + I + +
18 Ros-Lehtinen (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
19 Deutch (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + I +
20 Wasserman Schultz (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
21 Diaz-Balart (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
22 West (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
23 Hastings, A. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
24 Adams (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
25 Rivera (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

GEORGIA
1 Kingston (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Bishop, S. (D) 56 100 + + - + + - - - +
3 Westmoreland (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Johnson, H. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Lewis, John (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Price, T. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Woodall (R) 11 * - - - - - - - - +
8 Scott, A. (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
9 Graves, T. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
10 Broun (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
11 Gingrey (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
12 Barrow (D) 56 60 + + - + + - + - -
13 Scott, D. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

HAWAII
1 Hanabusa (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +
2 Hirono (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

IDAHO
1 Labrador (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Simpson (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

ILLINOIS
1 Rush (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Jackson, J. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 Lipinski (D) 78 80 + + + + + + - - +
4 Gutierrez (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + I
5 Quigley (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Roskam (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
7 Davis, D. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Walsh (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
9 Schakowsky (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
10 Dold (R) 11 * - - - - - + - - -
11 Kinzinger (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
12 Costello (D) 56 100 + + - + + - - - +
13 Biggert (R) 22 20 - - - - - + + - -
14 Hultgren (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
15 Johnson, T. (R) 11 20 - - - - - - - - +
16 Manzullo (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
17 Schilling (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
18 Schock (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
19 Shimkus (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

INDIANA
1 Visclosky (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Donnelly (D) 44 100 + + - + + - - - -
3 Stutzman (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Rokita (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11.
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See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11.
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5 Burton (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Pence (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Carson (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Bucshon (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
9 Young, T. (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

IOWA
1 Braley (D) 89 100 + + + + + + + + -
2 Loebsack (D) 78 100 + + + + + + + - -
3 Boswell (D) 56 100 + + - + + - + - -
4 Latham (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
5 King, S. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

KANSAS
1 Huelskamp (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Jenkins (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Yoder (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Pompeo (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

KENTUCKY
1 Whitfield (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Guthrie (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Yarmuth (D) 100 100 + + + + + I + + +
4 Davis, G. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Rogers, H. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Chandler (D) 67 60 + + - + + - + - +

LOUISIANA
1 Scalise (R) 0 0 - - - - - I - - -
2 Richmond (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +
3 Landry (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Fleming (R) 0 0 - - - I - - - - -
5 Alexander (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Cassidy (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Boustany (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

MAINE
1 Pingree (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Michaud (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

MARYLAND
1 Harris (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Ruppersberger (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 Sarbanes (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
4 Edwards (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Hoyer (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Bartlett (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Cummings (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Van Hollen (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

MASSACHUSETTS
1 Olver (D) 100 100 + + + + I + + I +
2 Neal (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 McGovern (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
4 Frank (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Tsongas (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Tierney (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
7 Markey (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Capuano (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
9 Lynch (D) 100 80 + + + + + + + + +
10 Keating (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +

MICHIGAN
1 Benishek (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Huizenga (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Amash (R) 22 * - - - - - - - + +
4 Camp (R) 0 0 - - - - - - I - -
5 Kildee (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Upton (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Walberg (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
8 Rogers, Mike (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
9 Peters (D) 100 100 + I + + + + + + +
10 Miller, C. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
11 McCotter (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
12 Levin (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
13 Clarke (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +
14 Conyers (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
15 Dingell (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

MINNESOTA
1 Walz (D) 89 100 + + + + + + + + -
2 Kline (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Paulsen (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 McCollum (D) 100 100 + I + + + + + + +
5 Ellison (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Bachmann (R) 0 0 - - - - - I I - I
7 Peterson (D) 44 0 + + - - + - - - +
8 Cravaack (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

MISSISSIPPI
1 Nunnelee (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Thompson, B. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 Harper (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Palazzo (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

MISSOURI
1 Clay (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Akin (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Carnahan (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
4 Hartzler (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
5 Cleaver (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Graves, S. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Long (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
8 Emerson (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
9 Luetkemeyer (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

