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APHA Environment Section -- Meeting Summary

Thursday, January 21, 2010 from 3:00-4:30 pm EASTERN
    

Chair:  Sacoby Wilson 
 

Objective:  Monthly Environment Section Leadership Call  

 
On The Call:

Peter Ashley
Tony Delucia
David Wallinga
Barbara Glenn
Ellie Goldberg
Jyotsna Jagai
Becca Klein
Jill Litt

Nse Obot Witherspoon
August Martin
Leyla McCurdy
Rebecca Gluskin
Kim Knowlton
Sacoby Wilson
Yolanda Sanchez

AJ Madrid
Derek Shendell
Karen Perry Stillerman
Rebecca Head  Amanda Rosiano
Deborah P.


	Agenda Item
	Item lead
	Discussion
	Action 
	Status and/or

Target Date

	1. Introductions & Check In (who’s on the call) 


	Sacoby Wilson

	Welcomed those on the call and introductions were made. 
	
	

	2. Chair's Update
	Sacoby Wilson
	· NEHA – National Environmental Health Assoc, people on the ground working for environmental health. 
· A Calver Lecture with Mr. Roberts from NEHA

· Colorado Environmental Health Association more local

· Field Trip to NEHA

· Pat Bowen connection with NEHA

· Communicating benefits of APHA to NEHA members

· NEHA workshops, encourage them to put in a proposal for a Learning Institute prior to APHA

· A social at the Denver NEHA location with the staff

· American planning association, submitted a proposal
· Mid-year meeting in early March, Tuesday 16th (11-4) or Friday 26
· Submit your bio-sketch about expertise for the grant


	Amanda-schedule a call with people at NEHA.  5 people on the call.
Send Sacoby your bio-sketch 
	In 2 weeks
Saturday, Jan 23, 2010

	3.  General Committees
· Membership


Leon Vinci

· Policy

· Program Planning

Robin Lee

· Student Involvement

Rebecca Love 
Jill Litt

· Communications
Barbara Glenn & Kacee Deener


	Barbara Glenn
David Wallinga

Yolanda , Karen & Jyotsna  

Rebecca Gluskin
& Derek Shendell
Rebecca Gluskin

	· Policy: APHA staff put on a webinar ”Writing Policy”. http://www.apha.org/advocacy/policy/
· EJ and Health Disparities (Sacoby)
· Triclosan  (Kathy Dolan and others)
· Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals (David Wallinga)
· Dioxin – Mike Schade
2011 Section Ideas and Interest:
· EJ and Water, TOSCA reform, BPA, Agriculture policy, Children’s Enviro Health, Definition of “green”, Green jobs and public health (work with Occupational Section)

· Other kinds of policy activity might include Section members creating fact sheets for the APHA full-time staff to carry on the Hill as they are advocating.

· If there is a bill out there but we don’t have a policy, what can we do? Depends on the APHA priorities.

· After the Program planning process, Section leadership will collect information from members about expertise around particular priority policy areas. Plan to revisit in concert with the in-person mid-Year section meeting in Washington.
· Great Lakes invasive species issue
· APHA has updated its transportation policy, BE 
· A committee on water, work offline.

Program Planning :
· Call for abstracts went out Dec 18th
· Full session proposal due Friday 22.

· Deadline for individual abstracts Feb 5th.

· Looking for individual abstract reviewers

· APHA special plenary sessions – 6 topics, coverage on EJ partnerships. Who would be some speakers for this session? Charles and some of the leaders from social justice orgs and  Lee at US EPA.
· Social Justice and Climate Change, Social Justice and Food, Social Justice and Green Jobs
· National Enviro Orgs wanting to work on social issues priorities.

·  Getting speakers from local offices 
Student:
· Looking for volunteers to email their school affiliates and ask them to support the Student Travel Award. Will send out a form letter in the next week.

· Still looking for a student to take on the Student Liaison position

Communication:

· We need a newsletter submission from each committee outlining their goals for the year.
· Please accept the Google Groups invite if you have received it. If you haven’t received it please email Rebecca Gluskin and let her know.

· If you are on Facebook, join our group and post announcements.  Group name: APHA Environment Section  


	Policy – vote for policy priorities that will be current
Program Planning – If anyone has ideas for special speakers who focus on EJ and Occupational health, email Sacoby.

Send around a list of 2-3 proposed special session 

Sacoby- online survey for plenary session ideas
Sacoby- set up a meeting for 2-3 APHA special plenary session ideas. 
Rebecca G- To send out the School Ask form letter

Newsletter submissions

Rebecca G- How the database can include expertise info

	Policy-
Feb 17th Deadline
Special Session decision due Feb 19th
Target date Feb 8th 
Target date Feb 15th
Due Feb 15th
Due Feb 10th



	3.  Topic Committees
· Built Environment 

Peter Ashley
· Climate Change 


John Balbus
 
Pat Bohan & Sarah Kotchian 
· Environmental Justice


Liam O’Fallon (and Sacoby Wilson)

· Food & Environment
Roni Neff (and David Wallinga, Jill Litt)


	Peter Ashley & Tony Delucia

Kim Knowlton

Simone Charles & AJ Madrid
Roni Neff  &  Becca Klein


	BE – Successful outcomes, some Sen/Reps have received notice from their constituents on BE issues, T4A. 
· Ozone and transportation issues

· “Green washing” cleaning materials and impacts on schools. 

· What BE can do to air quality and climate change

· EJ, Carleton Healy to speak in a proposed session

· Desert Research Institute.

· Mega Regions, Denver area. Rob Lang said will participate in the panel if chosen.

Climate Change:

· Session proposal, 3 , Indicators of community vulnerability and resilience

· Representation the whole section or organization does not rep the policy. More of an informal point person for policy.

· A group of organizations forming a Climate Literacy Consortium. Materials designed to educate healthcare professionals.

EJ:

-Liam is transitioning out, AJ Madrid and Simone Charles to take over.

-Language to green policy

-Getting a list of speakers together.

-Talked about policy topics: water, climate change

-How can we connect to other resources out there that do not come to APHA? 
-Monthly calls soon

F&E:

· Discussion about tours in Denver, local food systems and sites for hosting the reception.

· Final votes for full session will be in this evening.

· Initial discussions, linking policy with F&E. Farm bill coming up in the future. No formal policies until next year.

· A learning institute for the DC 2011 meeting


	
	

	4.  Updates,  Announcements & APHA Board Reports

· Action
· Awards
· Intersectional Council
	Leon Vinci

Nse Obot Witherspoon


	Action: 

· Mid-Year Action Board meeting in May 14th,  Health Reform
· Archiving old and supporting new policies.

Awards:

· Calver Lecture, any ideas, planning and getting room

· Birthday Party (2011) Awards

· Preparing articles for the Newsletter 

I C:
- Moving forward with the exhibit space for the Sections

- Nse is going to serve on the membership board.

- Capacity on the staffing level at APHA

	
	

	5.       Future Call Dates: 
	Sacoby Wilson
	Scheduled for 3-4:30 pm, EST, 3rd Thursday/Month

-       February 18, 2010
	
	

	  Adjourn
	Sacoby Wilson
	The call was adjourned at 4:30 PM 
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