
APHA Environment Section 

2008 Business Meeting Agenda

Columbia 1, Marriott Marina
Sunday, October 27
8:00 am-11:30 am

	Time
	Topic
	Discussion Lead

	8:00 - 8:15
	Welcome and Introductions
	Rebecca Head, Chair

	8:15 - 8:30
	Betsy Foxman, Candidate for President- Elect, 8:15 am
	

	8:30 – 8:45
	Peter Orris, Candidate for Executive Board, 8:30am

Susan West Marmagus presented on her candidacy for Executive Board.
	

	8:45 – 8:55
	Introduction of Committee Chairs, Officers
	

	8:55 – 9:05
	Policy Updates

An overview of the policy process was given: policies are introduced by members, then they go to the joint policy committee, a hearing takes place, and the governing council votes. Policies allow APHA to take positions on a given issue. 

The purpose of the policy committee is to perform “housekeeping” and assist members who wish to introduce a policy. 

Policies relevant to the Environment Section this year include two the Section plans to support: depiction of teenage smoking in films and global ban on lead in paints, industrial products, etc. and two the Section will comment on: water fluoridation for oral health and improving health infrastructure in developing countries. The Section is concerned that the water fluoridation policy does not adequately address fluoride toxicity concerns. The Section supported John’s representation on their behalf to suggest tabling the resolution this year to allow time for someone with expertise in water fluoridation toxicity to revise/re-write for next year. The Section will request that the policy on improving health infrastructure incorporate references to global warming.
Members should contact John if they want to get involved with the Committee.

Next year’s Annual Meeting theme is Water and Public Health. It was suggested that the Section look into reviewing and updating historical policies on water, establishing a water workgroup, and proposing a special plenary session on water.
	John Balbus, Policy Chair & Governing Councilors

	9:05 – 9:15
	Climate Change and Health

The Committee was active in last year’s National Public Health Week. 

The Committee will work with APHA to develop a response to EPA’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on regulating greenhouse gases as part of the Clean Air Act.

The Committee is exploring partnering with other interested parties and creating a document on the first 100 days on climate change and health for the new Administration.
	John Balbus, Committee Chair

	9:15 – 9:25
	Environmental Justice

The Committee will hold a meeting after the Calver lecture for anyone interested in participating.

Sacoby discussed opportunities for environmental justice-related presenters to publish in environmental justice journals; he will contact presenters post-conference.
Sacoby is developing a grant proposal to support community members’ attendance at the APHA Annual Meeting. As part of the proposal, session attendees’ at this year’s meeting will be asked to fill out surveys post-session.

The Committee will be looking at environmental justice-focused policies for updating, and organize a master list of environmental justice concerns.
	Liam O’Fallon & Sacoby Wilson, Co-Chairs

	9:25 – 9:35
	Healthy Food Systems: Food Systems, Environment and Health

A position paper on the food system was passed last year. 

This year the Committee has worked closely with program planners to plan six jointly-sponsored sessions. 
After the Tuesday evening social, the Committee will go out to dinner to discuss activities for next year. 

The farm bill was passed in May and APHA was engaged; there was some incremental, good success in enhancing sustainable food provisions.

Next year, the Committee is planning to increase Annual Meeting local food contacts; number of scholarships; address “greening” the food at the Annual Meeting; look at policy resolutions and the Child Nutrition Act; and raise awareness of food and farming within APHA. The Committee will explore developing more focused policies building on last year’s omnibus policy and develop a list of actions the new Administration can do without legislation. 

There was discussion of “greening” the food at the Meeting: contracts are done 3-4 years in advance but Committee could encourage other sections to “green” food at their events. Committee will develop a list of local off-site vendors and a list of standard questions to ask of on-site vendors.
Roni encouraged members to respond to advocacy emails.
	Roni Neff, Committee Chair

	9:35 – 9:55
	Program Planning Update

· 2008 Program Highlights

A field trip to the Tijuana River Estuary with UCSD researchers is planned for Sunday afternoon.
· Plans for 2009 Annual Meeting Date 2009

Location: Philadelphia, PA

Theme: Health & Water

· 28 oral and 6 poster presentations

· Planners asked members to think about invited sessions, how to represent session priorities, ideas for plenary sessions, volunteers to review abstracts/program planning

· Concern about consistency in abstract reviews was raised; it was suggested to hold a conference call to train reviewers on what scores mean.
· Invited sessions deadline is in February.
· For the program at-a-glance it was suggested to include outside of Meeting events; committee chairs are requested to submit any such events to the program planners to include on the program.
· There are 11 slots for 1-day passes.
	Barbara Glenn and Kacee Deener, 2008 Program Planning Co-Chairs

Kacee Deener and Yolanda Sanchez 2009 Program Planning Co-Chairs

	9:55 – 10:05
	ISC Update

· APHA is pleased with the performance of Dr. Benjamin, but concerned about retention of top staff with the new Administration.

