 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1APHA International Health Section

Minutes: Conference Call for January 23, 12:00 pm Eastern Time

	Topic/Issue for Discussion
	Presenting
	Decision/Action

	Committees and Working Groups: 
Nominations--Mary Anne Mercer for IH section; Amy Hagopian for APHA

Program--Omar Khan;

Awards--Paul Freeman; Information/communications (includes newsletter and website)--Eckhard Kleinau; 

Membership--Rose Schneider; 

Students--Sharon Rudy;

Advocacy--Amy Hagopian;

Management—Carol Dabbs;

Action Board—Donna Barry;

Community-Based Primary Care--Paul Freeman;

Pharmaceuticals--Maggie Huff-Rouselle;

Trade and Health Liaison--Mary Anne
Strategies--Miriam Labbok;

Global Health APHA connections--Gopal Sankaran; 

Global Health External Connections--Kyle Kinner


	All Chairs
	Work plans, especially in relation to: 

Annual meeting October 25-29 in San Diego; 

Feb 16 abstract deadline; see http://apha.confex.com/apha/136am/oasys.epl;

Feb 18 policy statement submission deadline,www.apha.org/advocacy/policy/Policycalendar/
**As you propose sessions, think about involving other sections! 

**Are we thinking about contacts at each university who can encourage students to submit abstracts and join APHA’s IH Section?

**March 31, deadline to forward APHA leadership nominations (president elect, 3 executive board positions-4yr terms, 3 VPs).  APHA nominating committee meets May 8.

**Newsletter deadline?

Attendance (alpha order):

Amy Hagopian (took minutes)

Carol Dabbs

David Adisonia, Loma Linda

Donna Barry

Eckhard Kleinau

Gopal Kinner

Hala Azzam (short time only), co-chair on global health external connections (U Md): hazzam@epi.umaryland.edu

Joe Valadez

Laura Altobelli

Lauren Bernstein (APHA)

Len Rubenstein

Michelle Forzley

Padmini (Mini) Murthy

Ray Martin

Samir Banoob

Wendy Johnson



	Organizational issues


	Samir, Eckhard
	Should we switch to Skype or something else that’s free and easier for international connections for these calls?

Is everyone on the list serve?

What’s up with IH involvement on the AJPH editorial board?  Publications Board?  The Joint Policy Committee?  Science Board?

- Appointing a governing council whip for 2008

- appointing an education coordinator.

	Announcements
	Wendy Johnson
	**Unembedded photography exhibit is available to come to your town!

	Mid-year meeting


	Samir
	Set date and discuss format, location for mid-year meeting

	Other Business 
	
	Getting organized for San Diego: Awards / Social dinner; business meeting agendas

	Next Conference Calls: 

12:pm Eastern Time
	March 26

May 28

July 23

September 24

October 22


Please appoint a representative for the call if you cannot join. 

Reminder: Committees may use this toll number to have conference calls: 1-719-867-7624. Use the same code. Please note this call is not free but you can have a conference call. When funding permits and we have a fundraising plan, the committees’ conference calls will also be toll free. Please let Morgan Taylor (morgan.taylor@apha.org) know when you plan to have the call to make sure there are no conflicts. Advocacy Committee calls: Feb. 6, April 2, June 4, August 6 and October 1, noon EST

Conference Call hints:

Volume:     *4 will increase / *7 will decrease the conference volume /*5 will increase your voice / *8 will decrease your voice

Mute:       *6 will mute/un-mute your own line 

Help:        *1 for Help Menu and *0 to reach the operator

Samir’s message: We are well organized; we have a clear sense of direction and have a good presence on the website.  We have more committees and more work to do, and more membership to do the work.  Let’s keep doing outreach.

Nominations: Mary Anne had a conflict today. The election for secretary-elect and a replacement governing council members took place a couple of weeks ago, but there were complaints that some people didn’t get it, and others didn’t know what it was when they got it (bad subject line).  We decided to ask APHA to re-run the election (Mary Anne, please follow up).  Eckhard can help publicize the election.  Amy is recruiting for 3 APHA executive board positions.  Mary Anne was asked to look into our representation on the AJPH editorial board, the  Publications Board, the Joint Policy Committee, and the Science Board.
Program: Omar was not on the line.  Deadline for abstracts is Feb. 16; let Omar know if you are offering to help review abstract submissions.

Awards: Paul was not on the line.  The awards committee is accepting nominations.  We will have a similar ceremony as last year (in the exhibit halls).

Website: Eckhard is looking for content, including job postings.  The website is nicely dynamic now.  He is looking to start a blog, but it needs people to get it started and make it lively.  The spring edition of the newsletter is still planned.  The deadline is to be announced.  Samir asked Eckhard to be in touch with Sonia at the Nation’s Health about reporting on our activities.

Membership: Rose was not on the line; Samir hasn’t heard from her.

Students: Sharon had a conflict today, not on the line.

Advocacy: Amy reported the committee is working on PEPFAR reauthorization, monitoring the USAID Partner Vetting issue, promoting the code of conduct for NGOs, and monitoring human rights for health workers in locations like Zimbabwe and China.

We’re now working on a couple of scientific sessions/panels and a policy statement on health system strengthening. Ray is on the steering committee for the US Child Survival Coalition, and Henry Perry is on the committee as well.  The Act was introduced with 90 co-sponsors; House has scheduled hearings on Feb. 14.  Senate hasn’t scheduled activity yet.  Child-survival.org has a $2 million grant from the Gates Foundation to fund advocacy for child survival. The Africa Health Capacity Investment Act seems stuck in the House, overshadowed by PEPFAR re-authorization.

Management: Carol Dabbs agreed to chair.  Organizing the mid-year and annual meeting are the primary activities.  Mini Murthy is on the committee, as well.

Action Board: Donna circulated a message about the topics to be reviewed by the JPC.  The Action Board has a call scheduled for next month.

Global Health & APHA connections: Gopal and Michelle have changed the goal to help with liaisons to other units of APHA.

Global Health External Connections: Mini and Hala are working on reaching out to external agencies, including UN, PAHO, WHO, others.  Samir said they will submit a work plan soon.  Kyle Kinner resigned as chair of this committee.

Trade & Health: Michelle reported that plans are underway to organize events for the annual meeting, perhaps a pre-meeting institute or workshop in conjunction with border-oriented NGOs.  Michelle wants to invite the US trade representative.  Michelle has some concerns about how the section is represented in the APHA-wide committee; the forum has views that Michelle doesn’t share.  Amy pointed out that the section probably contains a number of divergent views, making it difficult to have “one voice” from the section.  Michelle disclosed she was appointed to the Industrial Trade Advisory Committee #15, specifically as the public health representative, representing the Global Health Council.  She wishes APHA would consider doing the same thing.  She is not willing to play a watchdog role.  Either APHA is going to represent members, it needs to represent the variety of views.  Samir asked Michelle to circulate a statement that she hopes we can all agree with.

Interest in conducting in on Skype. Joe offered to set it up.  People can skype in to the conference call number, Michelle says.  That might be preferable.  Computer to computer communication is free.