MONTANA
AL Rehberg (R) 11 0 - - - - + - - - -

NEBRASKA
1 Fortenberry (R) 11 40 - - - - - - - - +
2 Terry (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
3 Smith, Adrian (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

NEVADA
1 Berkley (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Amodei (R) 0 * * * * * * - - - -
3 Heck (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

NEW HAMPSHIRE
1 Guinta (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Bass, C. (R) 11 * - - - - - + - - -

NEW JERSEY
1 Andrews (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 LoBiondo (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Runyan (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Smith, C. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Garrett (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - - +
6 Pallone (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
7 Lance (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
8 Pascrell (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
9 Rothman (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
10 Payne (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
11 Frelinghuysen (R) 0 0 - - I - - - - - -
12 Holt (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
13 Sires (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

NEW MExICO
1 Heinrich (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Pearce (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Lujan (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

NEW YORK
1 Bishop, T. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Israel (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 King, P. (R) 0 25 - - - - - - - - -
4 McCarthy, C. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Ackerman (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
6 Meeks (D) 100 100 + + + I I + + + +
7 Crowley (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Nadler (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
9 Turner, B. (R) 0 * * * * * * - - - -
10 Towns (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
11 Clarke (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
12 Velazquez (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
13 Grimm (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
14 Maloney (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
15 Rangel (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
16 Serrano (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
17 Engel (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
18 Lowey (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
19 Hayworth (R) 11 * - - - - - + - - -
20 Gibson (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
21 Tonko (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
22 Hinchey (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
23 Owens (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
24 Hanna (R) 11 * - - - - - - + - -
25 Buerkle (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
26 Hochul (D) 75 * * * * * * + + - +
27 Higgins (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
28 Slaughter (D) 100 100 + + + + + + I + +
29 Reed (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

NORTH CAROLINA
1 Butterfield (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
2 Ellmers (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Jones (R) 22 50 - + - - + - - - -

the bill, April 13, 2011. The bill
would repeal the section of the
Affordable Care Act that established
and allocated mandatory funding for
the Prevention and Public Health
Fund. The bill would also rescind
any unobligated funds made avail-
able for the Prevention and Public
Health Fund. Passed 236–183: R
232–0, D 4–183. 

APHA opposed the bill, which
would have repealed the entire Pre-
vention and Public Health Fund. The
fund’s inclusion in the Affordable
Care Act was a priority for APHA, as
it represents the nation’s first
mandatory funding investment in
prevention and public health pro-
grams. The fund is being used for
programs at the local, state and fed-
eral level to fight obesity, curb
tobacco use, increase access to pre-
ventive care services and help state
and local governments respond to
public health threats and outbreaks.
APHA continues to advocate for the
Prevention and Public Health Fund
and the programs it supports. 
Relevant APHA policy statements:
201015, 200911 and others. 

5. Fiscal year 2012 budget
(House roll call vote 277)

H. Con. Res 34: House Fiscal
2012 Budget Resolution. Passage of
the resolution, April 15, 2011. The
resolution would undertake a major
restructuring of the Medicare and
Medicaid programs that would
likely reduce coverage and increase
costs for beneficiaries, call for a
13.5 percent cut in discretionary
health spending, repeal significant
sections of the Affordable Care Act
and target programs that benefit the
public’s health with cuts or elimina-
tion. Adopted 235–193: R 235–4, D
0–189. 

APHA opposed the resolution,
which included significant cuts to
discretionary health programs, a
restructuring of Medicare and Med-
icaid, and a repeal of many sections
of the Affordable Care Act, including
the Prevention and Public Health
Fund. The cuts would have had a
serious negative impact on public
health departments, many of which
had already experienced significant
budget cuts in the past year. The 
bill would have also turned the
Medicare program into a voucher
program, which would have
increased costs to the program’s
beneficiaries. The bill included
many federal funding cuts to the
Medicaid program and would have
turned the program into a block
grant system, potentially causing
states to reduce eligibility and bene-
fits. Relevant APHA policy state-
ments: 201015, 200911 and others. 

6. Clean Air Act protections
(House roll call vote 741)

H.R. 2401: Transparency in Reg-
ulatory Analysis of Impacts on the
Nation Act. Passage of the bill, Sept.