· APHA is focusing on on-line marketing and development.

· 1,000 new members last year.

· Regarding policy, APHA’s priorities have been the gun ban in Washington, DC; farm bill; transportation bill; SCHIP; greening the conference; workforce; and built environment.

· A town hall meeting is scheduled for Monday, 4-6 pm, on health care reform; it will be attended by Obama and McCain representatives.

· Section work plans are due December 1: look back to see if Section met last year’s goals and identify next year’s goals. Improving communication from staff to members can be addressed in the plan.

· APHA is developing a mentoring program.


	Nse Obot Witherspoon, ISC President & Section Rep

	10:05 – 10:10
	Budget Report

· Section is solvent

· Need to do fundraising and find out process for bringing funds into Section.
	Rebecca Head 

	10:10 – 10:30
	Other Business

· Webpage

· Send updates to Yolanda.

· Section approved posting meeting summaries on the website.

· Student Involvement Committee 

· 10 student awards this year; Hopkins is covering one this year and next year.

· There is potential to secure matching contributions from other schools as well. 

· Student awards draw in new members.

· Those interested in reviewing student posters are invited to review Monday morning.

· $500 cap on scholarship, which was not enough to cover some students, whose costs would have been $4-5,000.

· 2011 – 100th Environment Section Year Anniversary

· Interested members were asked to volunteer to lead committee.
	Yolanda Sanchez

Nse Obot Witherspoon & Rebecca Gluskin

Leyla & Paul 

	10:30 – 10:50
	Section Priority Areas Discussion:  

· Priority Areas

· Fundraising

· Committees

· Suggestions for program planning included:
· Unregulated water, e.g. wells and water scarcity

· Green buildings and health: incentives? 

· Children as recipients of bad water policies

· Water scarcity, natural disasters, flooding, and climate change

· Water as human right

· Water and war

· Clean Water Act and public health

· Tap vs. bottled

· Sea level change and impact on coasts

· Climate change, water, labor, and environmental groups as an unlikely alliance addressing water issues

· Water, energy, health, biofuels – energy of purifying water

· Water availability, hunger, and farming

· Incorporate climate change where possible

· Pharmaceuticals in drinking water

· Charting the course of new Administration (report card)

· Disinfection of drinking water (especially in developed countries)

Each idea needs to be fleshed out with a list of possible speakers
	Rebecca Head 

	10:50 – 11:05
	New Member Questions
	Robin Lee & Others

	11:05 – 11:15
	Announcements
	All

	11:15 – 11:30
	Executive Board Liaison: Linda Landesman, 11:15 am 

· Committee on Social Responsibility will not review individuals and individual foundations before allowing to donate

· In order to preserve APHA’s 501(c)3 status, caucuses were offered the opportunity to sign an MOU stating they would not politick if they want a seat on Governing Council.
	

	11:30 – 11:45
	Diane Conti, Excutive Board Candidate, 11:30 am

Adjourn
	

	11:45
	Begin Climate Change Committee Meeting
	John Balbus, Committee Chair


8:00am-11:30am

2008 Business Meeting Agenda

Marriortt Marina

Monday, October 28

6:45-8:00 am

	Time
	Topic
	

	6:30 – 6:45
	Welcome and Introductions
	Rebecca Head

	6:45 – 7:00
	Joseph Telfair, Candidate for Executive Board, 6:45 am
	

	7:00 – 7:15
	Leatrice Sandler, Candidate for Executive Board, 7:00 am
	

	7:15 – 7:30
	Governing Council Report
	Governing Councilors:

Brenda Afzal, Allen Dearry, Tony DeLucia, Susan West Marmagas

	7:30 – 7:45
	Candidate for President-Elect or for Executive Board?
	

	7:45 – 8:00
	Candidate for President-Elect or for Executive Board?
	

	8:00
	Closing Remarks
	Rebecca Head


