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APHA Environment Section – Monthly Leadership Call

3:00-4:30 pm EST, Thursday, February 19, 2009

Toll Free Number: 1-866-561-8454
Participant Password: 3506907#
Agenda

1. Call to Order 

2. Introductions, Check In (who’s on the call) & Brief Discussion – Rebecca Head, Sacoby Wilson, Kacee Deener, Robin Lee, John Balbus, Amanda Raziano, Roni Jeff, Jake Paul, Yolanda, Jim Parsons, Tony, Leon, Paula Davis, Rebecca Gluskin, Kyle Kinner, Rebecca Klein
· APHA‘s Tracy Kolian and/or Amanda Raziano joining our calls
· Mid-Year Meeting Potential Dates: weeks of March 23rd (25, 26, 27), April 6th (13th (15, 16, 17) 

· Date set for Friday, April 17 to be held at APHA headquarters in Washington, DC

3. General Committees

· Awards
Leon Vinci, Nse Obot Witherspoon, Rebecca Head

· Progress underway
· Requesting additional nominations

· Budget
Pat Bohan

· Please provide any suggestions of people/organizations to approach to Rebecca Head
· Membership
Barbara Glenn

· Newsletter
Rebecca Love – 
· Next deadline around May 8
· Nominations
Jill Litt

· Have candidates for all positions
· Program Planning
Kacee Deener & Yolanda Sanchez

· Section has 28 session slots for Annual Meeting
· 31 full session proposals received; accepted 12 and wait-listed a few – will make final decision once individual abstracts received

· Feb. 20 is extended deadline for individual abstracts

· 35 members have offered to review abstracts; if anyone else is interested send an email to Kacee Deener

· Rebecca Head will send out email after call to solicit further reviewers

· Abstract reviewers will have from March 2-20 to complete reviews

· Kacee has requested extra sections for Environment section in part because co-sponsoring sessions with Food and Nutrition section

· Special plenary session deadline extended to February 27
· Student Involvement
Nse Obot Witherspoon

· Anyone interested in student involvement should contact Nse
· Members are encouraged to contact their schools of public health to request a contribution of $500 for the Section’s student scholarship program

· Call to be scheduled soon – contact Nse or Rebecca Gluskin if interested

· Webpage
Yolanda Sanchez

· There’s a facebook page for the students; all members are welcome
· Email any updates to Yolanda for posting

· Anniversary - 2011 



4. Topic Committees
· Built Environment 
Peter Ashley & Tony DeLucia
· Discussed Built Environment Institute, an organization developed by APHA
· Would need staff and substantially increased resources to get going and input is requested about whether this should be pursued
· Climate Change 
John Balbus
· Letter to transition team addressed climate change from APHA
· Discussing getting team together to meet with congressional staff as climate legislation takes shape – if anybody interested contact John
· If EPA regulations around climate change are open – how would APHA be involved?
· Expect climate change legislation within 6 months
· Possibly regulatory change
· Committee expects to be involved
· EPA’s denial of waiver to allow CA to set emissions standards
· Public hearing March 5 where John will speak
· John will share announcement with group and invites someone to speak on behalf of APHA
· Environmental Justice
Liam O’Fallon & Sacoby Wilson
· Committee is developing a position paper because APHA doesn’t have an official position. Thinking about ways to get EJ out in APHA. Position paper not submitted on time; will probably be submitted as late-breaker – having paper as living document to get input from community members
· Late-breaker deadline the weekend before meeting, but policy doesn’t become implemented for a year

· Have to have justification for not meeting initial deadline

· EJ journal – April 1st special issue

· State of EJ conference – relationship between section and conference

· Submitted session that was wait-listed

· Recommendations for Obama administration and next policy steps – could be submitted for special plenary session for next week

· Healthy Food Systems
Roni Neff
· 84 members on food and environment group
· Committees have been formed – 7 committees with 4 sub-sections addressing annual meeting
· Special session proposal submitted – converging crises of resource depletion – water and energy – and how that contributes to food issues
· March 3 – policy committee call to discuss long-term goals; all interested persons invited
· Drafted letter to Secretary of Agriculture from APHA asking for public health professional to be appointed at under-secretary level and asking for more collaboration among USDA, HHS, EPA; will also be sent to HHS Secretary
· Other committees include communications, logistics
· Outreach to state affiliates to mobilize for next farm bill cycle
· Going through APHA to contact affiliates
· Annual Meeting activities
· Tours during APHA
· Saturday pm bus tour related to food system – partner with Food Trust on urban agriculture, food deserts, supermarket initiatives 
· Planning a social event
· Bottled water – trying to get APHA to have water bottles or coolers available
· Food and Water Watch involved with water bottle issue
· Scholarships for Philadelphia workers to attend conference – working in food
· Greening of conference – Rebecca Head will get contact person at APHA and send info. to section 
5. Updates & Announcements

· Meeting Schedule – third Thursday of the month, unless otherwise indicated

· APHA Board Reports 

· Action
Leon Vinci

· Meeting in May

· Review archived policy statements to determine if any need to be discarded/updated – consult with sections where appropriate

· Focused on stimulus package

· Other:
Governing/InterSectional Councils
· Policy Update
John Balbus
· Proposed policies discussed

· Triclosan use – Section will probably want to support
· Land use and transportation late-breaker from last year; has been revised – Section will probably want to support
· Policy paper on child health from MCH Section –weak on environmental health issues, especially on school and day-care environments; will try to work with them to improve content – would not be supportive if not modified
· EJ position paper – proposal is not ready to be submitted and can be used as a living tool instead
· Built environment and safety policy
· Food price crisis – Partners in Health
· Millenium development goals  
· Special sessions
· John on committee to review and select proposals 
· As of last week 4 proposals submitted for a total of 8 spots
· Allen Dearry submitting one on ocean health
· Natural resource scarcity and health is one proposal
· Additional topics: contaminants – contact John if you have any ideas
· Could food and nutrition be a topic? Roni will consider
6.
Next Meeting: scheduled for 3-4:30 pm, EST, 3rd Thursday/Month

Future Call Dates:
· March 19 or Mid-year Meeting  