See House votes,
Page 14See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11. See Sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11.
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5 Cooper (D) 89 80 + + + + + + + - +
6 Black, D. (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
7 Blackburn (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
8 Fincher (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
9 Cohen (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

TExAS
1 Gohmert (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - + -
2 Poe (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Johnson, S. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Hall (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Hensarling (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Barton (R) 11 0 - - - I - - - - +
7 Culberson (R) 0 0 - - - I - - - - -
8 Brady, K. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
9 Green, A. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
10 McCaul (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
11 Conaway (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
12 Granger (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
13 Thornberry (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
14 Paul (R) 25 0 - I - - + I I I I
15 Hinojosa (D) 100 100 + I + + + + + + +
16 Reyes (D) 100 100 + + + + + + I + +
17 Flores (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
18 Jackson Lee (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
19 Neugebauer (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - - +
20 Gonzalez (D) 100 100 + + + + + + I + +
21 Smith, Lamar (R) 0 0 - - - - - I - - -
22 Olson (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
23 Canseco (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
24 Marchant (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
25 Doggett (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
26 Burgess (R) 0 0 - - I - - - - - -
27 Farenthold (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
28 Cuellar (D) 56 100 + + - + + - - - +
29 Green, G. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
30 Johnson, E. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
31 Carter (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
32 Sessions, P. (R) 0 0 - - - I - - - - -

UTAH
1 Bishop, R. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Matheson (D) 44 40 + + - + + - - - -
3 Chaffetz (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

VERMONT
AL Welch (D) 100 80 + + + + + + + + +

VIRGINIA
1 Wittman (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Rigell (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
3 Scott, R. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
4 Forbes (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Hurt (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
6 Goodlatte (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Cantor (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
8 Moran (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
9 Griffith (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
10 Wolf (R) 11 20 - - - - - - - - +
11 Connolly (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

WASHINGTON
1 Inslee (D) 89 100 + + + + + + + - +
2 Larsen (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 Herrera Beutler (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Hastings, D. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 McMorris Rodgers (R) 0 0 - - - I - - - - -
6 Dicks (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
7 McDermott (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
8 Reichert (R) 0 20 - - - I I I - - -
9 Smith, Adam (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

WEST VIRGINIA
1 McKinley (R) 22 * - - - - + - - - +
2 Capito (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
3 Rahall (D) 67 100 + + - + + - - + +

WISCONSIN
1 Ryan, P. (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - + -
2 Baldwin (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 Kind (D) 89 100 + + + + + + + - +
4 Moore (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Sensenbrenner (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Petri (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
7 Duffy (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
8 Ribble (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

WYOMING
AL Lummis (R) 11 0 - - - - - - - - +

4 Price, D. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
5 Foxx (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Coble (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - I
7 McIntyre (D) 33 60 - + - - + - - - +
8 Kissell (D) 89 60 + + + + + + + - +
9 Myrick (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
10 McHenry (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
11 Shuler (D) 75 40 + + + + + I - - +
12 Watt (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
13 Miller, B. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

NORTH DAKOTA
AL Berg (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

OHIO
1 Chabot (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Schmidt (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Turner (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Jordan (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Latta (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Johnson, B. (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
7 Austria (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
8 Boehner (R) 0 0 - S S S S S S - S
9 Kaptur (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
10 Kucinich (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
11 Fudge (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
12 Tiberi (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
13 Sutton (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
14 LaTourette (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
15 Stivers (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
16 Renacci (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
17 Ryan, T. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
18 Gibbs (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

OKLAHOMA
1 Sullivan (R) 0 0 - - - I - - - - -
2 Boren (D) 22 40 - + - - + - - - -
3 Lucas (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
4 Cole (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
5 Lankford (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

OREGON
1 Vacant * * * * * * * * * * *
2 Walden (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Blumenauer (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
4 DeFazio (D) 89 100 + + + + + + + - +
5 Schrader (D) 89 100 + + - + + + + + +

