Distinguished Career Award Winners
The Distinguished Career Award recognizes an individual for outstanding dedication and leadership in injury control and emergency health services with contributions and achievements that have a significant and long-term impact on the field. Recipients of this award do not have to be a section member.
	1989 - Julian Waller
	1990 - Jess Kraus

	1991 - Katherine Christoffel

	1992 - Leon Robertson

	1993 - Steve Teret
	1994 - Pat Waller

	1995 - Fred Rivara
	1996 - Ellen MacKenzie

	1997 - Jerome Barancik
	1998 - David Boyd

	1999 – Robert Verhalen
	2000 – John D. States

	2001 – Barbara Barlow
	2002 – Frank A. Haight

	2003 – Robert Sanders
	2004 – Bill Foege

	2005 – Samuel Alderson
	2006 – (No award given)

	2007 – Linda Degutis
	2008 – Susan P. Baker

	2009 – David Sleet
	2010 – Richard J. Waxweiler


===============================================================
1989 - Julian Waller 

Dr. Waller is Professor (Emeritus) of Medicine at the University of Vermont College of Medicine. A prime mover on modern injury control and EMS systems methodologies, Dr. Waller helped California become the first state with regulated and regionalized ambulance services in the early 1960s. In 1968, he co-authored with Dr. William Haddon, Jr., The Alcohol and Highway Safety Report to Congress, and has authored more than 270 related journal publications and the seminal text, Injury Control: A Guide to the Causes and Prevention of Trauma (Lexington Books, 1985). He is an active leader of the National Safety Home Department, World Health Organization, the National Research Council, the Journal of Trauma editorial board, and the Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine.

Back to Top
1990 - Jess F. Kraus 

Dr. Kraus is Director of the Southern California Injury Prevention Center and Professor of Epidemiology at the Center for Occupational and Environmental Health, UCLA School of Public Health.  After earning his MS in Health Science from Sacramento State College in 1963 and MPH in Occupational Health from the University of California, Berkeley in 1964, he received a PhD in Environmental Epidemiology from the University of Minnesota in 1967. Since then, he has authored more than 190 publications in the field of injury and injury research, focusing on motorcycle crashes, pedestrian injuries, work-related trauma and brain and spinal cord injuries. He is currently a member of the Motor Vehicle Safety Research Advisory Committee of the U.S. Department of Transportation and the World Health Organization Expert Advisory Panel on Accident Prevention.   
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1991 - Katherine Christoffel

Dr. Christoffel is Professor of Pediatrics and Preventive Medicine at Northwestern University Medical School and Children’s Memorial Hospital. She has concentrated her research on childhood injury epidemiology, with special focus on firearms, homicide and pedestrian injury. Her work on a variety of national task forces has advanced research, practice and policy for our field. 
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1992 - Leon S. Robertson 

From 1978 to his retirement in 1998, Dr. Robertson occupied various positions at the Institution for Social and Policy Studies and the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health at Yale University. Prior to his tenure at Yale, he served on the faculties of Harvard University Medical School (1966-1970) and Wake Forest University (1962-1965). He was also Senior Behavioral Scientist in the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (1970-1978). Dr. Robertson has authored several books, including Injuries: Causes, Control, Strategies and Public Policy (D.C. Heath, 1983), Injury Epidemiology  (Oxford University Press, 1992; published in 3 editions, most recently in 2007), The Expert Witness Scam (Mightywords.com, 2000; www.lulu.com, 2006) and Hillbilly to Harvard to Yale (www.lulu.com, 2006), and he has co-authored six others. He contributed more than 140 articles and book chapters to the scientific literature. Dr. Robertson was a member of the National Research Council/Institute of Medicine Committee on Trauma Research that produced the report, Injury in America: A Continuing Public Health Problem and was vice chair of the NRC committee that reviewed the injury control program of the Centers for Disease Control. He also served on the NRC panel on occupational safety and health statistics and chaired the special interest group on Injury Control and Emergency Health Services of the American Public Health Association. 
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1993 - Steve Teret

Dr. Teret is Professor of Health Policy and Management at Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health and Director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Law and the Public Health. He also holds joint faculty appointments in Pediatrics and in Emergency Medicine at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and is Adjunct Professor of Health Law at the Georgetown University Law Center. His wide-ranging research, teaching and public service work spans the areas of vaccine policy, preparedness, obesity, health law and injury prevention. Dr. Teret is the author of many scholarly articles and books on the subject of injury epidemiology and prevention, particularly on gun policy and the understanding and prevention of violence. Formerly a poverty lawyer and a trial lawyer in New York, he has served as a consultant to the President of the United States, the Attorney General, the United States Congress, federal agencies and state legislatures. He is a recipient of a Distinguished Career Award from the Association of Trial Lawyers of America.
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1994 - Patricia Waller

