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May 23, 2007

The Honorable Hilda S. Solis

United States House of Representatives

1414 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Representative Solis:

On behalf of the American Public Health Association (APHA), the oldest, largest and most diverse organization of public health professionals, dedicated to protecting all Americans and their communities from preventable, serious health threats and assuring community-based health promotion and disease prevention activities and preventive health services are universally accessible in the United States, I write in strong support of H.R. 1968, the Community Health Workers Act of 2007.  We view community health workers as vital to addressing access to care for those in greatest need, and have an established section of our membership dedicated to promoting their role in the public health community.  We celebrate your leadership in getting Congress to address this issue. 

If fully funded and improved, the State Children’s Health Insurance Program has the potential, along with Medicaid, to cover roughly 75 percent of the nation’s uninsured children.  But, we need dedicated and trusted outreach mechanisms for these programs to target racial and ethnic minority children, children in rural areas and other underserved populations.  Under the current law, states are only able to use up to 10% of their federal SCHIP funds for administrative costs, including outreach.  This does not leave as much room for innovation as there could be in integrating community health workers in SCHIP and Medicaid outreach and enrollment initiatives.

We applaud your bill for laying the groundwork for grants to fund innovative outreach and enrollment campaigns; these can go to entities outside of state governments, including local non-profit agencies that employ community health workers.  This will encourage engaging parents and caretakers one-on-one at health clinics, schools, and community centers, as well as through home visits.  Community health workers help overcome linguistic and cultural barriers in application and enrollment processes, and serve as liaisons, building relationships between providers, administrators and community members.

Thanks to your leadership on this issue, key components of the Community Health Workers Act of 2007 have been included in the proposals to reauthorize the State Children’s Health Insurance Program.  We hope that the Chairman’s mark in the House and Senate will also include these important provisions.

Sincerely,
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Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP

Executive Director