PENNSYLVANIA
1 Brady, R. (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +
2 Fattah (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
3 Kelly (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Altmire (D) 44 60 + + - - + - - - +
5 Thompson, G. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
6 Gerlach (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
7 Meehan (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
8 Fitzpatrick (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
9 Shuster (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
10 Marino (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
11 Barletta (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
12 Critz (D) 67 100 + + - + + - - + +
13 Schwartz (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
14 Doyle (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +
15 Dent (R) 0 40 - - - - - - - - -
16 Pitts (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
17 Holden (D) 56 60 + + - + + - - - +
18 Murphy, T. (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -
19 Platts (R) 0 20 - - - - - - - - -

RHODE ISLAND
1 Cicilline (D) 100 * + + + + + + + + +
2 Langevin (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

SOUTH CAROLINA
1 Scott, T. (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
2 Wilson, J. (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Duncan (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 Gowdy (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
5 Mulvaney (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
6 Clyburn (D) 100 100 + + + + + + + + +

SOUTH DAKOTA
AL Noem (R) 0 * - - - I - - - - -

TENNESSEE
1 Roe (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
2 Duncan (R) 0 0 - - - - - - - - -
3 Fleischmann (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -
4 DesJarlais (R) 0 * - - - - - - - - -

23, 2011. The bill would create a
redundant review process that would
likely delay the implementation of
important public health protections
under the Clean Air Act. Together, the
protections would prevent tens of
thousands of premature deaths and
hundreds of thousands of asthma
attacks and other respiratory ill-
nesses each year. Additionally, the
bill would delay EPA’s proposed
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule and
the Mercury and Air Toxics Stan-
dards Rule. Passed 249–169: R
230–4, D 19–165. 

APHA opposed the bill. The legis-
lation would create a redundant reg-
ulatory review process that is already
undertaken by EPA and the Office of
Management and Budget, and would
ignore the important public health
benefits of proposed rules under the
Clean Air Act that often exceed the
costs. In addition, it would indefi-
nitely delay two critical rules to pro-
tect the public from pollution from
coal-fired power plants. Relevant
APHA policy statements: 200012,
8911 and others. 

7. Abortion coverage 
restrictions (House roll 
call vote 789)

H.R. 358: Protect Life Act. Pas-
sage of the bill, Oct. 13, 2011. The
bill would prohibit insurance plans
that cover abortion services from
being purchased with federal funds.
The bill would also require that any
insurance companies offering plans
that cover abortion services in state
health insurance exchanges offer
identical plans that do not cover
abortion services. It would also bar
federal agencies and state or local
entities that receive funding under
the Affordable Care Act from dis-
criminating against health care
organizations that refuse to provide
abortions or training related to
abortions. Passed 251–172: R
236–2; D 15–170. 

APHA opposed the bill, which
would prevent health insurance
plans purchased in the newly created
health insurance exchanges from
covering abortion services. The bill
would expand upon current restric-
tive language that was included in
the Affordable Care Act. H.R. 358
included language that would allow
hospitals that receive federal funds to
refuse to provide abortion services
even in cases when a woman’s life is
at risk. The bill would allow states to
enact laws to exempt insurance
plans from new rules that require
plans to cover women’s preventive
health services, including birth con-
trol, with no cost-sharing. Relevant
APHA policy statements: 200314,
20103 and others. 

8. Balanced budget 
(House roll call vote 858)

H.J. Res 2: Balanced budget
amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

House votes,
Continued from Page 13

See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11. See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11.
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ALABAMA
Sessions (R) 0 0 - - - - - I -
Shelby (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

ALASKA
Begich (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Murkowski (R) 29 25 - - - + + - -

ARIZONA
Kyl (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
McCain (R) 0 0 - - - - - I -

ARKANSAS
Boozman (R) 0 * - - - - - - -
Pryor (D) 86 40 + + - + + + +

CALIFORNIA
Boxer (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Feinstein (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

COLORADO
Bennet (D) 100 60 + + + + + + +
Udall, M. (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +

CONNECTICUT
Blumenthal (D) 100 * + + + + + + +
Lieberman (I) 100 80 I + + + + + +

DELAWARE
Carper (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +
Coons (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

