DRAFT: NOT YET APPROVED BY MEMBERS

EHOC Business Meeting 2007

November 5, 2007

Meeting Minutes

Attending: Dot Nary, Alvaro Garza, Rod Lew, Jean Swinney, Kathye Gorosh, Kristen Suthers, Alba Cruz-Davis.

Absent: Leland Yee, Scott Weber 

I. Introductions

a. The members made introductions to each other

b. Jean thanked Rod for his work on EHOC as he retires from the committee.  

c. Jean welcomed Kathye Gorosh to the committee.  

II. Scheduling conference calls

a. Jean announced conference calls would happen the 2nd Thursday of every month at 12:30 EST. Calls will resume in January 2008. No meeting in December of 2007.

III. Responsibilities of EHOC Members

a. Jean briefly noted importance of participation in the committee.

b. Rod raised the question of how many people are in EHOC. Kristen stated she would follow up in email.  

IV. Lunch with caucuses

a. Goal is to increase awareness of cross-cutting issues with EHOC and caucuses.  

b. Kathye Gorosh stated she would be willing to mentor Caucus chairs.  

V. Conflict of Interest forms – Kristen will take responsibility for getting forms signed by mail.  

VI. Annual Meeting 

a. Jean noted the importance of having CEU’s with the EHOC-sponsored session.   

b. Jean noted the importance of organizing early to have speakers lined up early for next year.  

c. Alvaro noted the importance of having caucuses sponsor scientific sessions.  

d. Discussion ensued over whether caucus sponsorship was relevant.  Members agreed it was essential but challenging to obtain sponsorship.

e. EHOC members agreed to pursue their disciplines’ caucuses.  

f. Kathye noted several ways to promote session at the Ann Meeting.  

i. At caucus booths in exhibit hall.

ii. At daily activities board in convention center.  

g. Kathye noted importance of submitting names for Action Board.  

h. Kathye noted the role of Action Board members is to be an advocate for APHA.  New members may feel overwhelmed if they are not experienced at advocacy.  

VII. Leadership of professionals from diverse communities

a. Jean noted importance of enrolling new APHA members from diverse communities.  

b. Alvaro noted difficulty of communicating with caucuses to encourage leadership to emerge.

c. Kathye noted the issue of members who are ‘unaffiliated.’  

d. The number and names of individuals who are listed as unaffiliated. Kristen will follow up and make this list available to EHOC at January 2008 meeting.  

e.  Role of EHOC as ‘voice’ in APHA. 

i. Jean noted the issue of weighing in with comments in external APHA policy process.  

ii. Rod noted that there needs to be a mechanism within APHA to encourage leadership from diverse communities.  

iii. Question: what is EHOC’s role in influencing minority representation on APHA leadership? Kristen will follow up.  

iv. Kristen will follow up with Natalie Raynor to obtain diversity profile of APHA section leadership.  

v. Jean noted importance of having more consistent communication across caucuses, in the form of conference calls earlier in the year.
vi. Kathye suggested getting on inter-caucus agenda during conference calls and meetings.  
vii. Jean noted importance of strengthening caucus voices within APHA.         
VIII. Annual Meeting – Discussion of Scientific Session 2007

a. Alvaro went over the structure of the session.  Should questions be generated based on ongoing discussion in the session? Yes.  

b. Alvaro will go over EHOC mission and talk about scientific session objectives.  

i. Tips to individuals on health

ii. Tips to advocate with politicians

IX. Annual Meeting – Discussion of Scientific Session 2008

a. Alvaro will lead discussion of scientific session at January 2008 meeting. 

b. Kathye noted relevance of disparities issues combined with border issues

c. Alba noted cost of healthcare and how it’s related to immigrant health.  

X. Quorum 

a. If there are no minutes – then minutes will be ‘notes.’

b. No policies or votes will be taken in meetings without quorum.  

XI. EHOC Lunch at Annual Meeting

a. Kristen will send reimbursement forms to Rod & Jean for EHOC lunch.

Meeting was adjourned at 10 am.  

