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Dr John H Bryant

Dr. John Bryant is the recipient of this award for 2011. This award is presented by the International Health Section on the advice of the selection committee of the Community-Based Primary Health Care Working Group. 
John has had an outstanding career in supporting Community-Oriented Public Health, Epidemiology and Practice. His professional employment demonstrates a gradual development to prominence from Assistant Professor and Associate Dean for Medical Education at the University of Vermont College of Medicine (1960-65); to fellow at the Rockefeller Foundation studying Health and the Developing World (1965-1966) and the Ramathibodi Faculty of Medicine, Bangkok (1966-1971); to Dean and Joseph R. Delamar Professor of Public Health Columbia University School of Public Health (1971-1978). He was Director, Office of International Health and Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Health Department of Health and Human Services, US Government (1978-85) and Noordin M. Thobani Professor and Chairman, Department Community Health Sciences Aga Khan University, Karachi Pakistan (1985-1993). 

From 1998 until now he has continued to teach and promote community health in tertiary institutions. He is an Emeritus Professor, at the Aga Khan University, and Senior Faculty Associate, Department of International Health Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He was Professor at the Tropical Institute for Community Health and Development, Kisumu, Kenya in 2007.  He has taught in Kenya each summer from1999 to 2008, at the Tropical Institute for Community Health and Development for Africa (TICH), focusing largely on extending current community based public health training program more broadly in Kenya and to selected areas of Africa. In 2011, he began the process of developing a Master’s Degree on Care of Orphans and Vulnerable Children of Africa, at this institute.

His other activities specifically relevant to community-oriented public health include US Representative, to the Executive Board of WHO
 (1978-1983) and membership of the US Delegation to International Conference on Primary Health Care, Alma Ata, USSR, 1978. He also attended five subsequent anniversary meetings celebrating Alma Ata from 1988 to 2008. Since the mid-1970s has he been involved with the Hospital Albert Schweitzer (HAS), Deschapelles, Haiti. 
More broadly, he has served as advisor or consultant to WHO, and governments and institutions on various aspects of medical education and health system development in Haiti, Nepal, Thailand, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Kenya, Botswana, Cameroon and the United States. 

His commitment to the poor and primary health care continues to this present day especially through his involvement with African urban slums. From 2004 onwards he has served as a consultant to UN Habitat, Nairobi, Kenya on the problems of Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) in the Urban Slums of Africa. The focus of his on-site work has been the development of Orphan Care Support Systems integrated with Primary Health Care to ensure that orphans and vulnerable children in the slums have both physical and psychosocial support appropriate to their needs.