FLORIDA
Nelson, Bill (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +
Rubio (R) 0 * - - - - - - -

GEORGIA
Chambliss (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Isakson (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

HAWAII
Akaka (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Inouye (D) 100 100 + + + + + I +

IDAHO
Crapo (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Risch (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

ILLINOIS
Durbin (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Kirk (R) 29 100 - - - + - + -

INDIANA
Coats (R) 0 * - - - - - - -
Lugar (R) 0 20 - - - - - - -

IOWA
Grassley (R) 0 20 - - - - - - -
Harkin (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

KANSAS
Moran (R) 0 * - - - - - - -
Roberts (R) 0 0 - - - - I - -

KENTUCKY
McConnell (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Paul, R. (R) 29 * - + - - + - -

LOUISIANA
Landrieu (D) 86 80 + + - + + + +
Vitter (R) 0 20 - - - - - - -

MAINE
Collins (R) 57 20 - - + + + + -
Snowe (R) 43 20 - - - + + + -

MARYLAND
Cardin (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Mikulski (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

MASSACHUSETTS
Brown, Scott (R) 43 20 - - - + + + -
Kerry (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

MICHIGAN
Levin, C. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Stabenow (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

MINNESOTA
Franken (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Klobuchar (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +

MISSISSIPPI
Cochran (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Wicker (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

MISSOURI
Blunt (R) 0 * - - - - - - -
McCaskill (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +

The following are short explanations of seven
votes taken in the U.S. Senate during the 112th

Congress, first session, during calendar year 2011. 
In italics is a short tag name given each vote for

easy reference, followed by the official bill number,
title of the legislation and a description of the actual
vote taken, such as whether to add an amendment,
delete a portion of the bill, table a motion, pass the
legislation or other action. Within the explanation is
the final tally of the vote; the tally by Democrats,
Republicans and independents; and the date the vote
was taken. A brief statement of APHA’s stance and
examples of relevant APHA policy statements follow
the explanation.

The explanations are number-keyed to the
columns of the voting tables, which show how each
senator voted in each case. The plus sign represents
a vote consistent with APHA’s position and the
minus sign represents a vote inconsistent with
APHA’s position.

Congressional record: Seven
2011 Senate votes examined

1. Health reform repeal 
(Senate roll call vote 9)

S. 223, Federal Aviation
Administration Reauthorization.
Motion to waive a budget point
of order and move to considera-
tion of the amendment, Feb. 2,
2011. Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky., amendment No. 13 that
would repeal the Affordable Care
Act, a bill that overhauled the
nation’s health system and
required most Americans to buy
health insurance by 2014. The
act extends health insurance
coverage to an additional 32 mil-
lion uninsured Americans, pro-
vides subsidies to help
consumers purchase health
insurance, prevents insurance
companies from discriminating
against people with pre-existing
conditions and strengthens the
Medicare program, including
reducing the coverage gap under
the Medicare Part D prescription
drug program. The Affordable
Care Act also created a $15 bil-
lion mandatory Prevention and
Public Health Fund over 10 years
that is already providing critical
new funding for public health

and prevention activities at fed-
eral, state, local and community
levels. Failed 47–51: D 0–50, R
47–0, I 0–1. 

APHA opposed the motion
and amendment. The amendment
would overturn all of the critical
changes to improve the public’s
health included in the Affordable
Care Act, which is moving the U.S.
health care system from one that
focuses on treating the sick to
one that focuses on keeping peo-
ple healthy. The amendment
would rescind the mandatory
funding in the Prevention and
Public Health Fund, which is
working to strengthen the
nation’s public health system and
fund critical prevention and well-
ness programs. The measure
would also repeal expanded
health coverage to millions of
uninsured individuals and fami-
lies and eliminate a number of
consumer protections in the
health insurance market. Rele-
vant APHA policy statements:
200911, 9521 and others. 

See senate votes,
Page 16
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APHA Vote No.
APHA Position: 

Yea/Nay

Passage of the resolution, Nov. 18,
2011. The resolution would amend
the U.S. Constitution to require the
president to submit a balanced bud-
get to Congress each year, beginning
in 2018. Three-fifths of the House of
Representatives and the Senate
would be required to pass any
deficit spending or to increase the
federal debt limit. Motion rejected;
two-thirds majority of those present
and voting required: 261–165: R
236–4, D 25–161. 