Dr. Waller served as Director of the Transportation Research Institute at the University of Michigan, where she also held academic appointments in the Department of Psychology and Schools of Medicine and Public Health. She served as Associate Director for Driver Studies at the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center (HSRC) and was a faculty member of the UNC School of Public Health. In 1987, she became the founding director of the UNC Injury Prevention Research Center. An advancer of the field of injury control—especially in areas of research, teaching and mentoring, injury severity scoring and scaling, and the financial impact of injuries in the United States—she retired in 1999. However, she continued to be actively engaged in research projects around the world, authoring publications until shortly before her death in 2003.
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1995 - Frederick Rivara

Dr. Rivara is Children's Guild Association Endowed Research Chair in Pediatrics, Vice Chair and Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Washington. A researcher, author and leader in injury control research, his current research interests include the cost and outcome of intimate partner violence, disability after traumatic brain injury in children, prevention of drunk driving and outcomes from trauma. He was the founding director of the Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center for 13 years, the founding president of the International society of Child and Adolescent Injury Prevention, and an unrivaled national leader in clinical research, epidemiology and child safety advocacy. He is also Editor of Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine and associate editor of Injury Prevention. Dr. Rivara was elected to the Institute of Medicine in 2006.  
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1996 - Ellen MacKenzie

Dr. MacKenzie is Chair and Fred and Julie Soper Professor in the Department of Health Policy and Management, Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health. Dr. MacKenzie served as chair of the National Advisory Committee for Injury Prevention and Control and as president-elect of the American Trauma Society, from whom she received a Distinguished Achievement Award. Dr. MacKenzie’s ongoing work in mentoring, teaching and research includes her pioneering national leadership on injury severity scoring and the financial impacts of injury in the United States. Her awards include the A.J. Mirkin Service Award from the Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine and the American Trauma Society’s Distinguished Achievement Award. She is also an honorary fellow of the American Association for the Surgery of Trauma. 
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1997 - Jerome Barancik

Dr. Barancik directed the Northeastern Ohio Trauma Center and demonstrated the importance of population-based morbidity studies to analyze patterns of cause-specific injury - subsequently a basis for nationwide injury surveillance. His work on the Pittsburgh Burn Study provided documentation needed to promulgate children’s flame retardant nightwear standards. Dr. Barancik was the director of epidemiology at Brookhaven National Laboratory, when the lab was the original choice to develop the cancer mapping database, and lectured at the State University-Albany, School of Public Health. He previously served as a chair of the ICEHS section (1988).
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1998 - David Boyd

As National Director of Emergency Health Services of what was then the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare from 1974-1982, Dr. Boyd moved the regional poison control system into the national forefront of preventive and emergency concerns. An innovator and developer of the modern concept of emergency medical sciences systems, Dr. Boyd was appointed by the Governor of Illinois to establish a statewide trauma care program. His pioneering work supported a multi-layered emergency health services system that included pre-hospital public education, transport, training of pre-hospital EMS workers, establishment of EMS communications, central call numbers for emergency services “911”, and critical care units covering burn, neonatal, trauma, cardiac care, and others.  Dr. Boyd provided Congressional testimony and wrote the essential content for the EMS Systems Act of 1973 (PL 93-154), with an amendment in 1976-1979. Upon federal government retirement in 1983, he established a consulting firm and later provided direct patient care as an operating surgeon to the Indian Health Services.         
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1999 - Robert D. Verhalen

