 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1APHA International Health Section

Minutes for our call on TUESDAY, February 10, at 1 pm east coast time (10 am Seattle time).

NEXT Calls: April 7, June 2, August 4, October 7.  1 pm  east coast time (note new time!)

The call in number 1-877-393-3856   -   Conference Code 373785  (moderator adds “4”)

Please appoint a representative for the call if you cannot join.

Attendance: Paul Freeman, Donna Barry, Sarah Shannon, Curtis Sweezy, Jirair Ratevosian, Rose Schneider, Carol Dabbs, Eckhard Kleinau, Omar Khan, Mike Bailey, Gopal Sankaran, Laura Altobelli

Maggie tried, but couldn't get through on Skype.

	Topic/Issue for Discussion
	Presenting
(2-3 minutes, and take remainder to outside)
	Issues/Plans/Deadlines/Decision/Action

	Welcome 
	Miriam Labbok
	Miriam has had some one-on-one calls with the leadership team. She'd like to have a meeting with all the section councilors on the phone, and will schedule using Meeting Wizard. We have used up the APHA budget, so from now until July we only have our donations budget, which we believe is called the enrichment fund. labbok@unc.edu.

	Mid-year meeting and other management issues
	Miriam/Carol
	We have space at Global Health Council for a mid-year meeting.  We are still looking for a rep from GHC to attend and talk with us.  35 signed in for last year's meeting, although we agreed that is a significant undercount. Carol will order food for more folks than that after consultation with Miriam. The meeting will be Thursday, May 28, from 12:45 to 2:15 pm.

President Obama signed an executive order to revoke the Global Gag Rule, so that was a win for us. Nancy Stoller is re-drafting the Gaza resolution

Some of our members are attending WFPHA in Turkey, and Samir said our papers were well accepted.  Miriam suggested Samir organize a call with our members who are going. Samir said presenters must register to confirm their papers in the program.

We wrote a letter for Georges Benjamin to sign with regard to Gaza, but it is not moving forward.  Miriam, Len, and others expressed their strong disappointment. We redrafted the letter to update it to the current situation.  Morgan noted that the leadership was open on this one, but the process slowed down.  One explanation is that  when we simultaneously submitted the letter to the WFPHA, the Israeli PHA president protested the letter (Morgan could send us his comments directly). Why should that have stopped us?  Don and Nicky got confused, but didn't intentionally mean to derail the process.



	Advocacy
	Jirair Ratevosian
	We are working with US Rep Barbara Lee of Oakland on reactivating the Health Capacity Investment Act.  Nicky and others from APHA are working on some recommendations on the bill that they are sharing with us before they submit them to Congress.  Nicky is involving Morgan's office as well.

Advocacy committee is signing on to supporting a letter regarding the funding gap regarding the Global Fund. Carol Dabbs, however, noted that the data on which the letter are based may not be accurate.




	Advocacy
	Jirair Ratevosian
	We are interested in advocating for having the US sign the UN convention on the rights of disabled people.  Most of the signatories are from developing countries, which is where the biggest burden of the health problem is.  Signatories are available at http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=17&pid=166    The WHO is using an environmental paradigm, in terms of access design. Evelyn met with Don Lawler from the disability section to explore how we could work together, perhaps in crafting a resolution.

We are working on a resolution to address war as a public health problem.

Donna told us Kyle Kimmer is interested in drafting a policy regarding the MDGs.

Policies are due Feb. 17, a week from today.

Rose noted that we need to broadcast our great work in a timely and effective manner.  Morgan has suggested we use Our Nation's Health and Inside Public Health as news distribution vehicles.



	Nominations
	Mary Anne Mercer (Amy)
	Mary Anne wasn't on the call.

	Program-

Abstract Solicitation
	Omar Khan or Mike Bailey
	Abstract submissions are down overall, which may explain why the deadlines have been extended.  There are 80 abstracts in hand so far, and pre-formed panels are in addition to that. Omar will open the opportunity for additional panels later.  Donna suggested a blast go to the section directly. Omar and Mike will be soliciting reviewers over the next 3 weeks.  The water theme should not be considered too restrictively.

	Information/ communications 
	Eckhard Kleinau 
	Eckhard is keeping up the website nicely.  He needs people to send him things to keep it fresh and accurate.

	Newsletter
	Josefa/Miriam
	We are looking at making an electronic newsletter that has links to the website.

	Membership
	Rose Schneider
	Rose and Curt Swezy will meet with Barbara Reck, Director of Membership at APHA to discuss membership. She is preparing a letter to go to new members and is hoping to be able to do one for departing members as well. Miriam encouraged we get a listing of members with their interests, employers, areas of interest in the form of a data base. We can also help foreign members apply for reduced registration fees.  



	Students
	Helene Carabin
	Miriam suggested we should approach the larger NGOs to see if they could do more for our students who are APHA members, as a way to attract and retain them.

	Awards 
	Paul Freeman
	Paul has sent out an announcement identifying the various awards available.

	Global Health APHA connections 
	Gopal Sankaran
	We will have a separate registration booth for our international members, which will enable us to welcome them warmly. Overseas members have special needs. APHA is considering reduced registration fees, as well. This committee is working with the epi section on a session on school-based data sets pertaining to health issues. 

	Action Board
	Donna Barry
	The Action board is working on updating or archiving old policies.  The three topics for review this year are immigrant health, unintentional injury and international health.  So we all need to be on deck to help with this process!

	Action Board
	Donna Barry
	Comments are due on old policies are due May 21. New one will be up on the website 2/26, and comments by March 31.


	Community-Based 1ary Care
	Paul Freeman
	

	Pharmaceuticals
	Maggie Huff-Rouselle 
	

	Trade and Health Liaison
	Mary Anne
	

	Strategies
	Miriam 
	We need a section strategy to position us as the GO TO place in APHA for global health.

We want to work with APHA Executive Director more closely and effectively.

We are developing an omnibus global health statement for executive board or governing council consideration.

	Section Councilor comments
	TBD
	Miriam would like to schedule a conf call with Section Councilors and selected others She will launch a meeting wizard.

	Governing Councilors comments
	Malcolm Bryant
	We asked that Malcolm work on trying to lower attendance fees for foreign members (from low-income countries) and students.

	Organizational issues


	Miriam
	We need to organize for mid-year and WFPHA.

	Announcements
	TBD
	Thanks to all!