APHA opposed the resolution. A
balanced budget amendment would
likely require significant cuts to dis-
cretionary public health programs
and Medicare and Medicaid in
future years. Discretionary public
health programs have already
undergone major budget cuts in
recent years, and requiring an
annual balanced budget would fur-
ther hinder the abilities of these
programs. Additionally, the require-
ment of a three-fifths majority for
passage of a debt limit increase
would damage the stability of the
U.S. economy and the public health
programs it supports. Relevant
APHA policy statements: 201015,
20034 and others. 

9. Prevention funding cuts
(House roll call vote 923)

H.R. 3630: The Middle Class Tax
Relief and Job Creation Act. Passage
of the bill, Dec. 13, 2011. The bill
would divert $8 billion from the
Prevention and Public Health Fund
to offset a scheduled cut in
Medicare physician payment rates.
The bill would also block the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
from finalizing a proposed rule that
would protect public health by
reducing mercury and other toxic
air pollution from industrial boilers.
Passed 234–193: R 224–14, D
10–179. 

APHA opposed the bill. The bill
would eliminate and divert more
than half of the funding for the Pre-
vention and Public Health Fund over
10 years. The fund’s inclusion in the
Affordable Care Act was a priority
for APHA, as it represents the
nation’s first mandatory funding
investment in prevention and public
health programs. The fund is being
used for programs at the local, state
and federal levels to fight obesity,
curb tobacco use, increase access to
preventive care services and help
state and local governments respond
to public health threats and out-
breaks. APHA continues to advocate
for the Prevention and Public Health
Fund and the programs it supports.
H.R. 3630 would also block EPA
from putting forth a rule that would
protect the public from mercury,
lead and other toxic air pollution
from large industrial boilers. The
rule is expected to annually prevent
up to 8,100 premature deaths,
5,100 heart attacks and 52,000
asthma attacks. Relevant APHA pol-
icy statements: 201015, 200012 and
others. n See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11.



2011 2010 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

N N N N N N N

H
ea

lth
 r

ef
or

m
 r

ep
ea

l

20
11

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
tio

ns

Gr
ee

nh
ou

se
 g

as
 r

eg
ul

at
io

ns

Pl
an

ne
d 

Pa
re

nt
ho

od
 fu

nd
in

g

Fi
sc

al
 y

ea
r 

20
12

 b
ud

ge
t

Cr
os

s-
st

at
e 

ai
r 

po
llu

tio
n 

ru
le

Ba
la

nc
ed

 b
ud

ge
t a

m
en

dm
en

t

APHA Vote No.
APHA Position: 

Yea/Nay

T h e  N a t i o n ’ s  H e a l t h   v F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2

MONTANA
Baucus (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Tester (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

NEBRASKA
Johanns (R) 0 20 - - - - - - -
Nelson, Ben (D) 71 20 + + - + + - +

NEVADA
Heller (R) 0 * * * * * - - -
Reid (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Ayotte (R) 14 * - - - - - + -
Shaheen (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +

NEW JERSEY
Lautenberg (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Menendez (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

NEW MExICO
Bingaman (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Udall, T. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

NEW YORK
Gillibrand (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Schumer (D) 100 100 + + + + I + +

NORTH CAROLINA
Burr (R) 0 20 - - - - - - -
Hagan (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +

NORTH DAKOTA
Conrad (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Hoeven (R) 0 * - - - - - - -

OHIO
Brown, Sherrod (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Portman (R) 0 * - - - - - - -

OKLAHOMA
Coburn (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Inhofe (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

OREGON
Merkley (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Wyden (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

PENNSYLVANIA
Casey (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +
Toomey (R) 0 * - - - - - - -

RHODE ISLAND
Reed (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Whitehouse (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

SOUTH CAROLINA
DeMint (R) 14 0 - + - - - - -
Graham (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

SOUTH DAKOTA
Johnson, T. (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Thune (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