As the first Director of Epidemiology of the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Dr. Verhalen led the development of surveillance, data registries, epidemiology and human factors testing and analysis. He is also the main architect of the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS) and the National Injury Information Clearinghouse.  An internationally known expert on development of data collection systems, he has served as a consultant on public health data systems to the Nordic Council of Ministers, the United Kingdom, and the Commission of European Communities. While in federal service, Dr. Verhalen served on the advisory committees of the Center for Violence and Injury Prevention at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Census Bureau, the National Association to Prevent Blindness, and the Data Systems Review Group at the Department of Transportation. Dr. Verhalen is a member of the Society for Epidemiologic Research, the American College of Epidemiology, the American Statistical Association, the editorial board for the National Safety Council’s Journal of Safety Research and the Board of Governors for the International Graduate University in Washington, D.C. Dr. Verhalen is a past president of the UNC-School of Public Health Foundation Board and served as chief of the task force on Injury Identification on the President’s Commission and Chairman of the Working Group for the Interagency Regulatory Liaison Group, where he was the principal author of the guidelines for epidemiologic research that established recommended procedures for the documentation of studies underlying many of the regulations emanating from CPSC, EPA, OSHA, FDA, and the Department of Agriculture.  Since 1995, Dr. Verhalen has been involved in several major issues ranging from cause-effect analysis and litigation testimony in the product-safety arena to upper respiratory diseases among railroad workers, flu and tetanus vaccination induced Guillain Barre Syndrome, economic issues surrounding tobacco-related illness, and environmental justice.  
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2000 - John D. States

Dr. States is recognized for his work as an orthopedist injury researcher practitioner who, as Chair of the New York State Medical Society, Accident Prevention Committee, led the first adult seat belt law in the nation. Once the race doctor at Watkins Glen International Speedway, Dr. States later combined his two passions—automobiles and medicine—to become a pioneer in the automobile safety movement, helping to create the first automobile safety standards in 1966 and the nation’s first mandatory seatbelt law in 1983. Dr. States also received the Surgeons' Award for Service to Safety from the National Safety Council in 1994.
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2001 - Barbara Barlow

Dr. Barlow is Director of Surgery at Harlem Hospital Center in New York City and Professor of Clinical Surgery at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons. Dr. Barlow is founder and Executive Director of the Injury Free Coalition for Kids, a national coalition of 44 injury prevention programs in pediatric and adult trauma centers located in 39 major U.S. cities. The program, founded in Harlem, NY, is credited with reducing unintentional and intentional injuries to children by as much as 60% in the neighborhood in which it was founded. The Injury Prevention Program and Dr. Barlow have received numerous awards from the American Hospital Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Department of Transportation, the National Safety Council, the American Trauma Society, the Society of Public Health Educators and more. Dr. Barlow's research has focused on traumatic injury to children and injury prevention for the past fifteen years. She is a member of the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma and a former member of the American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on Pediatric Emergency Medicine. 
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2002 - Frank A. Haight

Dr. Haight retired as a professor at the University of California, Irvine in 1998. However, he continued to work actively in the field after official retirement. In 1968, Dr. Haight became the founding editor of Accident Analysis and Prevention. Thirty-four years later at age 82, Dr. Haight continued to edit the most enduring journal in the injury prevention field. The journal's hallmark remains committed to working with young, sometimes inexperienced authors, especially those from developing countries. Dr. Haight patiently allowed multiple revisions in order to get creative research into print. In addition, he founded Transportation Research (Parts A and B) in 1966 and served as the editor-in-chief until his death in 2006.

Back to Top
2003 - Robert Sanders 

Dr. Sanders, a Tennessee pediatrician, is credited with pioneering the first child safety restraint law. In 1977, thanks to the vision and determination shown by Dr. and Mrs. Sanders, Tennessee became the first state in the nation to adopt a law mandating that all children under the age of four must ride in a safety seat. State by state, the rest of the nation followed. Today all 50 states require this protection for young children. After he won the battle for child safety seats, he continued to speak out until his death on issues such as the need for seat belt laws, health care reform and environmental protections. In addition to his public policy work, he served as chief physician and director of the Rutherford County Health Department from 1969 until his retirement in 1991.
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2004 - William Foege 

Dr. Bill Foege has chaired the Committee on Trauma Research of the Commission on Life Sciences of the National Research Council and Institute of Medicine, and held the position of Director of CDC for six years.  As Director, he advocated for injury control as a public health issue, which eventually led to the creation of the National Center for Injury Prevention Control. He also chaired the Committee on Trauma Research at the National Research Council and Institute of Medicine, the group that produced the landmark 1985 report Injury in America.  In 1984, he and colleagues formed the Task Force for Child Survival, a working group for the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, the United Nations Development Program and the Rockefeller Foundation. Dr. Foege served as Executive Director of the Task Force until 1999. He also served as Executive Director of the Carter Center from 1986 until 1992.  In 1997 he became Presidential Distinguished Professor of International Health at the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory.  Continuing his tradition of professional multi-tasking, he remained at that post in 1999 when he also became Senior Medical Advisor at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, one of the architects of that Foundation’s worldwide efforts to vaccinate children against preventable diseases. Dr. Foege’s recognition for his leadership in public health includes awards from the Lasker Award for Public Service, the WHO Health for All Medal, the Calderone Prize from Columbia University, the Distinguished Service Award from the American College of Preventive Medicine and honorary degrees from ten universities.
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2005 - Samuel W. Alderson