TENNESSEE
Alexander (R) 14 20 - - - - - + -
Corker (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -

TExAS
Cornyn (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Hutchison (R) 0 0 - - - - I - -

UTAH
Hatch (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Lee (R) 14 * - + - - - - -

VERMONT
Leahy (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +
Sanders (I) 100 100 + + + + + + +

VIRGINIA
Warner (D) 100 60 I + + + + + +
Webb (D) 100 60 + + + + + + +

WASHINGTON
Cantwell (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +
Murray (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

WEST VIRGINIA
Manchin (D) 71 100 + + - + + - +
Rockefeller (D) 100 80 + + + + + + +

WISCONSIN
Johnson, R. (R) 0 * - - - - - - -
Kohl (D) 100 100 + + + + + + +

WYOMING
Barrasso (R) 0 0 - - - - - - -
Enzi (R) 0 20 - - - - - - -

senate votes,
Continued from Page 15

2. Fiscal year 2011 appropria-
tions (Senate roll call vote 36)

H.R. 1: Full-Year Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2011. Passage
of the bill, March 9, 2011. The bill
would provide continuing appropri-
ations through fiscal year 2011 for
all government agencies, except for
the Department of Defense. As
amended, the bill contained signifi-
cant cuts to public health funding,
would prohibit any funding from
being made available to Planned
Parenthood and its affiliates, would
bar the use of funds made available
in the bill for a variety of executive
branch regulatory activities and
would block funding for the imple-
mentation of several provisions of
the Affordable Care Act. Motion
rejected 44–56: D 0–51, R 44–3, I
0–2. 

APHA opposed the bill, which
included significant cuts to discre-
tionary health programs for fiscal
year 2011, including those at the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Health Resources
and Services Administration. The
spending cuts would have limited
the ability of public health service
agencies to provide important pub-
lic health services at the local, state
and federal levels. Additionally, the
bill included several policy riders
that APHA opposed, such as
rescinding funds from the Afford-
able Care Act and the Prevention
and Public Health Fund and barring
Planned Parenthood from receiving
any federal funds. Relevant APHA
policy statements: 201015, 200911
and others. 

3. Greenhouse gas regulations
(Senate roll call vote 54)

S. 493: Small Business Reautho-
rization Act. Adoption of the amend-
ment, April 6, 2011. Sen. Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., amendment No.
183 that would undermine the Clean
Air Act by blocking the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency from moving
forward with regulating carbon and
other greenhouse gases that con-
tribute to climate change and
threaten public health. Rejected
50–50: D 4–47, R 46–1, I 0–2.

APHA opposed the amendment,
which would block EPA from mov-
ing forward with finalizing regula-
tions to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions under the Clean Air Act.
Such emissions contribute to cli-
mate change, which is one of the
greatest threats to human health.
Scientists from across the globe
have stated in the strongest possible
terms that the climate is changing
and that human activity is to blame.
The public health effects of climate
change include increased likelihood
of more frequent and intense heat
waves, more wildfires, degraded air
quality, more flooding, increased
drought, more intense storms, harm
to water resources and harm to
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agriculture. The Clean Air Act has
saved lives and improved the quality
of life for millions of Americans and
the benefits to public health have far
outweighed the costs. Relevant APHA
policy statements: 20078, 9510 and
others. 

4. Planned Parenthood funding
(Senate roll call vote 60)

H. Con. Res. 36: Fiscal 2011
Planned Parenthood Funding. Adop-
tion of the concurrent resolution,
April 14, 2011. The resolution would
direct the House clerk to make a
correction in the enrollment of H.R.
1473 to provide $1.055 trillion in
discretionary funding for fiscal year
2011, and insert a section that would
prevent Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America Inc. or its affiliates
from receiving any funds made avail-
able in the bill. Motion rejected
42–58: D 0–51, R 42–5, I 0–2. 

APHA opposed the bill, which
would have prevented Planned Par-
enthood and its affiliates from receiv-
ing any federal funds. Federal law
already stipulates that no federal
funds can be used to pay for abor-
tion services. The bill would have
hindered the ability of Planned Par-
enthood clinics to provide reproduc-
tive and preventive health care
services to millions of Americans.
Relevant APHA policy statements:
200314, 20083 and others. 

5. Fiscal year 2012 budget 
(Senate roll call vote 77)

H. Con. Res. 34: House fiscal
year 2012 budget resolution. Motion
to proceed to the concurrent resolu-
tion, May 25, 2011. The resolution
would undertake a major restructur-
ing of the Medicare and Medicaid
programs that would likely reduce
coverage and increase costs for ben-
eficiaries, call for a 13.5 percent cut
in discretionary health spending,
repeal significant sections of the
Affordable Care Act and target a vari-
ety of other programs that benefit the
public’s health with cuts or elimina-
tion. Motion rejected 40–57: D
0–50, R 40–5, I 0–2.

APHA opposed the resolution,
which included significant cuts to
discretionary health programs, a
restructuring of Medicare and Med-
icaid and a repeal of many sections
of the Affordable Care Act, including
the Prevention and Public Health
Fund. The cuts would have had a
serious negative impact on public
health departments, many of which
had already experienced significant
budget cuts in the past year. The bill
would also have turned the Medicare
program into a voucher program,
which would have increased costs to
the program’s beneficiaries. The bill
included federal funding cuts to the
Medicaid program and would have
turned the program into a block
grant system, potentially causing
states to reduce eligibility and bene-
fits. Relevant APHA policy statements:
201015, 20034 and others. 

6. Cross-state air pollution 
(Senate roll call vote 201)

S. J. Res. 27: A joint resolution
disapproving a rule submitted by the
Environmental Protection Agency
relating to the reduction of cross-
border air pollution under the Clean
Air Act. Motion to proceed to the
resolution, Nov. 10, 2011. The reso-
lution would employ the Congres-
sional Review Act to reverse EPA’s
final Cross-State Air Pollution Rule. If
enacted, S.J. Res. 27 would vacate
the rule and the lifesaving protec-
tions it provides to the public and
bar EPA from reissuing any substan-
tially similar clean air protections
without express congressional
authorization. Motion rejected
41–56: D 2–48, R 39–6, I 0–2. 

APHA opposed S. J. Res 27. The
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule
requires power plants to substantially
reduce emissions of sulfur dioxide
and nitrogen oxides that contribute
to life-threatening particulate matter
and ozone air pollution in downwind
states. Ozone and particulate matter
are associated with numerous
adverse health effects, including lung
disease, irreversible reductions in
lung function, asthma attacks, aggra-
vation of other respiratory and car-
diovascular diseases and premature
death. EPA estimates that the rule will
prevent up to 34,000 premature
deaths, 400,000 asthma attacks,
15,000 heart attacks, and 19,000
hospital visits each year starting in
2014. Blocking the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule would force people
living in downwind states to continue
to suffer from high levels of unhealthy
pollution from out-of-state power
plants. Relevant APHA policy state-
ments: 200012, 8911 and others. 

7. Balanced budget amendment
(Senate roll call vote 229)

S.J. Res. 10: Balanced budget
amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Passage of the resolution, Dec. 14,
2011. The resolution would amend
the Constitution to require the presi-
dent to submit a balanced budget to
Congress each year, beginning in
2018. Three-fifths of the House of
Representatives and the Senate
would be required to pass any deficit
spending or to increase the federal
debt limit. Additionally, the resolu-
tion would impose an 18 percent
cap on federal spending. Rejected
47-53: D 0-51, R 47-0, I 0-2. 

APHA opposed the resolution. A
balanced budget amendment to the
Constitution would likely require sig-
nificant cuts to discretionary public
health programs and Medicare and
Medicaid in future years. Discre-
tionary public health programs have
already undergone major budget cuts
in recent years, and requiring an
annual balanced budget would fur-
ther hinder the abilities of these pro-
grams. Additionally, the requirement
of a three-fifths majority for passage
of a debt limit raise would damage
the stability of the U.S. economy and
the public health programs it sup-
ports. Relevant APHA policy state-
ments: 201015, 20034 and others. n See sections on “voting record limitations” and “reading the report” on Page 11.