Mr. Alderson is best known for his role as the originator of crash test dummies used to measure the energy injury flow in automobile crash injuries.  Mr. Alderson graduated high school at age 15 and went to the University of California, Berkeley. In the 1960s, he produced the V.I.P., a dummy designed to mimic an average male's acceleration and weight properties, and to reproduce the effects of crash impact on a human. He also helped create dummies used in emergency training simulations known as “medical phantoms” that reacted to radiation and synthetic wounds that behaved like real wounds. Mr. Alderson died in 2005.
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2006 – No award given

2007 - Linda Degutis
Dr. Degutis, Associate Professor of Surgery (Emergency Medicine) and Public Health, and Associate Clinical Professor of Nursing at Yale University, is credited with being an effective advocate for injury control and public health at the regional, national, and international levels. She served multiple leadership positions within the ICEHS section and chaired the Executive Board of the American Public Health Association prior to be elected President of APHA in 2007. While participating in the prestigious Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Scholars Program, she worked with Senator Paul Wellstone of Minnesota. She has served on the CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control’s Acute Care Research Agenda Steering Committee, the CDC Agency-Wide Research Agenda Development Core Team, and one the Healthy People 2010 Task Force. In her resident state of Connecticut, she is a member of the Governor’s Board for Prevention Partnership. Since earning her BS from DePaul University in Chicago and MS and DrPH from Yale University, she has authored more than 50 manuscripts and book chapters. Dr. Degutis teaches injury epidemiology and directs the Center for Public Health Preparedness at Yale University. She is the first ICEHS section member to be elected President of APHA. 
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2008 – Susan P. Baker
An epidemiologist specializing in injury prevention, Professor Baker was the first director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Injury Research and Policy. Her research includes motor vehicle occupant and pedestrian deaths among children and adults; fatalities related to aviation, motorcycles, and heavy trucks; carbon monoxide poisoning; drowning; childhood asphyxiation; house fires; falls in the elderly; homicide; suicide; fatal occupational injuries; and injury severity scoring. She is well known for developing the widely used Injury Severity Score and for authoring the Injury Fact Book. A licensed private pilot, her aviation research includes analyses of crashes in the Colorado Rockies and research on commuter aircraft crashes and on crashes of instructional flights. She served on the Armed Forces Epidemiological Board in 1996-2000. Professor Baker is an ardent advocate of policy changes that will prevent injuries. Much of her teaching and research is designed to influence the legislators, administrators, media representatives, and others whose decisions can determine the likelihood of injury for thousands of people. She holds joint appointments at the School of Medicine, in the Departments of Pediatrics and Emergency Medicine.
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2009 – David Sleet

Dr. David Sleet is the CDC Associate Director for Science in the Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention at the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. He has worked tirelessly – often behind-the-scenes – for nearly 30 years on diverse evidence-based injury prevention efforts that not only have been of the highest caliber science but also have prevented countless deaths and injuries. He has made key scientific contributions in diverse injury topics, ranging from sports injuries to violence to motor vehicle injuries.  In addition, even while a full-time government employee, he has mentored dozens of masters and doctoral students on his own time.  He has published 160+ scientific articles, serves on the Editorial Board of 8 journals, and is a peer reviewer for 13 publications. He is co-editor of the WHO publication World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention (2004), and author of 3 additional books, including Injury and Violence Prevention:  Behavioral Science Theories, Methods, and Applications (Jossey-Bass, 2006), and The Handbook of Injury and Violence Prevention (Springer, 2007).  
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2010 –Richard J. Waxweiler

Dr. Waxweiler received Bachelor's and Masters degrees in engineering from the University of Michigan and a Doctorate in epidemiology from the University of North Carolina.  His career at CDC began as an epidemiologist/industrial hygienist at the NIOSH.  Afterwards, he investigated radiation-related health effects while at the Los Alamos National Laboratory and toxic waste site health effects at CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health.  He served first as Epidemiology Branch Chief, then Special Assistant for Scientific Affairs, Director of the Division of Acute Care Rehabilitation Research and Disability Prevention, Acting Deputy Center Director, and finally as the Associate Director for Extramural Research, serving both NCIPC and NCEH/ATSDR.  He authored or coauthored over 80 papers in injury, occupational and environmental epidemiology.
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